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NORTH  CAROLINA, 


Enactedbya  General  .SsEE.VBLr  begun  and  held  at  Raleigh,  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  Govern-  181(5. 
ber,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  6'ixteen,  and  in  (he  forty-first  year  v_^ ,  ■  ■  j 
of  the  Independence  of  the  said  State. 

WILLIAM  MILLER,  ESQUIRE,  GOVERNOR, 

CHAPTER  I. 

viJrc  Act  to  provide  a  Revenue  for  the  payment  of  the  Civil  List  and  contingent  charges  of  Govern- 
vxeni  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  audit  is  hereby  enact' 
ed  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  appointed  to  take  lists  of  tax- 
able property  within  the  several  counties  of  this  state,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  act  of    Manner  of 
the  General  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  one  th  usand  eight  hundred  and  ODe,  entitled  '  An     yin1, 
act  to  fix  an  uniform  time  for  taking  the  lists  of  taxable  property  throughout  the  state  and  for 
enforcing  the  collection  of  the  taxes,'  shall  after  giving  due  notice  thereof  according  to  the  di- 
rection of  the  before  recited  act,  require  each  and  every  person  or  persons  liable  to  pay  a  land 
tax  by  lease  or  otherwise,  to  list  each  and  every  tract  of  land  by  him,  her  or  them  holden  with- 
in the  county,  stating  the  number  of  acres  of  each  separate  tract,  its  local  situation  and  its  rea- 
sonable value,   including  the  improvements  thereon ;  and  guardians  of  minors,  lunatics  and 
persons  non  compos  mentis,  shall  in  like  manner  list  the  lands  of  their  wards  and  of  such  luna-    „.,„„,.  _   . 

r        ■  1  '  .  ,  Cjardians  to 

lies  and  persons  non  compos  mentis  :  and  eacn  and  every  person  or  persons  liable  and  bound  \-]Sl  the  lands 
to  list  lands  as  aforesaid,  shall  return  the  said  list  upon  cath  or  affirmation  (as  the  case  may  be)«f  their  wards. 
as  it  respects  the  quantity,  and  shall  affix  a  value  to  each  tract  of  land  iucluding  the  improve- 
ments thereon,  contained  in  the  said  list  not  less  than  the  value  affixed  to  the  same  by  the  as- 
sessors appointed  to  assess  the  said  land  under  the  last  act  ol  Congress,  providing  for  the  as- 
sessment of  lands  of  ihe  United  States  :  provided,  nevertheless,  that  if  any  person  or  persons  standard  o?  " 
shall  consider  himself  or  themselves  aggrieved  by  the  said  assessment,  he,  she  or  they  may  assessment'. 
apply  to  the  County  Court  of  the  Countv  in  which  the  said  lands  are  situate,  and  upun  mak- 
ing it  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  Court  that  the  said  assessment  is  unreasonable,  the 
said  Court  may  proceed  to  correct  the  same  ;  a^d  in  all  cases  where  by  reason  of  improvements 
made  on  the  said  lands  since  the  said  asses'smeur  was  made,  or  by  any  other  cause,  the  Justice 
receiving  the  said  list  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  said  assessment  is  below  the  real  value 
©f  the  said  land  with  its  improvements ;  he  shall  appoint  two  Freeholders  acquainted 
with  the  said  land,  to  value  the  said  land  upon  oath,  and  such  persons  shall  receive  a  compen- 
sation for  their  services,  of  one  dollar  each,  fcr  every  tract  of  land  by  them  valued,  to  be  paid 
by  the  owners  of  said  land,  Provided  the  valuation  made  by  the  said  persons  shall  exceed  that 
returned  to  the  Justice  by  the  owner  of  the  land,  and  in  case  the  said  valuation  shall  not  ex- 
ceed that  returned  by  the  said  owner,  the  compensation  aforesaid  shall  be  paid  by  the  Coun- 
ty :  provided  that  where  a  tract  of  land  shall  lie  partly  in  two  or  more  Counties,  the  person 
who  shall  be  bound  to  list  the  same  shall  list  the  same  in  the  connty  where  he  or  she  resides, 
if  he  or  she  resides  in  either  of  the  said  counties,  and  if  not  then  he  or  she  may  list  the  same 
in  either  of  said  counties. 

II.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  holding  lands,  or  any  guardian  of  a  minor,  lu-  Double  tax  for 
natic  or  person  non  compos  mentis,  shall  fail  to  list  the  lands  which  he  isb  und  to  list  by  this  failing  to  give 
act,  he  or  she  shall  pay  a  double  tax,  to  be  collected  by  the  sheriff  out  of  his  or  her  property, '"■ 

to  be  collected  by  distress  or  other  mode  heretofore  used  in  such  cases. 

III.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Justices  appointed  as  aforesaid  shall  make  out  a  fair 
copy  of  the  list  of  land-  by  them  taken,  with  the  number  of  acres,  ard  valuation  r.nnexed,  and        .« 
return  the  same  together  with  the  list  of  other  taxable  property  by  them  taken,  to  the  Clerk  of  Returns  to  be 
the  County  C"urt  at  the  next  succeeding  Curt  which  may  happen  after  the  time  prescribed  rnadetoComp 
by  law  for  taking  the  lists  of  taxable  property:    And  the  Clerks  of  the  several  County  Courts  tl'°'er" 

are  hereby  required,  under  the  same  penalties,  regu'ations  and  restrictions  as  are  already  by 
law  enjoined,  to  return  to  the  Comptroller  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  September  in  each  and 
every  succeeding  \  ear  thereafter,  an  abstract  of  such  lists,  shewing  the  number  of  acres  of  land 
so  Its  ed,  the  valuation  thereof,  the  valuation  of  town  property,  the  number  of  white  polls,  of 
black  polls,  of  wholesale  st  res,  of  retail  stores,  of  retailers  of  spiritous  liquors,  of  stud  horses, 
of  jack  asses,  of  gates  and  of  every  species  of  property  separate  and  distinct,  liable  to  pay  a  tax, 
and  which  shall  be  contain?- d  in  the  said  lists. 

IV.  Be  it  further  enacted,   That  in  case  any  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  appointed  to  take    . 
the  lists  of  taxable  property  shall  fail  to  take  and  return  the  same,  according  to  the  provisions 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  du-y  of  the  C  unty  Court  to  which  the  said  return  should  have  been 
rwade,  to  appoint  some  other  Justice  of  th  -  Peace,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  the  lists  of  tax- 
able property  in  said  district,  and  to  make  a  return  thereof  to  tht  succeeding  County  Court. 

V-  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Clerks  of  the  several  County  Courts  shall  within  forty  cieiks  requir- 
days  after  tne  Justices  shall  have  made  their  returns,  deliver  to  the  Sheriff  of  their  respective  ed  t0,  furnish 
C  u  .ties  a  fair  and  accurate  copy  of  ihe  returns  made  by  the  Juslic  s  as  aforesaid,  ai:d  in  case,?1'"1^       ' 
oi  failure   hereof,  be  und^r  the  same  rules  a  >d  penalties  as  are  already  prescribed  by  law,   and    "  "   ■ 
the  respective  Sheriffs  shall  proc-ed  after  the  first  day  of  April  in  each  and  every  year,  to  col- 
lect the  sa^d  taxes   and  shall  ace  un;  for  the  same  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Ociober  in  each 
and  every  year,  under  the  same  rules,  regulations  ad  penalties,  as  are  now  by  law  prescribed. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enact  d,  That  if  any  person  owning  lands  in  any  County  within  '.his 
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1R16.  State,  or  any  con  resident,  shall  fail  to  return,  either  by  himself  01  agent,  to  the  Justice  appoint- 
*— v— '  ed  to  take  the  list  of  taxable  property  in  the  district  in  which  he  resides,  or  in  which  the  land 
of  such  non  resident  may  be  situated,  a  list  of  his  or  her  lands  with  the  number  of  acres  and 
their  valuation  in  the  manner  herein  before  prescribed,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Justices 
to  appoint  a  freeholder  acquainted  with  the  land,  to  value  the  same  on  oath  within  five  days 
and  return  the  valuation  to  the  said  Justice  ;  and  the  said  fretholder  shall  receive  a  compensa- 
tion of  one  dollar  for  each  tract  by  him  valued,  to  be  levied  and  collected  by  the  sheriff  at  the 
time  he  collects  the  taxes  on  said  land,  if  not  previously  paid  by  the  owner,  and  under  the  same 
rules,  regulations  and  restrictions. 

VII.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  where  any  person  shall  have  failed,  either  by  himself  or 
herself,  agent  or  guardian,  to  list  his,  her  or  their  lands,  and  the  Justices  appointed  to  take  the 
lists  of  taxable  property,  shall  have  failed  to  have  the  same  assessed  according  to  the  provisions 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  within  the  time  prescribed  for  collecting  the  taxes, 
i   s  not.6  been to  summon  one  free-holder  residing  near  to  or  acquainted  with  the  said  lands,  whose  duty  it 
listed  or  as-   shall  be  within  five  days  after  such  notification,  to  value  his  lands  on  oath,  which  oath  the  she-. 
scssed.  riff  or  his  lawful  deputy  is  hereby  authorised  to  administer  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such 

free-holder,  summoned  as  aforesaid,  to  transmit  under  his  hand  a  fair  transcript  of  such  valu- 
ation to  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  at  or  before  the  succeeding  County  Court,  and  also  to 
deliver  to  the  sheriff  another  transcript  of  the  same  within  ten  days  after  the  valuation  afore- 
said, and  that  the  said  free-holder  shall  receive  a  compensation  for  his  services  as  assessor, 
one  dollar  for  every  tract  of  land  by  him  assessed,  to  be  levied  and  collected  by  the  sheriff  at 
the  time  he  collects  the  taxes  on  said  land,  if  not  previously  paid  by  the  owner  ;  and  the  Clerk 
of  the  County  Court  shall  incorporate  the  returns  made  by  the  free-holders  as  aforesaid,  with 
those  made  by  the  Justices. 

VIII.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  where  any  person  owning  lands  in  any  county  of   this 
state,  shall  have  failed  to  give  in  the  same  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen, 
or  where  the  same  has  been  given  in,  but  no  value  affixed  thereto,  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the 
sheriff  at  the  time  he  collects  the  taxes  for  the  said  year,  to   summon  a  free  holder  acquainted 
•with  the  said  land,  to  value  the  same  upon  oath,  which  free-hclder  shall  be  allowed  one  dollar 
fir-each  tract  by  him  so  valued  ;  and  the  sheriff  shall  collect  and  account  for  the  taxes  due  on 
the  said  land,  under  the  same  rules,  regulations  and  restrictions  as  are  provided  by  law  for 
collecting  and  accounting  for  taxes  due  on  property  not  listed,  and  shall  at  the  sane  time,  le- 
vy, collect  and  pay  over  to  the  said,freeholder,  the  sum  due  to  him  for  making  the  valua*'"<n  afore- 
said. 
Valuation  to      IX.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  valuation  of  lands  and  their  improvements  as 
be  made  in   by  this  act,  shall  be  made  in  Dollars  and  Cents,  and  the  lands  liable  to  be  sold  fc  -.^xcs  shall 
Dollars     and  De  soi(j  under  the  same  rules,  regulations  and  restrictions,  as  are  by  law  already      tablished, 
and  town  property  shall  be  given  in  and  assessed  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  this  ce- 
real estate. 

X.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  person  summoned  or  appointed  by  the  Justices  or  She- 
riffs as  aforesaid  to  value  lands,  who  shall  refuse  or  fail  to  perf  >rrn  the  duties  required  by  this 

fenp'ty  S  50  ac^  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  Dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  the  name  of  the  County 
for  refusing  to  -pr,1<;tee  to  tne  USfc  0f  the  Countv,  and  the  said  penalty  may  be  recovered  by  indictment. 

XI.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Justices  aforesaid  to  dis- 
charge their  duty,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerks  of  each  County  Court  to  procure  from 
the  Principal  Assessor  in  the  Congressional  District  in  which  such  county  is  situate,  a  certifi- 
ed transcript  of  the  assessment  of  the  land-,  in  said  County,  made  under  the  authority  of  the 

Clerk  shall  iast  act  Qf  Congress  for  assessing  the  lauds  of  the  United  States  ;  which  copy  shall  be  filed  in. 
fv'.nrU.  S.  As-tne  °ffice  of  said  Clerk, and  he  shall  on  or  before  the  first  day  cf  July  next  make  out  and  deli- 
sessor.  ver  to  each  of  the  Justices  appointed  to  take  the  lists  of  taxable  property  in  said  County,  a  copy 

of  said  transcript,  and  for  their  services  the  County  Courts  shall  make  to  their  respective 
Clerks  a  reasonable  allowance  to  be  paid  by  the  County  Trustee  ;  that  all  sales  of  land  for  tax- 
es due  on  the  same  which  shall  not  be  made  conformably  with  the  provisions  of  the  several  acts 
of  the  General  Assembly  respecting  such  sales,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be  void 
and  of  no  effect. 
Taxof8cents  XII.  Be  it  enacted,  That  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen  there  shall 
on  each  g  100  ije  iev;eci  ancj  collected  from  all  the  real  property  with  improvements  thereon  within  this  stite, 
subject  to  taxation,  the  sum  of  eight  cents  on  every  hundred  dollars  value  thereof. 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  tax  on  all  stud  horses,  and  jack  asses  within  this 
On  stud-hors- state  of  the  full  sum,  which  the  owner  or  keeper  of  such  stud  horses  or  jack  asses  shall  ask,  or 
esand  Jacks-  demand  or  receive  for  the  season  of  one  mare,  shall  be  levied,  collected  and  accounted    for  in 

the  same  manner  as  such  taxes  have  heretofore  been  levied,  collected  and  accounted  for. 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  and  every  person  who  shall  peddle  or  hawk  in  a- 
ny  county  in  this  state  and  not  on  a  navigable  stream,  goods  wares  or  merchandize  not  of  the 

■On  Pedlars,  growth  or  rhanufacture  of  this  state,  shall  pay  to  the  sheriff  of  each  and  every  county  in  which 
he  she  or  they  shall  so  peddle  or  hawk  goods  wares  or  merchandize,  the  sum  of  twenty  five  dol- 
lars as  a  tax,  which  tax  shall  be  accounted  for  by  the  sheriff  in  like  manner  as  other  taxes,  and 
on  paying  said  tax  and  obtaining  a  receipt  therefor,  such  person  shall  be  authorised  and 
permitted  to  peddle  and  hawk  goods  as  aforesaid  in  such  county  and  no  other  for  the  term  of 
one  year  thereafter,  and  every  person  who  shall  peddle  or  hawk  goods,  wares  or  merchandize 
not  of  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  this  state,  except  vegitables  and  other  articles  of  provision 
of  the  produce  of  the  United  States,  on  any  navigable  stream  in  this  state,  shall  pay  to  the  she- 
riff of  each  and  every  county  in  which  he  or  she  shall  so  hawk  or  peddle,  twenty  five  dollars  as 
a  tax  to  the  state,  to  be  levied  and  accounted  for  as  above,  andon  payment  thereof  shall  be  au- 
thorised and  permitted  to  peddle  and  hawk  goods  as  aforesaid  in  such  county  and  no  other  for 
the  term  of  one  year  thereafter,  and  each  and  every  person  who  shall  hawk  or  peddle  in  any  coun- 
ty without  having  previously  paid  the  tax  thereon  as  herein  before  directed,  or  who  shall  refuse 
or  neglect  upon  request  by  the  Sheriff  or  his  lawful  Deputy  or  any  Justice  of  the  peace  to  show 
a  license  therefor,  shall  be.  liable  to  forfeit  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  collected  by  the  Sheriff  of 
said  county  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  property  of  such  delinquent?  and  to  be  applied  one  half 
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to  the  use  of  the  state,  the  other  half  to  tlieuse  of  fhe  Sheriff,  provided  nevertheless  that   no-        1816. 
thing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend  to  tax  persons  who  sell  books  only.  <— \ — ' 

XV-  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  the  better  securing  accountability  in  the   collection 
of  the  tax  on  pedlars,  the  Sheriff  of  each  county  previous  to   his  settlement  with  the   Comp- 
troller in  each  year,  shall  render   to    the  clerk   of  the  county  court  of  pleas  and  quarter  ses- 
sions of  his  county,  an  account  of  the  names  of  the  persons  from  whom  he  shall   have  col-     slieri{j  s5iaU 
Iected  a  pedlars'  tax,  and  the   time  of  such  collection  within  the  preceding  year,  to  which  reuim  a  list  of" 
account  he  shall  swear  and  subscribe  his  name  before  the   said  clerk,   and  the  clerk  shall  im-  pedlars  tothe 
mediately  after  such  account  shall  be  so.returned,  transmit  a  copy  thereof  to  the    Comptroller  c- Court- 
and  put  up  another  copy  thereof  in  some   public  part  of  the  courtroom. 

XVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  merchant  who  shall  sell  goods,  wares  or   mer- 
chandize, not  of  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  this  state,  in  any  store  to  the  amount  of  four 
hundred  dollars  in  one  year,  shall  pay  a  tax  on  each  and  every  such  store,  if  a  wholesale  mer-  On  whole-sale 
chant  sixtesn  dollars,  and  if  a  retail  merchant  six  dollars,  and  every  such  merchant  shall  give  in  &  retail  stores 
such  store  or  stores  in  the  lists  of  his  taxable  property  under  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as 

other  taxable  property  are  given  in,  and  the  tax  thereon  shall  be  levied,  collected  and  accounted 
for  in  the  same  manner  as  other  taxes:  Provided  always  tha.t  no  retailers  of  spiritous  liquors 
by  the  small  measure  shall  be  liable  to  pay  in  addition  to  the  tax  imposed  on  said  retailers  the 
tax  also  imposed  on  stores,  unlesssuch  retailers  shall  sell  such  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  o- 
ther  than  liquors  to  the  amount  therein  stated,  and  provided  also  that  the  sheriff  may  be  enti- 
tled to  demand  and  collect  the  tax  imposed  by  this  section  from  such  persons  also  as  ketp 
stores  for  a  less  time  than  one  year  and  sell  thereout  the  amount  therein  before  specified, 
although  such  stores  were  not  open  on  the  first  day  of  April. 

XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  owners  of  billiard  tables  shall  hereafter  give  them  in, 

in  the  same  manner  as  other  taxable  propeity,  and  shall  pay  for  each  billiard  table  a  tax  of  fifty  Fifty  dollars 
dollars,  to  be  levied  collected  and  accounted  for  in  the  same  manner  as  other  taxes,  and  the  on  billiard  ta 
sheriff  shall  collect  the  tax  on  billiard  tables  within  his  county  whether  the  same  shall  have  been 
there  on  the  first  day  of  April  or  not,  and  whether  the  same  shall  have  been  erected  on  that  day 
or  not,  unless  the  person  having  such  table  in  possession  shall  produce  the  receipt  of  the  she- 
riff of  some  other  county  for  the  said  tax  ;  and  if  the  tax  on  a  billiard  table  shall  be  unpaid 
after  the  same  is  due,  and  after  having  duly  advertised  the  same,  the  sheriff  shall  expose  the 
same  to, sale,  and  if  no  person  bid  for  the  said  table  the  amount  of  the  a*,  and  charg  s,  the  sheriff 
shall  bid  off  the  same  and  immtdiately  thereafter  in  presence  of  two  Justices  or  two  Freehold- 
ers, and  shall  burn  and  destroy  the  same,  and  every  part  thereof,  and  upon  the  affidavit  of  said 
sheriff  and  attestation  of  the  justices  or  freeholders,  the  said  sheriff  shall  be  allowed  the  same 
in  his  settlement  with  the  Treasurer. 

XVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  company  of   itinerant   stage  players,   rope 
dancers,  tumblers  and  wire  dancers,  and  each  and  every   itinerant  person    or   company  who   j0n 'tuJfrant 
shall  exhibit  natural  or  artificial  curiosities  of  any  sort  or  kind  for  reward,   shall  previously  to 
performing  or  exhibiting  in  any  county  in  this  state  pay  to   the  sheriff  thereof  twenty   dollars 

as  a  tax  to  the  state,  to  be  accounted  for  by  thj  sheriff  as  other  taxes,  and  on  paying  such  tax 
and  obtaining  a  receipt  therefor  such  person  or  company  shall  be  authorised  and  permitted 
to  perform  or  exhibit  as  aforesaid  in  such  county,  and  no  other  for  the  space  of  one  year  there- 
after, and  each  and  every  itinerant  stage  player,  rope  dancer,  tumbler  r-r  wire  dancer,  or  exfii- 
biter  of  natural  or  artificial  curiosities  for  a  reward,  who  shall  perform  or  exhibit  in  any  county 
without  previously  having  paid  the  tax  herein  directed,  shall  be  liable  to  a  forfeiture  of  sixty 
dollars,  to  be  collected  by  the  sheriff  of  said  county  by  distress  and  sale  of  any  property  of  such 
delinquent,  and  to  be  applied  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  state  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the 
sheriff. 

XIX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  tax  of  five  dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby   laid     Onpublis 
on  gates  which  may  have  been  or  which  hereafter  may  be  at  any  time  erected  across  any  pub-  Sate3' 

lie  road  or  highway  within  this  state,  and  the  owners  of  such  gates  shall  give  in  the  same  at 
the  same  time  that  they  give  in  their  taxable  property,  and  the  tax  shall  be  levied  collected 
and  accounted  for  in  the  same  manner  as  other  taxes. 

XX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and   seven-     Pcllt«. 
teen,  a  tax  of  twenty  five  cents  on  each  and  every  free  poll,  and  a  tax  of  twenty  five  cents  on  each 

and  every  black  poll,  shall  be  levied  and  collected  under  the  same  rules  regulations  and  restric- 
tions  as  poll  taxes  have  heretofore  been  collected, 

XXI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  free  males  between  the  ages  of  twenty  one  and  fif. 
ty  years,  and  slaves  between  the  ages  of  twelve  and  fifty,  shall  be  subject  to  a  poll  tax,  and  all 
slaves  shall  be  listed  in  the  county  where  they  reside. 

XXII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  persons  who  shall  bring  negro  slaves  from  ano- 
ther state  into  this  state  for  sale,  or  shall  take  negroes  through  any  part  of  this  state  for  any     On  Neg™ 
other  state  for  sale,  shall  pay  to  the  sheriff  of  some  one  of  the  counties,  the  sum  of  five  dollars  gj*  each  slave- 
upon  each  negro  slave  so  brought;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  respective  sheriffs  in  this 

state  and  their  deputies  to  collect  the  tax  hereby  imposed  ;  but  if  the  said  person  or  persons 
shall  produce  to  the  sheriff  of  any  one  county,  the  certificate  of  the  sheriff  of  any  other  county, 
duly  authenticated  under  the  seal  of  the  Clerk  of  the  county  in  which  such  sheriff  resides,  that 
he  has  paid  the  tax  hereby  imposed,  he  or  they  shall  be  permitted  to  proceed  without  the  pay- 
ment of  any  further  tax. 

XXIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  sheriff,  upon  settling  his  accounts  with  the 
Comptroller,  county  Trustee,  and  county  Wardens  within  their  respective  counties  for  the  pre-  sher  ift's  oath 
ceding  year,  shall  make  andisubscribe  an  affidavit  that  he  has  duly  accounted  for  in  his  settlement, 

for  all  taxes  received  by  him  under  this  act,  upon  any  occupation,  article  or  thing  not  included 
in  the  lists  of  taxable  property  furnished  to  the  Clerk  of  his  County,  and  shall  append  to  the 
said  affidavit  a  list  of  all  such  taxes  so  by  him  received,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  from 
whom  he  received  the  same,  and  set  forth  opposite  to  each  item,  the  occupation,  article  or 
thing  for  which  the  said  taxes  were  received. 

Read  three  times  and  Ratified  in  General  Assembly,.}  JOHN  BRANCH,  S.  S. 

the  28th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  18l6.  C  JA.  IREDELL,  S.  H.  C, 

Ji  true  Copy,         WM.  HILL,  Secretary. 
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1S16.  CHAP.  II. 

'""'  J  **»  act  supplemental  ta  an  act,  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  small  Promissory  Notes  or  Due  Bills,. 
WHEKE  AS  the  practice  of  issuing  due  bills  or  email  promissory  notes,  commonly  called 
clue  bills,  b\  private  citizens  of  this  state  and  others  styling  themselves  corporate  bodies  has 
increased  and  continues  to  increase  to  an  alarming  height  and  degree,  highly  detrimental  to  the 
Preamble,  true  interest  of  the  state.  And  whereas  the  before  recited  act  has  been  found  insufficient  to 
suppress  the  evil;  Therefore  in  addition  to  the  penalties  contained  in  that  act  and  as  a  further 
remedy, 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of-  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  exact- 
Issue  ofBue  ed  blJ  ths  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  it  shall  not  be  law- 
bills  prohibit- ful  under  any  pretence  whatever  for  any  person  or  persons,  any  corporation,  school  or  acade- 
-d-  my  within  this  state,  which  now  is  or  hereafter  may  be  established,  to  issue  any  bill,  order  tick- 

et, promissory  note  or  any  other  species  of  security  whatever  may  be  its  form  or  name  com- 
monly called   due  bills,  with  an  intention  to  evade  this  act,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  pounds  for 
each  and  every  bill,  order,  ticket,  promissory  note,  or  other  species  of  security,  whatever  may 
Penalty.       be  its  name  or  form  commonly  called  due  bills,  so  issued. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons,  to  pass 
or  receive  any  bill,  order,  ticket,  promissory  note,  or  other  species  of  security,  whatever  may 
be  its  name  or  form,  commonly  called  due^ills,  issued  contrary  to  the  first  section  of  this  act 

Penalty  of  10  or  which  has  been  already  issued  or  is  now  in  circulation  ;  cr  for  any  person  or  persons,  to  pass 
pounds   for  or  receive  any  bill,  order,  ticket,  promissory  note,  or  other  species  of  security,  whatever  may 
passing  or  re-oe  its  form  or  name,  commonly  called   due   bills,  issued  by  any  person  or  persons,  or  bodies 
celvang.  corporate  of  another  state,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  pounds  for  each  and  every  bill,  order  tic- 

ket, promissory  note,  or  other  security,  whatever  may  be  its  form  or  name,  commonly  called 
due  bills,  so  passed  or  received. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  anv  person  or  persons  to 
pass  or  receive  auy  check  or  checks  drawn  for  less  than  one  dollar  on  the  State  Bank  the 
banks  of  Ne.wbern  or  Cape-Fear  or  the  various  branches  or  agencies  thereof,  for  the  benefit 
of  any  academy,  school  or  corporation  r  company  or  private  citizen,  or  any  check  or  checks 
drawn  on  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  pounds  for  each  and  eve- 
ry check  so  passed  or  received. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  offend  against  this  act 
he,  she  or  they  may  be  prosecuted  at  the  instance  of  the  state,  by  way  of  presentmeat  or  in- 

Marnier  of   dictment,  and  on  conviction  shall  pay  the  penalty  heretofore  prescribed  together  with  all  costs 
prosecution,     of  suit ;  and  the  proof  of  drawing,  uttering,  passing  or  receiving  any  such  bill,  •  td-r,  ticket 
promissory  note  or  other  security,  shall  be  the  same  that  is  directed  in  the  before  recited  act. 
and  sufficient  to  convict  the  pets  n  oi  persons  S"  offending. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  judges  of  the  superior  courts 
Judges  shall  of  law  on  their  circuits,  and  the  justices  of  the  courts  of  pL-as  and  quarter  sessions,  in  the  Re* 

^ive  this   act  veral  counties,  to  give  this  act  in  charge  to  the  grand  juiy,  and  on  presentment  being  made,  the 
sn  c  arge.        attorney  and  solicitor  for  the  state  shall  take  effectual  measures  to  prosecute  to  judgement  the 

person  or  persons  so  offending  and  presented. 

VI-  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  fines  and  penalties  which  may  arise  from  convictions 

under  this  act,  be  and  they  are  hereby  appr<  pnaitd,  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  prosecutor,  the 

other  to  the  use  of  the  county  where  the  uff  nee  was  committed. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  corporate,  company 
or  association,  shall,   after  the  ratification  of  this  act,  without  the  authority  of  the  legislature 

Fine  and  im-  ^rst  na<^'  *ssue  dnv  promissory  notes,  commonly  called  bank  notes,  of  any  value  with  intention 
prisonment.  that  the  same  should  circulate  and  be  received  as  a  substitute  for  money,  he,  she,  or  they  or  the 
persons  composing  the  aforesaid  bodies  corporate,  company,  or  association,  shall  be  prosecuted 
by  way  of  indictment  at  the  instance  of  the  state  in  any  of  the  courts  of  record  thereof,  and 
on  conviction  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  and  be  imprisoned  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  court  not  exceeding  <=ix  months. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate 
the  Fayetteville  School  Association"  as  might  by  construction  or  implication  seem  to  author- 
ise the  said  association  or  its  agents  to  issue  any  ticket,  order,  check,  bills  or  promissory  note* 

Repealing    either  what  are  commoGlv  called  due  bills  or  bank  notes,  of  any  value  or  description,  be   and 
the  same  is  hen  by  repealed  and  made  void. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  estab'ishinga 
.meracts     °r"  manufacturing  company,"  in  the  county  of  Bertie,  as  might  by  construction  seem  to  authorise 

the  said  company  or  its  agents  to  issue  any  tickets,  orders,  checks,  bills  or  promissory  notes,  ei- 
ther what  are  commotdy  called  due  bills  or  bank  notes,  of  any  value  or  description,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

X.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  'he  Fayetteville  School  Association  or  Bertie 
Manufacturing  Company,  or  their  agents  respectively,  or  any  person  or  persons,  school  or  aca- 
demy, or  corporation  or  company,  shall  refuse  -or  neglect  to  pay  on  demand  any  bill,  ticket, 
check,  order,  promissory  note  or  other  species  uf  security,  whatever  ma)T  be  its  form  or  name, 
either  what  are  commonly  Called  due  bills,  checks  or  bank  notes,  the  holder  shall  be  entitled  to 
recover  one  hundred  per  centum  on  the  principal  due  on  said  due  bill  or  bank  note. 

XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the  act  as  relates  to  the  passing  or  receiv- 
aartof  this  act  mg  of  du  bills  or  bank  notes  intended  t"  be  prohibited  by  this  act,  already  issued,  stands  sus- 
suspended.     pended  until  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundrt  d  ar>d  seventeen. 

CHAP.  III. 

Jbi  act  for  the  better  regulating  the  appointments  of  County  Court  Officers. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 

Majority  o<itho,i;y  of  the  sume,  That  in  future  in    he  appointment  of  air*  she    ff    coroner,  county  tiustee, 

.Justices  neces  clei  k  >f  the  c  unt    court,  register  and  c  unty  attorney,  there  shad  be  present  a  majority  of  the 

.aary.  acting  justices  of  .he  peace  of  the  county,  and  n>   p  rson  ^-h  illbe  deemed  to  be   duly   electee? 

without  receiving  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  justices  present. 
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II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  the  appointment  of  any  ranger,  constable  or  other  cum-      1816. 
ty  officer,   not  named  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  there  shall  be  present  ;-.t  least  seven  justices      v-^— » 
of  the  peace  of  the  county,  and  no  person  shall  be  deemed  duly  elected  without  receiving  a  ir>a-     7  justices 
jority  of  the  votes  of  the  justices  present :  Provided,  that  nothing  in  the  .first  section  of  this,  necessary, 
act,  shall  extend  to  the  counties  of  Surry,  Stokes,  Granville  and  Burke. 

CHAP.  IV. 
AN  act  making  it  the  duty  of  sheriffs  to  serve  notices  of  the  clerks  of  courts  and  clerks  and  mas- 
ters in  equity  to  parties  'concerned,  to  attend  on  the  days  of  reference  at  making  up  reports,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

WHEREAS  much  inconvenience  has  arisen  on  account  of  sheriffs  not  being  compelled  to 
serve  notices  as  above  recited,  for  remedy  whereof, 

BE  it  mooted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  herebij  enact- sh^r'i!rsd':l', ■'■ 
edbu  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  it  shall  be  the  du- 
ty of  the  several  sheriffs  within  this  state  to  serve  all  notices  issuing  from  clerks  of  courts  and 
clerks  and  masters  in  equity,  to  parties  concerned  in  all  references  to  them  made,  and  for  neg- 
lect or  failure  to  do  the  same,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  penalties  as  by  law  provided  for  omis- 
sions or  neglect  in  serving  other  process  issuing  to  them. 

II.  And  Whereas,  the  present  allowance  made  to  the  sheriffs  serving  process  at  a  distance,  is  Compensation 
by  no  means  sufficient;  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  all 
sheriffs,  for  said'service  of  any  process  at  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  or  up  vv  aids,  shall  be  al- 
lowed four  cents  for  each  and  every  mile,  to  be  taxed  in  the  bill  of  costs. 

III.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  acts  coming  within  the  purview  and  meaning  of  this  act, 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

CHAP.V. 

JIN  Jlct  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  Clerks  of  the  Superior  Courts  of  Law,  and,  Clerks  on& 
Masters  in  Equity,  during  the  recess  of  said  courts. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  By  whonnp- 
■hy  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  whenever  a  vacancy  shall  happen  in  the  office  of  clerk  of  P°intea' 
any  of  the  superior  couits  of  law,  or  in  the  office  of  clerk  and  master  in  equity?  in  any  coun- 
ty in  this  state,  the  judge  residing  within  the  judicial  circuit  in  which  such  vacancy  shall  hap- 
pen, shall  appoint  some  suitable  person  residing  in  said  county,  to  fill  the  said  vacancy  :  and  if 
no  one  of  the  judges  of  the  s  iid  courts  shall  reside  within  the  circuit  in  which  such  vacan- 
cy  shall  happen,  then  the  chief  justice  :  when  two  or  more  judges  shall  reside  in  the  said 
circuit,  if  one  of  said  judges  shall  be  the  chief  jusiice,  then  such  chief  justice,  otherwise  the 
senior  judge  may  appoint  sorre  suitable  person,  residing  in  th  countv  as  aforesaid,  to  fill  the 
said  vacancy  J  and  the  person  so  appointed,  shall  before  the  judge,  wh<  sha'i  make  such  ap- 
pointment, or  before  some  justice  of  the  peace  duly  commissioned  by  the  said  judge  for  that 
purpose,  take  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law  for  the  qualification  of  clerk-  of  the  superior  courts 
of  law,  and  clerks  and  masters  in  equity :  and  if  such  appointment  shall  not  be  made  during 
the  recess  of  the  court  in  which  such  vacancy  shall  happt  n,  the  judge  who  shall  ride  the  cir- 
cuit, including  the  county  wherein  such  vacancy  shall  happen  next,  after  thr  happening  thereof, 
shall  appoint  so:ne  suitable  person  residing  in  said  county,  to  fill  »aic!  vacancy:  and  in  every 
case  the  judge  so  n-xt  tiding  he  said  circuit,  shall  take  bonds  with  g  >od  and  sufficient  securi- 
ty as  the  law  directs,  from  the  person  so  appointed,  either  by  himself,  the  judge  residing  with- 
in the  said  circuit  or  the  chief  justice  :  aid  :f  the  person  so  appointed,  fail  tc  enter  into  bends 
with  security  as  aforesaid,  the  judge  holding  the  court  shall  appoint  some  other  suitable  person 
as  aforesaid  to  fill  the  said  vacancy. 

II.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  where  such  appointment  shall  be  made,  either  in  vacation  or     ^ye\\VSTy  of 
in  term  time,  the  judge  making  the  same,  shall  give  to  the  person  appointed  an  order  on  the  records, 
person  or  persons  in  whose  custody  the  records  of  said  court   shall  be,  who  shall  deliver  the 

same  in  obedience  to  the  said  order. 

III.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  wherever  any  appeal  shall  be  had  from  the  county  court,  to     In  cases  cf 
tbe  superior  court  of  law  and  a  vacancy  shall  have  happened  in  the  office  of  c!erk  of  the  said  su-  appeals, 
perior  court,  so  that  the  appellant  cannot  file  the  transcript  of  the  record,  within  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  law,  on  the  appellant's  making  it  appear  to  the  satisf'action-of  the  court,  to  which 

the  said  appeal  shall  be  returnable,  that  he  had  made  application  to  the  clerk  of  the  county 
court  for  a  transcript  of  the  record  within  time  to  have  filed  the  same  fifteen  days  before  the 
sitting  of  the  said  superior  court,  the  transcript  of  the  record  shall  be  filed  in  said  coart,  and 
the  cause  shall  stand  for  trial  at  the  succeeding  term. 


CHAP.  VI. 

An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  the  charters  of  the  State  Bank  of  North  -Carolina. 
WHEREAS  it  is  expedient  and  will  be  advantageous  to  alter  and  amend  the  charter  of 
the  state  bank  of  North-Carolina,    and  whereas  the  stockholders  of  the  said  bank,  at  a  gene- 
ral meeting,  have  given  their  assent  to  the  following  alterations  and  amendments  of  the  said 
charter  : 

%.       I.  BE  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  andit     Treasurer 

2£  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  be  authorised  d'irea|n  nnn'r 
F  and  directed,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  directed  as  soon  as  he  can  conveniently  do  the  treasury  note'2 

^sarne,  to  issue  the  sum  of  eighty  thousand  dollars  in  treasury  notes,  of  the  following  denomi- 
nations, to  wit,  <  f  five   cents,  six  and  a  quarter  cents,  ten  cents,"  twelve  and  a  half  cents,  twenty 

>■  tents,  twenty-five  cents,  thirty  cents,  forty  cents,  fifty  cents  and  seventy-five  cents  ;  and  these 
notes  shall  have  such  margin  and  devices  as  the  treasurer  shall  think  proper  tc  adopt,  shall  be 
made  payable  to  bearer,  at  the  treasury  of  this  state,  shall  be  dated,  numbered  and  signed  by 
the  treasurer,  or  by  such  person  or  persons  as  he  may  appoint  and  employ  to  assist  him,  in  dat- 
ing, numbering  and  signing  the  same,  under  his  immediate  controul,  superintendance  and  in- 
spection, and  immediately  paid  over  by  him  to  the  cashier  of  said  bank  :  they  may  be  thrown 
into  circulation  by  the  said  bank,  and  they  shall  be  redeemed  by  the  treasurer  from  time  to 
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1816        .tiifl^,  as  thev  shall  be  presented  for  payment,  and  by  him  may  again  bt  circulated,  and  they 
^  «-— *      <dia'  b    itceivabie  in  debts  and  taxes  due  to  the  state.     And  the  said  treasun  notes  whc   s<- 
t-  ct-iveii    by  the  cashier^    shall  be  in  part  payment  of  the  debt  due  from  this  state  to  the  Said 
baakj  and  the  interest  accruing  on  so  much  thereof  shall  immediately  cease. 

CHAP.  VII. 

An  Act  declaring  the  duty  of  Clerks  and  fur  other  purposes. 
Clerk  shall       BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina, andit  is  hereby  enac- 
™mmon  £uar"  ttd  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  o!  this  act   it   shall  be   and 
is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  duty  of  the  cle:k  of  the  court  of  pitas  ai  d  quarter  sessions  in  the 
several   counties  in  this  state  respectively,  to  issue,  ex  officio,  summons  retivnable    to  n<xt 
court,  against  all  guardians,  whe.her  resident  in  the  same  or  any  other  county,  who  shall  fail  to 
appear  and  exhibit  his,  her  or  their  account  as  required  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  passed  in 
the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  sixty  two. 
Penalty.  jj.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  aoy  clerk  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to'perform  the  duty 

herein  enjoined  upon  him,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  to  be  recovered  by 
action  of  debt,  before  any  court  having  jurisdiction  thereof,  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the 
ward  of  said  guardian. 
]>es.  III»  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  clerk,  for  issuing  the  summons  herein  directed, 

shall  be  entitled  to  demand  an  1  receive  the  sum  of  sixty  cents,  m  be  collected  by  the  sheriff 
or  other  officer,  at  the  time  of  serving  said  summons,  and  accounted  for  to  the  clerk  at  th  -  re- 
turn of  the  same  :  Provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  subject  to 
payment  of  costs  aforesaid,  any  guardian  who  mav  have  bef  ire  the  return  of  such  summons, 
finally  settled  with  his  ward,  or  will  make  it  appear  to  the  court,  that  he  was  prevented  by  sick- 
ness or  o.her  unavoidable  cause,  from  exhibiting  his  account  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the 
act  of  seventeen  hundred  and  sixty-two. 


chap:  vim 

An  Act  to  compel  Retailers  of  Spiritous  Liquors  by  the  small  measure  to  take  a  licence  from  the 

County  Court  and  for  other  purposes. 
Seven  justices     BE  it  enactea  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac- 
"•■mto^ua'6'  ted  by  t!le  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March  next,  every  per- 
'.'  -son  wishing  to  retail  spiritous  liquors  by  the  small  measure  shall  apply  to  the  county  court  of 
pleas  and  quarter  sessions,  of  the  county  in  which  they  reside,  and  obtain  a  licence  therefor, 
which  licence  shall  be  granted  by  the  said  court,  seven  justices  being  present  on  the  bench,  to 
such  person  or  persons  only  as  mav  give  satisfactory  evidence  to  the  said  court,  of  their  good 
conduct,  and  rnoral  character.      And  upon  the  same  b-ur,g  granted,  as  aforesaid,  the  party 
praying  such  licence  shall  pay  to  the  clerk  cf  the  said  court,  the  sum  or  forty- eight  shillings, 
and   thereupon  obtain  from  the  said  clerk,  a  licence  to  retail  spiritr.us   liquors  at  their  usual 
place  of  residence,  for  the  term  of  one  year.      And    the  said  clerk  shall  account  for,    and  pay 
into  the  treasury  of  this  state,  the  sum  of  forty  sh  llings,  for  each  and  every  licence  by  him 
issued,  as  aforesaid,  at  the  time  of  making  his  return  of  taxable  property. 
Penalty.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  retail    spiritous  liquors  by  the  small 

measure  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  thi3act,  such  person  or  persons  so  offend- 
ing, shall  be  subject  to  indictment,  either  in  the  county  or  superior  c  <urt,  for  the  same,  and  up- 
on conviction,  shall  be  fined  at  the  discretion  of  said  court,  a  sum  not  less  than  five  pounds  for 
each  and  every  offence. 
Former  acts  HI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the  laws  of  this  state,  as  authorises  retai- 
repealed-  jerg  tQ  en]|st  themselves  as  such,  with  the  justice  at  the  time  of  taking  a  list  of  their  taxables, 
and  all  other  laws  which  come  within  the  meaning  of  this  act,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  re- 
pealed and  made  void. 

CHAP.  IX. 

An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  an  act  passed  in  the  yea-r  1773,  chapter  4th,  entitled  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Insolvent  Debtors,  with  respect  to  the  imprisonment  of  their  persons. 
WHEREAS  it  frequently  occurs  that  debtors  taken  in  execution,  are  removed   for  safe 
Preamble-    keeping  from  the  county  where  the  judgment  was  obtained,  to  the  jail   of  some  other,  and 
doubts  are  entertained  whether  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  any  county  but  the  ore  from  whose 
court  the  execution  issued,  can  legally  discharge  a  debtor,  under  the  insolvent  debtor's  law, 
whereby  much  hardship  is  often  sustained  by  such  d;bt  rs  ;  for  remedy  whereof. 
Who  may  ad-      &■&  **  enacted  by  Ihe  General  Aessembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac- 
minister    the  ted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  any  count*  within  this  state, 
oath.  shall  and  may  legally  cause  to  be  brought  before  them,  any  person  confined  for  debt  within  the 

jail  of  their  county,  and  to  administer  to  him,  herr.j-  them  the  oath  prescribed  for  the  relief  of 
insolvent  debtors,  and  grant  him,  her  or  them  a  dischage  as  "'ell  when  the  execution  under 
which  the  person  of  said  debtor  is  confined  has  issued  fom  the  court  of  another  county,  as 
where  it  issutd  from  the  court  of  their  own  county:  Provided,  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be 
construed  to  repeal  that  part  of  said  recited  act  which  requires  notice  to  be  served  on  the  cre- 
ditor or  creditors  of  such  debtor  cr  debtors. 


CHAP.  X. 

An  act  allowing  further  time  for  registering  grants,  proving  and  registering  Deeds,  Mesne  con- 
veyances, Powers  of  Attorney,  bills  of  sale  and  deeds  of  gift. 
BE  it  enacted  bti  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  audit  is  hercbi/  enac- 
flowed.  ted  ty  the  authority  cf  the  same,  Tha'  all  gran.s  for  lands  in  this  state,  all  deeds  of  mesne  con- 

veyance, powers  of  attorney,  under  which  any  lmds,  tenements  or  hereditaments  have  been, 
or  may  be  conveyed,  bills  of  sale,  deeds  of  ^itt,  already  proved,  as  deeds  of  conveyance  are 
required  tobe  proven,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  proven,  shall  and  may  within  two  years  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  be  admitted  to  registration,  under  the  same  rules,  aud  reguladnns,  and 
restrictions  as  heretofore  appointed  by  law  ;  and  said  grants,  deeds,  mesne  conveyances,  pow- 
ers of  attorney,  bills  of  sale,  and  deeds  of  gift,  shall  be  as  good  and  valid  as  if  they  had  been 
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prov,  n  and  registered  within  the  time  heretofore  allowed,  any  law  10  the  contrary  uotwilh-       1  u!6. 
standing.  ' — r~~> 

II.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  deeds  issued  from  the  office  of  the  late  Earl  Granville,  Earl  Granvill's 
and  not  already  registered  may  have  a  further   time  of  twelve  months  allowed  for  registration,  Deeds, 
and  the  proof  necessary  thereto,  shall  be  by  parity  of  hands,  which  shall  be  good  and  valid  in 
law. 


CHAP.  XI. 

Jin  act  to  amend  an  act  passed  in  the  year  one  thonsaud  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  entitled  an  act 
making  further  provision  in  favor  of  the  owners  of  strays. 

WHEREAS  the  ab.-ve  recited  act  lays  additional  duties  on  the  rangers  without  any  com- 
pensation therefor. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac-  Rangers allow 
ted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  rangers  shal>  be  allowed  tht  sum  of  fifty  cents,  over  ed  50  cent?, 
and  above  the  sum  now  allowed  for  each  stray  by  them  advertised,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  before  recited  act,  to  be  paid  by  the  taker  up  of  said  stray,  which  sum  shall  be  repaid  by 
the  owner. 

CHAP.  XII. 

Jin  act  to  direct  the  disposal  of  negroes,  mulattqes  and  persons  of  color,  imported  into  this  state,  con- 
trary to  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  entitled  «  an  act  to  prohi- 
bit the  importation  of  slaves  into  any  port  or  place,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  one  thonsaud  eight  hundred  and 
eiglit. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac- 
ted by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  each  and  every  negro,  mulatto  or  person  of  color,  im-  shall  be  sola 
poi  ted  into  this  state,  from  any  foreign  port  or  place  for  a  slave,  or  to  be  held  to  service  or  la-  [°^  ^te"se  ° 
bor,  since  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  contra- 
ry to  the  provisiens  of  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  an  act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  approved  the  se- 
cond day  of  March,  1807,  (except  as  hereinafter  provided)  shall  be  sold  and  disposed  of  for 
the  use  i  f  the  state. 

II.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  sheriff  of  each  county  of  this 

state,. shall,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  required,  to  seize  and  take  into  his  possession,  jberifi  s  duly. 
every  t>eg.  o,  mulatto  and  person  of  color,  of  the  description  aforesaid,  as  well  those  which  have, 
been,  as  those  which  shall  be  imported  as  aforesaid,  found  or  which  shall  be  found,  in  the 
county  of  which  he  is  sh-riff,  and  such  negro,  mulatto  or  person  of  color  so  taken  in  his  pos- 
session, to  sell  and  dispose  of  at  public  sale  (giving  previous  notice  of  fifteen  days  of  the  time 
of  such  ale,  by  advertisement  in  one  of  the  newspapers  published  in  this  state,)  to  the  high- 
est and  best  bidder,  at  a  credit  of  six  months,  the  purchaser  entering  intrrbond  with  secu  ity, 
to  be  approved  by  said  shf  riff,  for  the  payment  of  the  purchase  rronev,  which  money  wh.-n  re. 
ceivtd  the  sheiiff  so  receiving  shall  account  for  and  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  this  state,  after  de- 
ducting from  the  gross  amount  thereof,  the  several  sums  hereinafter  authorised  by  him  to  be 
retained:  the  monies  collected  bv  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  paid  and  accounted  for  at  the  trea- 
sury, by  the  several  sheriffs,  at  the  same  time,  and  under  the  regulations  and  penalties  as  pre- 
scribed in  accounting  for  and  paying  the  public  taxes. 

III.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  where  any  such  negro,  mulatto  or  person  of  color,  as  is  a-     in  case   of 
boVe  mentioned  shall  abscond,  or  so  conceal  him  or  herself,  that  he  cr  she  cannot  be  taken  by  ab;condirg. 
the  sheriff,  said  sheriff  may  offer  a  reward  not  exceeding  one  fifth  part  of  the  value  of  such 

negro,  mulatto  or  person  of  color,  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  apprehend  and  deliver 
him  or  her  to  the  sheriff  or  his  deputy,  and  shall  then  sell  said  negro,  mulatto  or  person  of  co- 
lor as  above  directed  ;  or  such  sheiiff  may  in  his  discretion  proceed  to  advertise  and  sell  such 
negro,  mulatto  or  person  of  color,  as  directed  in  the  foregoing  section,  without  offering  a  re- 
ward, although  such  negro,  mulatto  or  person  of  color  may  not  be  in  the  custody  or  possession 
of  said  sheriff,  at  the  time  v<f  said  sale. 

IV.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  any  person  shall  discover  any  negro  of  the  des- 
cription aforesaid,  in  any  county  of  this  state,  and  give  such  notice  thereof  to  the  sheriff  of  the 
county,  that  he  shall  iu  consequence  of  such  information  obtain  the  said  negro,  mulatto  or  per- 
son of  color,  the  person  or  persons  giving  such  information  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the 
said  sheriff  one  filth  part  ot  the  sum  for  which  said  negro,  mulatto  or  person  of  color  shall  af- 
terwards sell,  to  be  retained  as  well  as  the  reward  offered  as  directed  in  the  preceding  section, 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  and  paid  to  the  person  entitled  to  the  same  by  said  sheriff. 

V.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  sales  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  made  at  the  court-house 

of  each  respective  county,  and  the  sheriff  selling,  or  his  successor  in  case  of  his  death,  resigna-  Place  of  sale, 
tion  or  removal  from  office,  shall  execute  and  deliver  to  the  purchaser,  his  executors,  adminis- 
trators or  assig  s,  a  bill  of  sale  for  such  negro,  mulatto  or  person  of  color  so  sold,  which  shall  vest 
in  the  purchaser  ihe  absolute. property  in  the  same,  and  th-  title  so  acquired  shall  not  be  effect- 
ed by  the  want  of  advertisement  or  by  any  other  irregularity  in  such  sale  or  proceedings,  on 
the  part  of  the  sheriff. 

VI.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  everv  sheriff  selling  as  aforesaid  may  retain  out  of  the  pur-  _,     ._.   . 

£        u  i.  '  f«-i  iii-.i  i      j  i-     Sl.ei-iff  s  fees, 

cnase  money,  ot  such,  negro,  mulatto  or  p<  rson  ot  color,  so  sold,  besides  the  rewards  above  di- 
rected to  be  paid  and  besides  the  reasonable  charges  at  which  the  said  sheriff  shall  be  in  keep- 
ing such  negr  >,  mulatto  or  person  of  color  till  'he  day  of  sale,  and  in  advertising  as  aforesaid, 
the  further  sum  of  six  per  centum  on  the  gross  proceeds  of  such  sale,  which  shall  be  in  full 
compensation  of  his  services. 

VII.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  where  any  person  or  persons  shall  have  purchased  before 
the  18th  of  November,  1816  for  a  fair  and  valuable  co..s;deration,  any  such  negro-  mulatto  or 
person  of  color  so  imported  into  this  state,  contrarv  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  con- 
gress, of  and  from  any  person  or  persons  originally  importing  such  negro,  mulatto  or  person 
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is  6.  of  color,  or  the.mnSter,  agen:  or  at  -,rney  ot  such  importer  or  importers  and  such  sa!e  or  pur- 
'—■v— -•  chase  shall  not  be  merely  colorable  to  defect  or  evade  the  provision  of  this  act,  in  that  case 
the  sheriff  in  whose  County  sach  negso,  mulatto  or  person  of  color  is  found,  and  the  sheriff  of 
the  county  where  such  purchaser  resides,  shall  not  proceed  to  sell  such  negro,  mulatto  or  per- 
son of  color,  but  upon  due  proof  being  made  of  such  sale  and  purchase  before  the  chief  or 
other  Justice  of  the  supreme  or  superior  courts  such  thief  or  other  Justice  shall  give  to  such 
purchaser  a  certificate  under  his  hand  directed  ,o  the  sheriff  of  the  county  where  such  negro, 
m=ii  >t:o  or  person  of  color  is  or  the  purchaser  reside  s,  specifying the  negro  mulatto  or  person  of 
col  r,  wi.h  respect  to  which  such  proof  shall  havefoeen  exhibited  and  on  receipt  of  such  certificate 
such  sheriff  shall  execute  and  deliver  to  such  purchaser  or  his  representative  a  bill  of  sale  for 
•such  negro,  mulatto  or  person  of  color  and  tht  ben  fit  of  this  section  shall  extend  to  the  assig- 
nee or  assignees  of  such  purchaser  as  well  as  to  such  purchaser  and  his  representatives. 

VIII.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  That  ihe  several  -provisions  cf  this  act  shall  exter.d  and  ap- 
ply to  ever}'  negro,  mulatto  and  person  cf  color,  the  issue  of  any  negro,  -mulatto  or  person  of 
color  so  imported  as  aforesaid. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

Jin  act  concerning  Public  Jails,  Court  Houses  ct7id  Stocks. 
C  ninty  Court      BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac^ 

to  lay  a  tax.  ted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  Justices,  in  the  several  counties  iu  this  state,  shall 
from  time  to  time  lay  a  sufficient  tax  to  erect,  and  keep  in  good  repair,  the  public  jail,  court- 
house and  stocks,  in  their  respective  counties,  and  the  public  jails  shall  be  constructed  in  the 
manner  and  with  the  number  of  apartments  now  directed  by  law. 

Jailer's  dutv.  **•  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  jailor,  or  keeper  of  any  public 
prison,  to  dense  each  and  eve*y  day,  the  room  of  the  prison  in  which  any  person  shall  be  con- 
fined, and  cause  all  filth  to  be  removed  therefrom,  and  also  to  furnish  to  the  prisoner  or  pri- 
soners, confined  in  said  jail,  good  and  wholesome  water,  at  least  three  times  in  each  and  eve- 
ry day. 

Duty  of  Grand      HI-  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  grand  jury,  in  each  county,  at 

Jury.  every  court  holden  for  the  saidcountv,  to  visit  the  jail  of  said  county,  and  examine  the  apart- 

ments, in  which  prisoners  shall  be  confined,  and  they  shall  report  to  the  court  the  condition  of 
the  said  jail,  and  of  the  prisoners  confined  therein,  and  also  shall  report  to  the  court  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  shall  appear  to  them,  the  jailer  has  discharged  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act. 

TV.  Be  it  further  enacted .  That  the  county  courts  shall  regulate  the  allowances  to  be  made 
to  persons  summoned  to  guard  their  respective  jails. 


CHAP.  XIV. 

Jin  net  to  amend  the  laws  in  force  respecting  the  trial  of  slaves  in  capital  cases. 
Trial  of  slayes.      BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac- 
ted by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  in  all  cases  in  which  a  s'ave   or  slaves  shall  be  charged 
with  the  commission  of  an  offence,  the  punishment  whereof  may  extend  to  life,    the  superior 
courts  of  law  shall  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  within  their  respective  counties,  the  trial  shall 
be  conducted  in  the  same  manner,  and  ui;der  the  same  rules,  regulations  and  restrictions,  as  tri- 
ads of  freemen  for  a  like  offence  are  how  conducted,  except  as  is  hereinafter  provided,  and  no- 
tice of  trial  shall  be  given  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  s'ave  or  slaves,  in  the  manner  now 
directed  in  the  case  of  the  trial  of  slaves  in  the  county  courts. 
Removal  of     II.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  such  cases  maybe  removed  for  trial  to  an  adjoining  coun'y. 
trial.  upon  affidavit  of  the  owner,  or  in  his  absence,  of  the  council  of  such  slave  or  slaves,  in  the 

same  manner  as  causes  may  now  be  removed  by  freemen. 

Til.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  slave  shall  not  be  tried  for  a  capital  offence,  but  on  pre- 
sentment or  indictment  of  the  grand  jury,  and  on  his  trial  shall  be  entitled  to  the  right  of 
challenge  for  cause  only,  which  challenge  he  shall  make  by  and  with  the  advice  and  assis-> 
tance  of  his  owner,  or  in  his  absence,  of  his  counsel. 

IV.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  slave  convicted  of  a  clergyable  offence,  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  clergy,  in  like  manner  with  a  free  man. 
Court  of  Oyer  ym  jge  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  of  conspiracy,  insurrection  or  rebellion  of  slaves 
'  ■'"upon  the  information,  and  at  the  request  of  any  five  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  in 
which  such  conspiracy,  insurrection  or  rebellion  shall  happen,  it  shall  be  ihe  duty  of  the  gov- 
ernor, for  the  time  beiug,  to  issue  a  commission  of  oyer  and  terminor,  to  any  of  the  judges  of 
the  superior  courts  of  law,  for  the  trial  of  such  slaves,  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  act  of 
1777,  chapter  2,  and  of  1779,  chapter  6. 

VI.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  laws,  and  clauses  of  laws,  which  come  within  the  mean 
ing  and  purview  of  this  act,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

CHAP.  XV. 
Jin  act  concerning  th-e  estate  of  persons  dying  intestate. 
WHEREAS  great  loss  to  estates  is  sometimes  suffered,  where  persons  die   intestate  during 
Preamble,    the  recess  of  the  county  cc Urts,  for  the  want  of  authority,  in  same  person,  to  collect  ihe  as- 
sets, and  expose  to  sale  such  parts  thereof  as  are  likely  to  perish,  >- r  be  much  impaired  in  va- 
lue, before  the  sitting  of  the  next  court   of  pleas  and  quarter  sessions,  of  the  county  in  which 
the  said  deceased  had  his  last  usual  place  of  residence. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State<f  North-Carolina,  andit  is  hereby  enac- 
of  administ-"  f  e<^  %  t^le  authority  of  the  same,  That  where  any  person  shall  die  intestate,  and  his  or  her  es- 
tion  granted,  tatt  is  in  such  situation  as  to  require  the  immediate  care  of  some  discreet  person,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  anv  three  justices  of  the  ptace,  of  the  c  onty  in  which  the  deceased  had  his  or  her 
last  usual  place  of  residence,  to  meet  V  gether  at  the  cleik's  <  ffice,  of  the  said  county,  and  to 
gran:  to  seme  discreet  person,  special  letters  of  administration  on  the  esate  of  the  said  deceas- 
ed, authorising  and  empowering  said  person  to  collect  and  take  into  hiaher  possession  the  es- 
tate of  tht  said  deceased,  until  the  next  ensuiog  court  cf  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  of  said 
county,  and  to  expose  to  public  sale  upon  a  credit,  not  more  than  twelve,  r.or  less  than  6  months. 
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SO  much  of  the  crop,  stock  and  provisions  on  hand,  as  the  said  three  justices  may  deem  advi-       1816. 
sable  ;  and  is  schedule  of  such  stock,  crop  and  provisions  so  directed  to  be  sold,    shall  be  made      >— > — • 
outby  the  said  three  Ji  Slices,  and  a  copy  thereof  signed  by  them  shall  be  filed  with  the  clerk 
of  the  said  county  ;  and  the  said  Justices,  before  granting  letters  of  administration^  aforesaid, 
phall  require,  and  take  from  the  person  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  granted,  bond  with  approved 
security  in  such  sum  as  the  said  three  justices  shall  order  and  direct,  conditioned  for  his  or  her 
faithful  administration  of  the  said  estate,  until  the  next  ensuing  court  of  pleas  and  quarter  ses- 
sions  of  the   said  county,  and  for  his  or  her  faithfully  accounting  for  and  delivering  over  the  tJj^d£ ^ 
said  estate  to  such  person  or  persons,  as  the  said  court  shall  appoint  as  administrator  of  the  said 
estate.     And  the  said  bor.d  shall  be  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  said  county  court,  for  safe  keep- 
ing, and  the  said  county  court  shall  proceed  to  grant  general  letters  of  administration  to  such 
person    or  persons  as  are  or  may  be  legally  entitled  to  the  same,  and  the  same  fees  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  the  clerk  of  the  said  court,  for  taking  the  bond  first  mentioned  as  aforesaid,   as  are  al-    Clerk's  fees. 
lowed  by  law  for  taking  bonds  in  common  cases  of  administration:  provided,  thatnothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  prevent  the  family  of  the  deceased  from  using  the  crop  stock,  and  provision 
of  the  deceased,  until  the  granting  of  the  said  special  administration  ;  nor  affect  or  impair  the 
rights  of  the  widow,  to  a  year's  allowance  as  now  established  by  law. 

CHAP.  XVI. 

Jin  act  concerning  (he  nawgaUon  of  JVewse  River  and  to  amenfran  act  passed  in'the,  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twelve,  entitled  an  act  for  opening  and  improving  the  navigation  of  Neitse 
River. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Nerth-Carolnia.  and  it  is  hereby  enac- 
ted by  the  authority  of  the  same,  Thai  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  franchises   granted  to  the  pm!1egcs fl,e 
Roanoke  Navigation  Company,  by  the  fourth,  filth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  ele-same  as  gran- 
venth,  twelfih,  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  sections  of  an  act  ted  to  Roanoke 
passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  entitled  "an  act  for  improving  the  Company, 
navigation  of  Roanoke  River,   from  the  town  of  Halifax  to  the  place  where  the  Virginia  line 
intersects  the  same,"  be  and  they  are  hereby  granted  to  the  "Neuse  River  Navigation  Com- 
pany"  incorporated  by  an  act  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  en- 
titled "an  act  for  opening  and  improving  the  navigation  of  Neuse  River  ;"  and  the  said  sec- 
tions shall  constitute  and  form  part  of  the  charter  of  the  said  company  as  applied  to  the  Neuse 
Ri/er  and  the  sti  earns  v  hieh  run  into  the  same. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  rights,  privileges  and  franchises  of  the  said  Neuse 
Rivtr  Navigation  Company,  shall  extend  from  the  sources  of  the  Neuse  River  to  Fort  Bam= 
well  in  Craven  county,  and  of  the  several  rivers  and  creeks  running  into  the  said  river  ab.  ve 
that  place  ;  and  the  president  and  directors  of  the  said  company  shall  have  power,  and  they 
are  hereby  authorised  to  engage  persons  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Neuse  River  and  its 
waters  as  aforesaid,  by  caials,  locks  and  sluices  orotherwise  as  maybe  deemed  most  expedient. 

III.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders  in  the  said  compa- 
ny, shall  be  held  in  the  city  of  Raleigh,  or  at  such  other  place  as  the  stockholders  or  the  presi-  St^^o\^rcC! 
dent  and  directors  of  said  company  shall  appoint :  and  the  president  and  directors  shall  conti- 
nue in  office  uatil  others  shall  b*  appointed  by  the  stockholders,  in  general  meeting.     At  any 

time  or  times  after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  books  may  be  opened  for  receiving  subscrip- 
tions for  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  company,  at  the  discretion  of  the  stock- 
holders, or  a  majority  of  them,  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  in  their  opinion  will  be  sufficient  to 
effect  the  purposes  of  the  navigation  aforesaid,  and  the  other  purposes  of  this  act ;  and  if  at     opening  © 
any  time  when  books  shall  be  opened  as  aforesaid,  more  shares  shall  be  subscribed  than  the  said  Books. 
books  shall  be  opened  for,  the  president  and  directors  shall  proceed  to  strike  off  from  the  said 
subscriptions  until  the  same  shall  be  reduced  to  the  sum  for  which  the  said  books  shall  be  open- 
ed, and  in  striking  off  from  the  said  subscriptions,  they  shall  proceed  in  the  manner  prescribed 
in  the  first  section  of  the  act  aforesaid,  passed  in  the   year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve,  entitled  "an  act  for  improving  the  navigation  of  Roanoke  river,  from    the  town  of 
Halifax,  to  the  place  where  the  Virginia  line  intersects  the  same  :"  Provided,  That  there  shall 
in  no  case  be  a  striking  off  from  the  subscription  of  the  state. 

IV.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  president  and  directors  shall  designate  the  persons  un= 
der  whose  care  the  books  shall  be  opened  for  receiving  subscriptions  for  an  increase  of  capi- 
tal stock,  and  determine  how  long  and  at  what  places  the  said  books  shall  remain  open,  but  th<=: 
satd'books  shall  remain  open  at  least  twenty  days. 

And  whereas  it  may  become  necessary  to  sell  some  of  the  shares  of  the  said  subscri- 
bers for  balances  which  may  6e  due  thereon. 

V.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  books  of  the  said  company  shall  be  deemed  good  evi- 
dence of  such  sale?  and  of  the  purchase  of  said  shares. 

And  whereas  by  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Neuse  river  and  the  various  streams 
which  run  into  the  same,  the  said  company  will  become  entitled  to  tolls  at  diffeient  places  but  of 
unequal  amount. 

VI.  Be  it  enacted,  That  the  stockholders  in  a  general  meeting,  or  the  president  and  direc-        Tdlls, 
tors  shall  have  power  to  regulate  and  determine  the  tolls  which  shall  be  paid,  and  from  time  to 

time  alter  the  said  tolls  :  Provided,  That  the  said  tolls  shall  be  so  fixed  that  the  profits  arising 
therefrom  shall  not  exceed  fifteen  percent,  per  year  upon  the  capital  stock  actually  paid  for 
the  purposes  of  the  said  navigation  after  payment  of  all  the  sums  allowed  annually  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  said  company,  expences  incurred  for  repairs  and  other  incidental  charges  :  and  the 
president  and  directors  shall  so  apportion  the  tolls  to  be  paid  at  different  places  on  the  said 
river,  as  t'j  do  equal  and  impartial  justice,  as  near  as  maybe,  to  all  persons  transporting  com- 
modities alorg  the  said  navigation,  and  shall  be  so  regulated  that  the  different  persons  trans- 
porting  commodities  along  the  said  river,  shall  as  near  as  may  be,  pay  tolls  proportioned  to  the 
advantages  derived  by  them  from  the  improvements  of  the  navigation  of  said  river,  by  the 
company  aforesaid,  and  where  no  improvements  shall  be  made  no  tolls  shall  be  levied. 

VII-  Beit  further  enacted,  That  the  General  Assembly,  may  from  time  to  time,    call  upon 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  said  company,  for  an  account  of  the  capital  stock  actually 


3« 


%am  of  $oct1)-eatciftaa. 


4816- 


State   sub 
sciiptions. 


paid  as  aforesaid,  and  of  the  amount  of  tolls  received,  which  amount  shall  be  rendered  up&i„ 
— v~~'  oath,  and  the  president  and  directors  of  the  said  company,  whenever  a  majority  of  the  stock- 
holders in  general  meeting  shall  deem  the  same  to  be  advisable,  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby 
"oil  bridges,  authorised  out  of  the  capital  stock  aforesaid,  or  the  tolls  which  shall  be  received,  to  construct 
one  or  more  toll  bridges  across  (he  Neuse  river  or  any  of  the  streams  which  run  into  the  same  : 
and  for  the  condemnation  of  lands  necessary  for  the  erection  of  abutments  ot  said  bridges,  aud 
the  erection  of  toll  house?,  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  as  are  prescribed  for  the  condem- 
nation of  lands  for  canals  in  and  by  the  act  aforesaid,  passed  ia  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve. 

VTII.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  president  and 'directors  of  the  ssid  company  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorised  to  make  or  construct  a  turnpike  road,  from  the  city  of  Raleigh  to 

Turnpike  msonne  convenient  point  on  the  Neuse  river,  not  more  than  ten  miles  distant  from  said  city,  and 
:for  the  condemnation  of  lands  necessary  for  the  said  turnpike  road,  and  the  erection  of  tollhou- 
ses thereon,  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  as  are  prescribed  for  the  condemnation  of  lands 
for  cauals  in  and  by  the  act  mentioned  in  the  preceding  section,  except  as  to  so  much  of  said 
road  as  shall  be  laid  ofF  across  the  public  lands  adjacent  to  the  city  of  Raleigh  ;  and  the  said 
company  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  lay  off  said  road  across  said  public  lands, 
and  to  construct  the  sarse  thereon,  free  and  clear  of  any  charge  to  the  state,  for  and  on  account, 
of  the  same,  and  the  said  company  shall  be  entitled  to  ask  and  receive  tolls  from  all  persons 
travelling  or  passing  along  the  said  turnpike,  and  for  all  commodities  transported  along  the 
same:  and  the  president  and  directors  shall  regulate  and  determine  the  said  tolls  in  such  way, 
.     ..    .  that  they  shall  not  receive  morethan  fifteen  per  cent,  annually  upon  the  capital  stock,  actually 

;e(i  paid  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  turnpike,  after  payment   ol  all  sums  allowed  annually  to  the. 

persons  employed  as  toll  gatherers  or  otherwise  on  the  said  turnpike,  expences  incurred  for  re* 
pairs  and  other  incidental  charges. 

IX.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  treasurer  shall  subscribe  on  behalf  of  the  state,  on  the. 
books  of  the  said  company,  when  they  shall  be  opened  for  receiving  subscriptions  for  an  in- 
crease  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  company  sixty  shares,  and  the  state  shall  be  upon  the 
same  footing  with  other  subscribers  as  to  payments  to  be  made  for  shares,  and  the  state  may  ap- 
point a  director  of  said  company  at  any  tune  when  the  General  Assembly  shall  think  proper, 
who  shall  hold  such  appointment  until  the  next  General  Assembly  thereafter  and  no  longer, 
unless  reappointed.  The  treasurer  shall  represent  the  state  in  all  the  meetings  of  the  stockhol- 
ders, either  personally  or  by  proxy.  The  several  banks  in  this  state  and  all  other  bodies  politic 
and  corporate,  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  subscribe  for  shares  in  the  said  com- 
pany, and  to  hold  and  enjoy  the  same  in  the  same  way  as  oth-r  subscribe!  s. 

Time  for  com-      X.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  if    the  said  company  shall  not  complete  the  said  navigation 
dieting    the  so  as  to  admit  the  safe  passage  of  boats  through  the  same,  and  also  complete  the  said  turnpike 

mavigauoo.  roac|  within  ten  years  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  all  preference  jn  favor  of  the  said 
company  shall  be  forfeited,  as  to  the  stream  or  streams  not  made  navigable,  and  all  rights,  pri- 
vileges and  immunities  to  the  said  turnpike,  or  for  or  on  account  of  the  same,  shall  cease  and 
determine. 

XI.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  stockholders  in  the  N^use  River  Navigation  Company 
aforesaid  shall  make  known  to  the  Governor  on  or  before  the  first  of  March  next,  their  accep- 
tance or  rejection  of  this  amended  charter,  and  if  they  fail  to  make  known  their  acceptance  ot 
rejection  on  or  before  the  said  day,  such  failure  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  an  acceptance 
ithereof:  and  all  acts  and  clauses  of  acts  which  come  within  the  meaning  and  perview  of  this 
act,  or  which  grant  rights,  privileges  and  franchises  at  variance  with  those  given  by  this  act,  but 
which  rights,  privileges  and  franchises  have  not  as  yet  been  used  or  enjoyed,  be  and  the  same 
are  hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

CHAP.  XVII. 

An  act  to  control  and  vest  lapsed  legacies  in  certain  cases. 

WHEREAS  it  is  a  rule  of  the  common  law  as  in  force  and  use  in  this  state,  that  where  any 
person  makes  a  last  will  and  testament  in  writing,  and  devises  any  portion  of  his  or  her  estate, 
to  his  or  her  child  or  children,  and  the  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns  of  such  child 
or  children,  and  such  child-cr  children  dies  before  such  testator  or  devisor,  leaving  issue,  that 
then  and  in  such  case  the  legacy,  share  or  proportion  of  such  testator's  estate  so  devised,  laps- 
es or  falls  into  the  residuum  where  one  is  devised,  and  in  other  cases  descends  and  is  distribu- 
table among  his  next  of  kin  generally,  as  in  cases  of  intestacy,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  benefi- 
cent views  of  such  testators  and  to  the  just  expectations  of  the  issue  of  such  child  or  children  ; 
for  prevention  whereof, 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac~ 
ed  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  when  any  person  shall  hereafter  die,  leaving  a  last  will 
and  testament  in  writing,  and  thereby  devise  any  share  of  his  or  her  estate,  to  his  or  her  child 
or  children,  without  more  saying,  or  to  such  child  or  children,  his,  her  or  their  heirs,  execu- 
tors, administrators  or  assigns,  and  such  child  or  children  shall  have  died  in  the  life  ol  such  tes- 
tator or  testatrix,  in  every  such  case  the  said  legacy, devise  or  bequest  shall  take  effect  and  vest 
a  title  to  the  property  or  share  of  estate  described  and  mentioned  in  the  same,  in  the 
issue  of  such  child  or  children,  if  any,  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  it  would 
have  vested  it  in  such  child  or  children,  had  he,  she  or  they  been  in  full  life  at  the  death  of  the 
testator  and  the  taking  ■  fleet  of  such  will ;  any  'law  or  rule  of  law  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise 
notwithstanding. 

iL  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passcge. 

CHAP.  XVIII. 

An  act  to  annex  part  of  Beaufort  to  the  county  of  Jftarlin. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  btcrth  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac- 
■ted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  from  and  after  the  passi'  g  of  this  act,   he  lir.e    divid- 
ing uie  c    iDtfes  of  B^auf  >rt  and  Martin,  shall  run  in  the  f  Hawing  manner,,  (viz.)     Beginning 
.wiiere  the  line  that  now    divides  the  said -counties  intersects  the  Bear   Grass  Swamp,  running 
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along  ihe  main  drain  of  said  swamp,  to  rhe  main  drain  of  Tranter's  Creek,  thence  up  the  main  1816. 
drain  of  said  creek  to  the  mouih  of  the  Flat  Swamp,  the  present  dividing  line  between  the  *— v— > 
counties  of  Martin  and  Pitt,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

CHAP.  XIX. 

An  act  to  establish  a  superior  court  of  law,  and  court  of  equity  in  the  county  of  Columbus  and  for 

other  purposes. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Garolina    and  it  is  hereby  enac- 
ted by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  there  shall  be  a  superior  court  of  law    and  court  of  equi- 
ty, opened  and  held  in  the  county  of  Columbus,  on  the  second  Monday  after  the  4th  Monday  Time  of  hold- 
in  March   and  September  nest,  and  on  the  2d  Monday  after  the  4th  Monday  in  March  and  ing  Court- 
September   in  each  and  every  year  thereafter,  which  courts  shall  have  the  same  jurisdiction,, 
that  the  presnt  superior  courts  of  law  and  courts  of  equity,  in  the  several  counties  in  this  state 
now  have  and  exercise. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  county  of  Colambus,  shall  hereafter  constitute  a  part 
of  the  fifth  circuit,  and  the  Judge  and  Solicitor,  who  may  attend  the  superior  courts  in  said 
county,  shall  be  entitled  respectively  to  the  same  pay  for  attending  said  courts,  that  they  are 
now  by  law  entitled  to  receive  for  attending  other  superior  courts  in  said  circuit. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  superior  courts,  and  also  the  county  courts  of 
Columbus  shall  be  held  in. ihe  same  manner,  and  exercise  the  same  powers  and  authorities,  and 
be  subject  to  the  same  laws,  rules,  regulations  and  restrictions  of  the  ether  superior  courts  and 
county  courts  of  the  several  counties  in  this  state. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  superior  courts  hereby  established  shall  in  all  res- 
pects have  the  same  powers  as  the  other  superior  courts  of  this  state.  That  a  clerk  and  clerk 
and  master  in  equity,  both  of  skill  and  probity,  and  residents  in  the  county  of  Columbus,  shall 
be  appointed  for  the  same  by  the  Judge  attending  the  first  term  of  said  court,  the  said  clerk 
and  clerk  and  master  in  equity  shall  give  bonds  and  security  as  directed  by  law  for  s«ch  offi- 
cers, and  take  the  oaths  prescribed  for  their  qualification.  The  county  court  of  Columbus 
shall  appoint  thirty  Jurors  to  attend  the  said  court  in  the  same  manner  that  Jurors  are  appoin- 
ted to  attend  the  other  superior  courts  of  this  state. 

V".  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  civil  causes  depending  in  the  superior  courts  of  IfcW 
aud  equity  for  Bladen  county,  the  plaintiff  in  which  causes  resides  in  Columbus  county,  and  al= 
-so  all  actions  of  ejectment  and  trespass,  quare  clausum  fregit,  for  concerning  lands  lying  ia  eemoval  of 
Columbus  county,  shall  be  transferred  with  the  process  and  proce:dings  thereon,  to  the  super!-  causes. 
or  court  of  law  of  the  county  of  Columbus  hereby  established  ;  and  the  provisions  of  an  act 
passed  in  the  year  1806,  entitled  an  act,  amendatory  and  supplem-nt:!  to  an  act  entitled  *■  an  ace 
for  the  more  convenient  administration  of  justice,  passed  at  the  present  session  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly"  for  the  appointment,  summoning  and  attendance  of  Jurors,  for  the  transmission 
and  receipt  of  the  records,  proceedings  and  papers  for  docketing  and  bringing  the  causes  for- 
ward for  trial ;  for  summoning  witnesses,  for  issuing  original  and  mesne  process,  prior  to  the 
first  term  of  Columbus  superior  court,  and  generally  for  all  other  purposes  relative  to  the  pre- 
paration for  trial  and  determination  of  the  business  of  said  court,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
extended  to  the  superior  courts  of  Columbus  county  ;  the  neglects  and  failures  of  the  several 
officers  of  the  superior  courts  of  Bladen  and  Columbus,  and  of  the  couruy  court  of  Columbus, 
shall  be  subject  to  the  same  penalties  and  forfeitures  as  are  prescribed  for  similar  neglects  and 
failures  by  the  said  act,  and  the  said  officers  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  fees  for  their  services 
as  are  established  by  the  said  act  for  like  services. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  superior  courts  of  the  several  counties  hereinafter 
mentioned,  shall,  after  the  next  spring  circuit,  be  opened  and  held  on  the  days  following,  to  wit :  Timeofhotd- 
The  superior  court  of  the  county  of  Montgomery  shall  be  opened  and  held  on  the  first  Mondays  in&  *?  c°urts 
in  March  and  September  in  each  and  every  year  ;  the  superior  court  of  the  county  of  Anson 
shall  be  opened  and  held  on  the  second  Monday  of  March  and  September  in  each  and  every 
year,  the  superior  court  of  the  county  of  Richmond  shall  be  opened  and  held  onthe  third  Mon= 
day  of  March  and  September  in  each  and  every  year,  the  superior  court  of  the  county  of  Ro- 
beson shall  be  opened  and  held  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  March  and  September  in  each  and 
every  year,  the  superior  court  of  the  county  of  Bladen  shall  be  opened  and  held  on  the  first 
Monday  after  the  fourth  Monday  of  March  and  September  in  each  and  every  year,  the  superU 
or  court  of  the  county  of  Columbus  shall  be  opened  and  held  on  the  second  Monday  after  the 
fourth  Monday  of  March  and  September,  the  superior  court  for  the  county  of  Brunswick  shall 
be  opened  and  held  on  the  Thursday  following,  that  is  to  say,  of  the  same  week,  the  superior 
court  of  the  county  of  New  H:mover,  shall  be  opened  and  held  on  the  third  Monday  after  the 
fourth  Monday  in  March  aad  September  in  each  and  every  year ;  the  superior  court  of  the 
county  of  Sampson  shall  be  opened  and  held  on  the  fourth  Monday  after  the  fourth  Monday 
of  March  and  September  in  each  and  every  year,  the  superior  court  for  the  county  of  Curn- 
beiland  shall  be  opened  and  held  on  the  fifth  Monday  after  the  fourth  Monday  of  March  and 
September  in  each  and  ev  ery  year  ;  the  superior  court  for  the  county  of  Moore  shall  be  open- 
ed and  held  on  the  sixth  Monday  after  the  fourth  of  March  and  September  in  each  and  every 
year;  and  all  process  and  proceedings  of  every  kind,  depending  in  and  issued  from  any  of  the 
said  superior  courts  at  the  time  when  the  alteration  of  the  terms  thereof  above  prescribed  shall 
take  effect,  shall  stand  continued  and  ba  returnable  accordingly. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  be  construed  to  pre- 
vent the  trial  of  any  cause  in  the  superior  court  of  Bladen  county,  at  thencxt  term  thereof. 

CHAP.  XX. 

An  Act  to  provide  a  suitable  punishment  for  persons  convicted  of  Felonies  within  Clergy. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  audit  is  hereby  enact- 
ed by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  when  any  person  shali  hereafter  claim  his  or  her  benefit 
of  clergy,  upou  conviction  of  any  felony,  and  the  same  shall  be  allowed,  it  shall  be  in  the  pow- 
er of  the  court  before  which  such  conviction  was  had,  instead  of  the  burning  of  the  hand  of 
such  convict,  to  order  and  adjudge  him  or  htr  to  receive  out  or  mare  public  whippings,   or  to 
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1-'  F,       pay  a  nv.  derate  pecuniary  fine  in  the  discretion  of  said  court,  under  Vil  the  circumstances  of 
^=-v-=J      the  case,  ai  d  the  entry  of  such  judgment  shall  have  the  same  legal  effects  and  consequences 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  the  person  so  convicted  had  been  burned  in  the  hand,  in  pre- 
sence of  the  court  as  heretofore  practised. 

CHAP.  XXI. 

An  act,  to  appoint  commi  ssionprs  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a  navigable  canal  from  Y'urnagin  Ban 
to  Long  Bay  in  Craven  county  and  for  other  purposes. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  \he  State  of  North-Carolina.,  and  it  is  hereby  enact- 
ted  y  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  S.  Nelsor,  Joseph  Wailis,  X  seph  Nelson  and  Chris- 
toph  r  Ncal  of  Craven  count'.',  and  Whittington  Davis,  A.sa  Bishop  and  John  Mayo  of  Car- 
teret county,  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners,  with  full  power  -and  authority 
to  open  books  and  receive  subscriptions  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  and  opening  a  navigable 
canal  from  Turnagin  Bay  to  long  bay  in  Craven  county. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  commissioners  shall  have  full  power,  and  au- 
thority to  employ  some  proper  person  or  persons  as  undertakers  to  perfect  the  opining  the 
said  canal  from  iurnagin  to  Long  bay  as  aforesaid,  and  who  shall  be  p;,id  by  the  commission- 
ers aforesaid,  agreeable  to  their  contract. 

III.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  commissioners  shall  not  proceed  to  execute  the 
powers  above  given,  until  twelve  months  after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  and  until  the 
said  twelve  months  shall  have  elapsed?  the  said  Jos  ph  Nelson  shall  have  the  sole  privileges 
of  cuting  the  canal  as  aforesaid}  and  if  said  Joseph  M  elson  shall  proceed  to  cut  the  same,  then 
this  act  shall  cease  to  operate,  otherwise  it  shall  remain  in  fuil  force. 

CHAP.  XXIi. 
An  act  to  incorporate  a  'company  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  a  canal  and  improving  the  navigation 

of  new  river  in  Onslow  county. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac- 
ted by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawiu!  to  open  books  in  the  county 
of  Onslow,  on  the  first  Monday  in  March  next,  under  the  management  of  Christopher  Dud- 
Icy,  Solomon  E.  Grant,  William  P.  Ferrand,  Edward  Ward,  Eli  W.  Ward,  William  L.  H.H, 
Daniel  Nixon,  Lenard  Humphrey  and  James  Glen  for  receiving  and  entering  subscriptions 
to  the  amount  of  twenty  th  usand  dollars,  for  said  undertaking,  which  subsci  iptions  shall  be 
made  personally  or  by  poner  of  attorney,  and  may  be  paid  in  money  current  in  the  state, 
ai.d  shall  be  kept  open  until  the  said  sum  shall  be  subscribed,  and  the  said  capital  sum  shall, 
be  di\  ided  into  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  of  which  every  person  subscribing  may- 
take  and  subscribe  for  one  or  more  whole  shares  and  not  otherwise,  and  each  person  at  the 
ti.ne  of  subscribing,  shall  pay  down  to  the  managers  twenty  dollars,  and  as  soon  as  the  whole 
number  of  shares,  or  one  haif  of  the  same  sh.li  have  betn  subscribed,  the  managers  aforesaid 
shall  call  a  meeting  of  the  subscribes  which  shall  be  advertised  at  three  public  places  in  the 
-county,  at  least  one  month  before  the  da>  appointed  for  the  said  meeting :  Provided,  That  un- 
less one  half  of  the  said  capital  shall  be  subscribed,  all  subscriptions  made  in  consequence  of 
this  act  shall  be  void,  and  the  money  paid  as  aforesaid  on  account  of  each  share  shall  be  paid 
back  to  the  respective  subscribers  ;  and  in  case  one  half  and  less  than  the  whole  of  the  capital 
shall  be  subscribed  as  aforesaid,  then  the  president  and  directors  are  hereby  empowered  and 
directed  to  take  and  receive  the  subscriptions  which  shall  be  first  offered  in  whole  shares  as 
aforesaid  until  the  whole  number  of  shares  shall  have  been  made  up. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  one  half  of  the  said  capital  or  a  quarter  sum 
shall  be  subscribed  as  aforesaid,  the  subscribers,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  from  the  time  of 
the  said  first  meeting  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be  incorporated  into  a  company, 
by  the  name  of  New  River  Canal  Company,  and  may  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  implead- 
ed as  such,  and  such  of  the  subscribers  as  shall  be  present  at  the  said  meeting,  or  a  majority 
of  them  are  hereby  empowered  and  required,  to  elect  a  president  and  six  directors  for  con- 
ducting the  said  undertaking  and  managing  all  the  said  companies'  business  and  concerns  for 
and  during  such  time,  not  exceeding  three  years,  as  the  subscribers  or  a  majority  of  them 
shall  think  fit;  and  in  counting  the  votes  at  all  general  meetings  of  the  said  company,  each 
member  shall  bz  allowed  one  vote  for  every  share,  as  far  as  five  shares,  and  one  vote  for  eve- 
ry three  shares  above  five,  by  him  or  her  held  at  the  time  in  said  company,  and  any  proprie- 
tor by  writing  under  his  or  her  hand,  executed  before  two  witnesses,  may  depute  any  other 
member  or  proprietor,  to  vote  and  act  as  proxy  for  him  or  her  at  any  general  meeting. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  president  and  directors  so  elected  and  their  succes- 
sors or  a  majority  of  them  assembled,  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  agree  with  any  person 
:>?  p  rsons  on  behalf  of  said  company  to  cut  a  canal  from  New  River  Inlet  in  such  direction 
through  the  marsh  into  the  river,  and  to  perform  such  other  works  as  they  shall  judge  neces- 
sary for  the  cutting  of  said  canal,  and  clearing  the  same,  New  River  from  the  inlet  to  the  source 
of  said  river,  or  so  far  up  as  the  said  company  may  deem  fit ;  and  out  of  the  money  arising  from 
the  subscriptions  and  toils  to  pay  for  the  same,  and  thereafter  to  keep  the  same  in  repair,  and 
(to  defray  all  incidental  charges  ;  and  also  to  appoint  a  treasurer,  clerk  and  such  ether  officers, 
toll-gatherers,  managers  and  servants,  as  they  shall  judge  requisite,  and  to  agree  for  and  set- 
tle their  wages  or  allowances,  and  settle,  pass  and  sign  their  accounts,  and  also  to  make  and 
establish  rules  of  proceeding  and  transact  all  the  other  business  and  concerns  of  the  said  com- 
pany, iu  and  during  the  intervals  between  the  general  meetings  of  the  same,  and  they  shall  be 
allowed  as  satisfaction  for  their  trouble  therein,  such  sum  of  money  as  shall  by  a  general  meet- 
ing  of  the  subscribers  be  determined  t  Provided  ahvai/s,  That  the  treasurer  shall  give  bor-d 
th  such  penalty,  and  with  such  security  as  the  president  and  directors  or  a  majority  of  them 
shall  direct,  for  the  true  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust  in  him  :  and  the  allowances  to  be 
made  to  him  shall  not  exceed  three  per  cent,  on  the  amouut  he  may  disburse,  and  that  no  of 
Seer  in  the  said  company  shall    have  a  vote  in  the  settlement  or  passing  of  his  account. 

IV.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  president  and  directors,  and  their  successors  or  a 
anaj  rity  of  them,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time  as  money  shall  be 
wanting,  to  make  and  sign  orders  for  that  purposes  and  direct  at  what  tiftfe  and  in  what  propor- 
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tions  the  proprietors  shall  advance  and  pay  off  the  sums  subscribed,  which  order  shall  be  ad-       1816. 
vertised  at  least  one  month  in  the  public  papers  :  and  thr-y  are  hereby  authorised  and  empow-     v— *r~-> 
ered  to  demand  and  receive  of  the  several  proprietors,  from  time  to  time,  the  sums  of  mo- 
ney so  ordered  to  be  advanced  lor  ihe  carrying  on  and  executing  or  repairing,  and  keeping  in 
order  said  works,  until  the  sums  subsciibed  shall  be  fully  paid,  and  to  order  the  sums  to  be     Notice  must 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  to  be  by  him  disbursed  and  laid  cut  as  the  said  president  ^'ances^an 
and  directors  or  a  majmity  of  them  shall  order  and  direct;  and  if  any  of  the  said  proprie- be  required, 
tors  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  their  said  proportions,  within  one  month  after  the  same  is  so 
ordered  and  advertised  as  aforesaid,  the  said  president  and  directors  or  a  majority  of  them  may 
sell  at  auction  and  convey  to  the  purchaser  the  share  or  shares  of  such  proprietor  so  refusing 
or  neglecting  payment    giving  at  least  one  months  notice  of  the  sale  ia  the  public  papers,  and 
after  retaining  the  sum  due,  and  charges  of  sale  out  of  the  money  produced  thereby,  they 
shall  refund  and  pay  the  overplus  if  ary  to  the  former  owners,  and  if  such  sale  shall  not  pro- 
duce the  full  sum  ordered  and  directed  to  be  advanced  as  aforesaid,  with  the  incidental  char- 
ges, the  said  president  and  directors,  or  a  majority  of  them  may  in  the  name  of  the  company, 
sue  and  recover  the  balance,  by  motion  on  ten  days  previous  notice  :  and  the  said  purchaser 
and  purchasers  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as  if  the  said  sale  and  con- 
veyance had  been  made  by  the  original  proprirtor.     And  to  continue  the  succession  of  the  said 
president  affld  directors,  and  to  keep  up  the  same  number, 

V    Be   it  further  enacted,  That  from    time  to  time    on  the  expiration  of  the  terms  for 
which  the  said  president  and  directors  were  appointed,  the  proprietors  of  the  said  company,  at 
their  next  general  meeting,    shall  either  continue  the   said  president  and  directors  or  any  of  Appointment 
them,  or  shall  choose  others  in  their  stead  ;  and  in  casa  of  the  death,  removal,  resignation  or  of  officers. 
incapacity  of  the  president  or  any  of  the  directors,  may  and  shall  in  manner  aforesaid  elect 
any  other  person  or  persons  to  be  president  and  directors,  in  the  room  of  him  or  them  so  dy- 
ing, removing,  resigniug  or  becoming  incapable  of  acting. 

VI.  Beit  further  enacted.  That  every  president  and  director,  before  he  acts  as  such,  shall, 
take  an  oaih    or  affirmation  for  the  due  execution  of  his  office,  and  that  the  presence  of  pro- 
prietors having  one  hundred  shares  at  least  shall  be  necessary  to  constitute  a  general  meeting:, 
and  that  there  be.  a  general  meeting  of  the  proprietors  on  the  seeond  Monday  in  March  every 
year,  ar  such  convenieat  time  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  appointed  by  the  said  general  meet-  Ger,el4tf  meet- 
ing ;  but  if  a  sufficient  number  shall  not  attend  on  that  day,  th^-  proprietors  who  do  attend  mayings. 
adjourn  such  meeting  from  day  to  day  until  a  general  meeting  of  the  proprietors  shall  be  had, 
which  ma;  be  Continued  from  day  to  day  until  the  business  of  the  company  is  fin  shed,  to  which 
meeting  the  president  and  directors  shall  make  report,  and  render  distinct  and  just  accounts  of 
all  their  proceedings,  and  in  finding  them  fairly  and  justly  stated,  the  proprietors  then  present 
or  a  majority  of  them  shall  give  a  certificate  thereof,  a  duplicate  of  which  shah  be  entered  on 
said  company's  bo  .ks,  and  at  such  yearly  meeting,   after  leaving  in  the  hands  of  the  tieasurei 
such  sums  as  the  proprietors  or  a  maj  rity  of  them  shall  judge  necessary  for  repairs  and  con- 
tingent charges  :  and  equal  dividend  of  all  the  nett  profits  arising  from  the  tolls  hereby  granted, 
•shall  be  ordered  and  made  to  the  proprietors  of  said  company,    in  proportion  to  their  several 
shares  ;  and  on  any  emergency  in  the  interval  between   the   said  general  meetings,  the  presi- 
dent or  a  majority  of"  the  directors  may  appoint  a  general   meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
company,  giving  at  least  h  r  y  days  notice  by  public  advertisement  at  the  different  public  places 
in  said  county,  which  (netting  may  be  adjourned  and  continutdas  aforesaid. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  and  in  consideration  of  th^  espences  the  said  pro- 
prietors will  be  at,  npt  only  in  cutting  the  said  canal  and  improving  said  navigation,  and  per-     Fee  simple 
iteming  all  other  necessary  works,  but  maintaining  and  keeping  the  same  in  repair,  the  said  ca-  granted.         ; 
nal  navigation  and  other  works  with  all  their  profits  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  vested  in 
the  said   proprietors  cheir  heirs  and  assigns  forever  as  tenants  in  common,  in  proportion  to 
their  respective  shares,  and  the  same  shall  be  deemed  real  estate,  and  be  exempt  from  the  pay- 
ment of  any  tax,   imposition  or  assessment  whatever :  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
said  president  and  directors  at  all  times  hereafter,  to  demand  and  receive  at  some  convenient 
place  on  all  commodities  transported  through  said  canal  and  navigation  or  all  vessels,  boats  and 
rafts,  such  toll  and  rates  as  shall  be  directed  to  be  levied  and  exacted  by  the  proprietors  afore- 
said, at  their  yearly  general  meeting:  Provided,  That  the  said  toll  or  rates  shall  be  made  pub-     Bates  °ffc>'i 
lie  by  the  first  day  of  January,  in  each  year,  and  a  copy  thereof  be  put  up  at  the  court-house  of 
said  county,  and  provided  that  the  said  toll  or  rates  shall  not  exceed  fifteen  per  centum  per  an- 
num on  the  capital  stock  expended,  after  deducting  the  allowance  to  officers,  expenees  incurred  for 
repairs  and  the  incidental  charges ;  and  in  case  of  refusal  to  pay  the  tolls  or  rates  at  ihe  time  of  pass-   where  shares 
ing  the  place  aforesaid,  and  previously  to  passing  the  same,  the  collector  of  said  tolls  may  lawfully  ?re  not  paid- for 
refuse  passage  to  whoever  refuses  payment,  and  if  any  vessel,  boat  or  raft  shall  pass  without  9}jy  slla11  be 
paying  the  toll,  then  he  said  c  Hector  may  seize  such  vessel,  boat  or  raft,  wherever    found, 
and  sell  the  same  at  auction  for  ready  money,  which  so  far  as  is  necessary  shall  be  applied  to 
the  paying  said  toll  and  all  expenees  of  seizure  and  sale,  and  the  balance  if  any,  shall  be  paid  to 
the  owner,  and  the  person  having  direction  of  such  vessel,  boat  or  raft,  shall  be  liable  to  such 
toll  if  the  same  is  not  paid  by  the  sale  af  rssaid. 

VIII.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  ihe  said  canal  and  navigation  compleated  in  virtue  of  this 
act,  shall  forever  hereaf.tr  be  esteemed  and  taken  as  public  highways,  free  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  all  goods,  wares,  commodities  or  produce  whatever,  on  payment  of  the  tolls  or  rates  im- 
posed by  this  act  directed:  Ar.d  when  as  it  is  necessary  for  cutting  said  canal  and  making 
the  river  navigable  and  other  works,  that  a  provision  should  be  made  for  condemning  a  quantity 
of  land  for  the  purpose. 

IX.  Be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  president  and  directors  or  a 
major'ty  of  them,  to  agree  with  the  owners  of  any  land  through  which  the  said  canal  is  in- 
tended to  pass  for  the  purpose  thereof,  and  in  case  of  disagreement  or  in  case  the  owner  there- 
of should  be  a   feme  covert  ucder  age,  na?i  compos,  or  out  of  the  state*  on  amplication  to  any 
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two  justices  of  the  couory,  in  which  the  land  shall  be,  the  said  justices  shall  issue  then  >»  ar- 
rant under  their  hands  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  to  summon  a  jury  of  eighteen  men  of  his 
county,  of  probity  and  reputation  not  related  to  the  parses  nor  in  any  manner  interested,  to 
aa&d  on  the  land  to  be  valued,  at  a  day  to  be  expressed  in  the  wairant,  pot  less  than  ten  nor 
more  than  twenty  days  thereafter ;  and  the  sheriff  on  receivingthe  sad  warrant  shail  forthwith 
summons  the  said  jury,  and  when  met,  provided  that  aoi  :ess  than  twelve  do  appear,  shall 
administer  an  oath  o>-affi>mation  to  every  juryman  that  shall  appear,  that  h:  wi  1  fai.ly,  just- 
ly and  impartially  value  the  land,  not  exceeding  fifty  yatds  on  each  side  of  said  ca:tal*  and  aH 
damages  the  owner  thereof  shall  sustiin,  by  cutting  the  canal  through  such  land  according 
to  th*.  best  of  his  skill  and  judgment ;  and  that  in  such  valuation  he  shall  not  spare  anv  person 
through  favor  or  affection,  any  person  grieved  through  malice,  hatred  or  ill  will :  and  th-  in- 
quisition thereon  taken  shall  be  signed  by  the  sheriff  auid  some  twelveor  more  of  the  jury,  and 
returned  by  the  sheriff  to  the  clerk'--  office  of  his  c  unity,  to  be  bv  him  recorded  ;  and  on  every 
such  valuation  the  jury  are  hereby  directed  to  describe  and  ascertain  the  b<  unds  of  th--  land  by 
them  valued,  and  their  valuation  shall  b -.  conclusive  on  all  persons,  and  shall  be  paid  by  the  pres- 
ident and  directors  to  the  owner  of  the  land  or  his  legal  representatives,  and  on  payment  there- 
of the  said  company  shall  be  seized  in  fee  of  such  lands  as  if  conveyed*  by  the  owner  to  them 
and  their  successors  by  legal  conveyance. 

X.  And  be  it  further  enacted,   That  all  ?cts  and  clauses  of  acts  that  come  within  the  pur- 
view and  meaning  of  this  aCt»  be  and  the  s<une  are  hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

CHAP.  XXI II. 
Jin  act  concerning  the  Navigation  of  Tar  River. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac- 
ted, by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  Edward  D.  Mac  Nair  1  heophilus  Paiker,  Bennet 
Bairow,  Spencer  D.  Cotton  aud  Joseph  Bell  be  and  they  are  herebv  appointed  commission- 
ers for  opening  Books  for  receiving  subscrintiors  to  the  amount  of  seventy  five  th  usand 
dollars,  for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Ta- R'ver,  and  of  the  seve.al  rivers  and  creeks 
which  run  into  the  same  ;  and  the  said  commissioners  or  a  majority  t  f  them  sha'l  prepare 
Books  for  receiving  the  said  subsciptions  and  shall  open  th^  same  on  or  b-f  >e  th-  first  day  of 
April  next  at  such  places  and  under  the  direction  of  such  persons  as  they  shall  designate  for 
that  purpose  :  which  Books  shall  remain  open  un-il  the  fust  Monday  of  August  nex  ,  at  which 
time  the  several  persons  uide^  whose  direction  Books  shaM  be  opened  as  aforesaid,  shall  re- 
turn the  same  to  said  commissioners  in  the  town  of  Ta' borough  :  and  on  the  said  first 
Mondav  of  June  next  there  shall  be  a  meeting  of  the  subscribers  in  the  town  of  Tarborough, 
and  such  meeting  nm-y  be  continued  fomday  to  day  u^til  the  business  be  finished.  If  it 
appear  to  the  said  commissioners  upon  the  return  of  said  Books,  that  the  sum  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  has  been  subscribed,  the  sad  subscribers,  th-tr  heirs  and  assigns,  fn  m  the 
time  of  the  said  first  meeting,  shall  be  and  they  are  hereb-  d-clared  to  be  incorporated  into  a 
company,  by  and  under  ihe  name  of  '  The  Tar  River  Navigation  Company,"  and  as  su  h  may 
3ue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  defend  and  be  defended,  ha\  e  perpetual  succession 
and  a  common  seal  :  and  such  ofthe  said  subscribers  as  shall  be  present  at  the  said  meeti-  g 
or  a  majority  of  th  ;m,  are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  elect  a  President  and  five  Di- 
rectors for  conducting  the  said  undertaking  and  managing  all  the  said  company'-,  business  and 
concerns,  for  and  during  the  term  of  one  y<-ar,  and  thence  until  the  next  general  nuetiogof  the 
stockholders:  and  in  counting  the  votes  at  all  genera]  meetings  <  f  the  said  company  each 
member  shall  be  allowed  one  vote  for  every  share,  as  far  as  Ten  shares,  acd  one  vote  for  eve- 
ry five  shares,  above  ten  Shares,  bv  him  or  her  hotden  at  the  t  me  in  th?  said  company  :  and 
any  proprietor  by  writing  u^.der  his  or  her  hand  executed  before  a  subscribing  witness,  and 
acknowledged  or  proved  before  a  justice  ofthe  pea<e,  may  depute  any  member  to  act  as  pr^xy 
for  him  or  her,  at  any  general  meeting  or  meetings,  a;  d  :he  presence  and  ac'.s  of  such  proxy 
shall  be  as  effectual  to  all  intents  and  purposess  as  the  presence  and  acts  of  his  r-r  her  principal 
could  or  might  be. 

II.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  capital  sum  aforesaid  shall  be  divided  into  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  and  anv  person  may  subscribe  for  one  or  more 
whole  shares,  but  not  for  part  of  a  share.  The  Treasurer  shall  subscribe  en  behalf  ofthe 
state,  on  the  books  which  shall  be  opened  in  the  town  of  Louisb.irg  eighty  shares  ;  and  sub- 
scriptions may  be  made  in  person  or  by  proxy.  If  more  than  sever  hunderd  and  fifty  shares 
shall  be  subscribed,  before  the  first  general  meeiing  of  the  subscribers  in  August  next,  the 
same  shall  he  reduced  to  that  number  by  the  commissioners  aforesaid  or  a  majo  ity  of  them,  by 
striking  off  from  the  said  subscriptions  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  first  section  of  an  act 
passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  entitled  "  an  act  for  improving  tho 
navigation  of  Roanoke  River  from  the  town  of  Halifax  to  the  place  where  the  Virginia  line-- 
intersects  the  sa".e. 

III.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  President  and  Directors  and  their  successors  or  a  ma«  • 
jority  of  them  assembled  shall  have  power  and  au  hority  to  s-gree  with  any  person  or  persona 
on  behaif  of  the  company  to  open  and   improve    the   navigation  <  f  the    Tar  River,  from    its 
source  to  'he  town  of  Greenville,  and  also  to  open  and  improve  the  navigation  of  all    streams- 
running  into  the  said  river ;  and  to  make  such  improvements  by  canals,    locks  and  sluices   or 
otherwise,  from  time  to  time  and  from  place  to  place,  upon  such  terms  a«  they  shall  think  fit  j. 
and  out  of  the  said  capital,  and  m  ney  arising  from  tolls,  pay  for  making  and  repairing  all 
works  necessary  for  the  said  navigation  ;  and  also,  to  appoint  a  treasurer,  not  one  of  their  own 
body  but  yet  a  proprietor,   clerk,  tili-gatherers  and    such  officers,   managers   and  servants 
as  they  shall  think  requisite  :  and  also,  to  agree  for  their  wages,  setttle  and  pass  their  accounts, 
and  at  their  pleasure  remove  all  or  any  of  them    and  appoint  others  in  their  place,  and  also 
to  establish  rules  of  proceeding  and  generally  to  transact  all  the  business  of  the  company  in 
the  interva  s  between  the  mectmgs  of  the  same  :  ard  any  general  meeting  of  the  proprietor* 
may  allow  the  president   and  directors  such  =um  of  money  as  the  said  general  meeting  m ay 
judge  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  trouble:  Provided  always,  That  the  Treasurer  shall! 
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give  bond  and  security  as  the  president  and  directors  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  direct ;  for      1816. 
the  true  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  trusts  reposed  in  him,  and  that  the  allowance  to  be  made      Vjtj-** 
to  him    shall  not  exceed  one  per  cent,  on  the  capital  stock,  and  after  that  be  disbursed,  shall 
not  exceed  three  dollars  in  the  hundred  for  the  disbursements  by  him  made,  and  that  no  officer 
of  ibe  said  company  shall  have  a  vote  in  the  settlement  or  passing  of  his  own  accounts. 

IV.  Be  it  further  enacted,  Tha  all  the  rights,  privd>  ges  and  franchises  granted  to  the  "Roa- 
noke Navigation  Company"  by  the  fourth,  fi  th   sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  eleventh,     pr^ege?- 
tweifh,  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  sections  of  an  act  passed 

in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  entitled  "  an  act  fi >r  improving  the  navi- 
gation of  Roanoke  river  from  the  twn  of  Ha'ifaxto  the  place  where  the  Virginia  line  intersects 
the  same,"  be,  and  they  are  hertby  grant'  d  to  the  "  Tar  River  Navigation  Company,"  and  the 
said  sections  shall  constitute  and  form  part  of  the  charter  of  the  said  company  as  applied  to 
the  Tar  river,  and  the  streams  rurnir  g  into  the  same  except  as  hereinafter  excepted. 

V.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  rights,  privileges  a  d  franchises  of  the  "Tar  River 
Navigation  Company"  shall  extend  from  the  sources  of  the  Tar  river  to  Greenville,  and 
from  the  sources  of  all  creeks  and  rivers  running  into  the  sa  d  river,  to  their  mouths,  except 
Fishing  Creek ;  the  general  meetings  of  the  stockholders  in  the  said  company  shall  be  holden 
annually  in  the  town  of  Tarbon.ugh,  or  at  such  other  place  as  the  stockholders  in  general 
meeting  or  the  president  and  directors  shall  appoint :  and  the  president  and  directors  shall  con- 
tinue in  office  until  they  shall  be  re-appointed  or  others  be  appointed  in  their  place  and  stead. 

VI.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  capital  sum  aforesaid  may  b?  enlarged  from  time  to  time 
at  the  discretion  of  the  stockholders  or  a  majority  of  them  in  a  geueral  meeting,  should  the 

aaid  capital  sum  be  insufficient  to  complete  the  navigation  c<  ntemplated  by  the  said  company:     The  capital 
and  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  may  from  time  to  time  after  the  first  Monday  i.f  June  next,^y   een  arg" 
open  books  for  receiving  further  and  other  subscriptions  for  shares,  if  three  hundred  shares 
be  not  subscribed  on  or  before  the  said  day. 

And  whereas  by  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Tar  liver  and  the  several  rivers  and 
cre<  ks  wh  ch  lun  into  the  said  river,  the  said  company  will  become  entitled  to  tolls  at  differ- 
ent places  but  of  unequal  aonouai  : 

VII.  Be  it  further  enacted   That  the  stockholders  or  a  majority  of  them   or  the  president 
and   directors  shall  h.tve  power  to  regulate  and  determine  the  tolls  which  shall  be  paid,  and 
from  time  to  time  a-ter  the  said  tolls  :  Provided,  That  the  tells  shall  be  so  fixed  that  the  profits    jolls. 
arising  th  relrom  shall  not  in  any  one  year  exceed  fiftem  per  cent,  up  n  the  capital  stock  actu- 

a  ly  paid  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  navigation,  af;Cr  payment  of  the  sums  all  wed  annually 
to  the  officers  o*  the  said  company,  exptnees  incurred  for  repairs  and  other  incidental  charges 
and  the  said  tolls  shall  be  so  apportioned  as  to  do  equal  and  impartial  justice  as  near  as  may  be, 
to  the  persons  transporting  commodities  along  the  snid  navigati-  n.  The  General  Assembly- 
may  from  time  to  time  call  upon  the  president  and  d'>ecters  for  an  account  of  the  monies  ac- 
tually paid  ft>r  the  purposes  of  the  said  navigation,  and  of  the  amount  of  tolls  received  ;  which 
ace  unt  shall  be  rendered  upon  oath. 

VIII.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  president  and  d'uectcrs  whenever  a  majority  of  the 
sto  kholders  in   g^noa:  meeting  shall  deem  the  same  to  be  advisable,  shall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorised  out  of  the  capital  stock  aforesaid  or  the  tolls  which  shall  be  received,  to  con- 
struct one  orm>re  toll  bridges  across  the  Tar  river, or  any  of  the  streams  which  run  into  the  TollBridge* 
said  river:  and  fjr  the  condemnation  c  f  lands  necessary  frr  the  erection  of  the     abutments  of 

said  bridges  and  theerectian  of  toll  h  >uS  s,  .he  same  proce  dings  shall  bt  had  as  are  prescribed 
for  the  condemnation  oF  lands  for  canals  in  the  act  aforesaid  passedin  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

IX.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  more  shares  shall  at  any  time  be  subscribed  than  the 
books  shall  be  opened  for  there  shall  b-  no  striking  off  from  the  subscription  of  the  state,  and 
payments  for  shares  subscribed  for  or  on  behalf  of  the  state  shall  b<  made  by  the  treasurer,  and 
the  state  shall  sta  d  upon  the  same  footing  wish  other  subscribers  as  to  the  payments  to  be  made 
for  shares.  The  Treasurer  of  this  state  shill  represent  and  vote  on  behalf  of  the  state  in  all 
general  meetings  of  the  stockholders,  and  in  case  of  stckness  or  other  cause  which  may  pre- 
vent his  personal  attendance  he  may  appoint  a  proxy  as  in  the  case  of  individual  subscribers. 

And  whereas  shares  may  be  sold  for  balances  due  thereon  :  Be  it  enacted,  That  the  books 
of  the  said  company  shall  be  good  evidence  of  such  sale  and  of  the  purchase  of  said  shares. 

X.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  several  banks  in  this  state  and  all  other  bodies  politic  and 
corporate,  shall  be,  and  ihey  are  hereby  authorised  to  subscribe  for  shares  in  the  said  company, 
and  to  hold  and  enjoy  the  same  in  the  same  way  with  other  subscribers. 

XI.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That   if  the  said  company  shall  fail  to  complete  the  navigation 
contemplated  by  this  act  within  ten  years  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  all  pre- Ashing  Creek. 
ference  given  to  the  said  company  shall  cease  and  determine  as  to  the  stream  or  streams  not 

made  navigable  as  by  this  act  directed. 

XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  and  every  clause  thereof  shall  be,  constitute 
and  form  the  charter  of  the  Fishing  Creek  Navigation  Company ;  and  all  the  rights,  privile- 
ges and  franchises  granted  by  this  act  to  the  "  Tar  River  Navigation  Company,"  shall  belong 
to  the  Fishing  Creek  Navigation  Company. 

CHAP.  XXIV. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  appointment  of  auctioneers"  passed  in  the  year 

eighteen  hundred  and^  six. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  Genera!  Assembly  of  the  Slate  .of 'North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac-     Part  offer- 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  so  much  of  the  aforementi  >ned  act  as  limits  the  number  of  meractitpeal 
auctioneers  to  be  appointed  and  commissioned  in  the  city  of  Raleigh,  and  the  several  towns  ed" 
therein  mentioned   be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  :  and  the  said  commissioners  respec- 
tively shall  have  power  to  appoint  such  number  of  persons  as  ihey  may  deem  necessary,  pos- 
sessing in  the  opinion  of  said  commissioners  the  proper  qualifications  to  act  as  auctioneers, 
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irt  6.  CHAP.  XXV. 

Wy-»j  Jin  net  concerning  the  navigation  of  the  Catatvba  River. 

BE  tt  enacted  £>y  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  ATorth-Caro!ina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac- 
tedbu  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  all  the  tights,  privileges  and  franchises  giantcd   to  the 
Roanoke  Navigation  Company,  by  the  fourth  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eigivh,  ninth  i^mn,  tleventh, 
.  tvvelith,  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  seventeenth  aud  eighteenth  sections  of  an  act  passed 

-u  ges,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  entitled  "  Ai  act  for  improving  the  navi- 
gation of  Roanok«  river,  fiom  the  town  of  Halifax  to  the  place  whete  the  Virginia  line  in- 
tersects the  same,"  be  and  they  are  hereby  granted  ro  the  '  North-Carolina  Caiavvba  Com' 
panv,"  and  the  said  sections  shall  constitute  and  four,  part  of  the  charter  of  the  said  compa- 
ny, as  applied  to  the  Catawba  river  and  the  streams  which  run  into  the  same,  except  as  herein- 
after excepted. 

II.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  right.'-,  privileges  and  franchises  of  'Th.  North-Ca- 
rolina Catawba  Company  "  shall  extend  from  the  sources  of  the  Catawba  river,  and  ot  the  se- 
veral rivers  and  creeks  running  into  the  said  rivtr,  to  the  line  of  S  uth  C\r<  Una:  and  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Said  company  shall  have  power  and  (hey  are  hereby  authorised 
to  engage  persons  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Catawba  river  and  its  waters  as  aforesaid,, 

P'ace  of  gene- by  canals,  locks  and  sluices,  or  otherwise  as  may  be  deemed  most  expedient. 

:-al  meeting.  j[j#  Beit  further  enacted,  That  the  general  me. ting  of  the  stockholders  in  the  said  compa- 

ny, shall  be  held  in  the  town  of  Charlotte,  or  at  such  other  place  as  the  stockholders  or  the 
president  and  directors  of  said  company  shall  appoint:  and  the  president  and  directors  shall 
continue  in  office  until  others  shall  be  appointed  by  the  stockholders  in  general  meeting.  At 
any  time  or  times  after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  books  may  be  opened  for  receiving 
Subscriptions  for  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  company  ;  which  increase  of  ca- 
pital stock  shall  be  divided  into  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  and  the  present  shares 
h  olden  in  the  said  company,  shall  where  practicable,  be  converted  into  shares  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  and  the  president  and  directors  shall  issue  new  certificaies  of  stock  accordingly: 
The  present  stockholders  in  the  said  company  shall  deliver  to  the  president  and  directors  the 
certificates  of  stock  which  they  now  hold:  and  receive  other  cert  ficates  in  lieu  thereof :  and  as 
to  the  present  stockholders,  new  certificatea»may  be  issued  for  part  of  a  share,  but  no  subscription 
ahaH  hereafter  be  received  for  part  of  a  share. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  company  may  be  increased 
from  time  to  time  at  the  discretion  of  the  stockholders,  to  such  sum  as  in  their  opinion  shall 

Increase  of  be  sufficient  to  effect  the  purposes  of  the  navigation  aforesaid  :  and  if  at  any  time  when  books 
shall  be  opened  for  receiving  subscriptions  for  an  increase  of  capital  st  >ck,  more  shares  shall 
be  subscribed  than  the  said  books  shall  be  opened  for,  the  president  and  directors  sh::ll  proceed 
to  strike  off  from  the  said  subscriptions  until  the  same  shall  be  reduced  to  the  sum  for  which 
the  said  books  shall  be  opened  ;  and  in  strikirgoff  from  thesaid  subscriptions  they  shall  proceed 
in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  first  section  of  the  act  aforesaid,  passed  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twelve,  entitled  "  An  act  for  improving  the  navigation  of  Roa- 
noke river  from  the  town  of  Halifax  to  the  place  where  the  Virginia  line  intersects  the  same  :" 
Provided,  That  there  shall  in  no  case  be  a  striking  off  from  the  subscriptions  of  the  state. 

V.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  president  and  directors  shall  designate  the  persons  under 
whose  care  the  books  shall  be  opened  for  receiving  subscriptions  for  an  increase  of  capital 
stock,  and  determine  howloBg  and  at  what  places  the  said  books  shall  remain  open  ;  but  the 
said  books  shall  remain  open  at  least  twenty  days. 

And  whereas  it  may  become  necessary  to  sell  some  of  the  shares  of  the  said  subscribers  for 
balances  which  may  be  due  thereon.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  books  of  said  company 
shall  be  deemed  good  evidence  of  such  sale,  and  of  the  purchase  of  said  shares. 

And  whereas  by  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Catawba  river  and  the  various  streams 
which  run  into  saicVriver.  the  said  company  will  become  entitled  to  tolls  at  different  places,  but 
of  unequal  amount :  Be  it  enacted,  That  the  stockholders  in  a  general  meeting  or  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  shall  have  power  to  regulate  and  determine  the  tolls  which  shall  be  paid, 
and  from  time  to  time  alter  the  said  tolls  :  Provided,  That  the  said  tolls  shall  be  so  fixed  that 
the  profits  arising  therefrom  shall  not  exceed  fifteen  per  cent,  per  year,  upon  the  capital  stock 
actually  paid  for  the  purposes  of  the  Said  navigation,  af'er  payment  of  the  sums  allowed  annu- 
ally to  the  officers  of  the  said  company,  expences  incurred  for  repairs  and  other  incidental 
charges  ;  and  the  General  Assembly  may  from  time  to  time  call  upon  the  president  and  direc- 
tors of  the  said  company  for  an  account  of  the  capital  stock  actually  paid  as  aforesaid,  and  of 
Toll  Bridges.  r^e  t0''s  rece>vecl,  which  account  shall  be  rendered  on  oath.  The  president  and  directors  of 
the  said  company,  whenever  a  majority  of  the  stockholders  in  general  meeting  shall  deem  the 
sain-  to  be  advisable,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised,  put  of  the  capital  stock  aforesaid 
or  the  tolls  which  shall  be  received  to  construct  one  or  more  toll  bridges  across  the  Catawba 
river,  or  any  of  the  streams  which  run  into  the  same  ;  and  for  the  condemnation  of  lands  ne- 
cessary for  the  erection  of  the  abutments  of  said  bridg'  s,  and  the  erection  of  toll-houses,  the 
same  proceedings  shall  be  had  as  are  presoibed  for  the  condemnation  of  lands  for  canals  in 
and  by  the  act  aforesaid,  passed  in  the  vear  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 
State  Subscrip-  VI.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Treasurer  shall  subscribe  on  the  books  of  the  said  com- 
tion.  pan}-,  when  the  same  shall  be  opened  for  receiving  subscriptions  for  an   inc/  ease  of  the  capital 

stock,  sixty  shares  on  behalf  oi  the  state,  and  the  staie  shall  be  upon  the  same  iooting  with 
other  subscribers,  as  to  payments  to  be  made  for  shares  :  and  he  state  may  appoint  a  director 
of  the  said  company  at  any  time  when  the  Genera!  Assembly  shall  th:i  k  proper,  who  shall 
hold  such  appointment  until  the  next  General  Assembly  the  eafter  and  no  longer;  u  .less  re-ap- 
pointed. The  Treasurer  either  personally  or  by  proxy,  sliali  represent  be  stat-  in  the  meetings 
of  the  stockholders:  ;he  several  banks  in  this  state,  and  si!  other  b  dies  politic  and  coipo.ate 
shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  subscribe  f  r  shades  in  the  said  company,  and  to 
sold  and  enjoy  the  same  in  the  same  way  as  other  subscribers. 
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VII.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  said  company  shall  not  complete  the  navigation      18 1 6 
90  as  to  admit  the  safe  passage  of  boats  through  the  same,   within  ten  years  after  the    first 
day  of  January  next,  all  preference  in  favor  of  the  said  company  shall  be  forfeited  as  to  the 
stream  or  streams  not  made  navigable. 

VIII.  Be  it Jurther  enacted,  That  the  stockholders  in  the  "  North-Carolina  Catawba  Com-  . 
pany,"  shall  make  known  to  the  governor  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March  next,  their  ac- 
ceptance or  rejection  of  this  amended  charter  :  and  if  they  fail  to  make  known  their  accep- 
tance or  rejection  by  the  said  day,  such  failure  shall  be  held,  deemed  and  taken  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  to  be  an  acceptance  thereof:  and  all  acts  and  clauses  of  acts  which  come  within 
the  meaning  and  purview  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

CHAP.  XXVI. 

An  act  to  authorise  the  inhabitants  residing  on  Steivart's  Creek  in  the  counties  of  Duplin  and 

Sampson  to  make  the  said  creek  navigable. 
BE  it  enactedby  the  General  Assembly  af  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac- 
ted by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  inhabitants  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  Stewart'6 
Creek  in  the  counties  of  Duplin  and  Sampson,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  and  em- 
powered to  clear  out  and  make  the  said  creek  navigable  from  the  six  runs  to  Buck  Hall,  and 
when  the  obstructions  are  removed  and  the  work  completed,  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  th«6 
act,  any  persons  throwing  in  obstructions  cr  in  any  manner  impeding  the  navigation  thereof, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  offence  the  sum  cf  ten  pounds  to  be  recovered  before  any  juris- 
diction  having  cognizance  thereof,  one  half  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  person  suing  for 
the  same,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  county  in  which  such  recovery  may  be  had. 

CHAP.  XXVII. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  an  act  to  prevent  persons  from  stopping  or  obstructing  ways  leading 
to  houses  of  public  worship ,"  passed  in  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-five. 
BE  it  enactedby  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac- 
ted by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  penaltu-s  which  may  hereafter  be  incurred  under 
the  above  recited  act,  shall  and  may  be  sued  for  and  recovered  before  any  justice,  within  whose 
county  the  same  may  happen,  or  by  indictment,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

CHAP.  XXVIII. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  «  an  act  to  amend  the  several  processioning  laws  now  in  force  in  this 
state.''''  passed  in  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-two. 

BE  it  enactedby  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac- 
ted by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  several  processioners  which  are  ormay  be  appointed 
in  this  state,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same  lees  and  emoluments  which  are  allowed  by 
law  to  county  surveyors. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  oath  directed  to  be  taken  by  the  jury  or  commission- 
ers appointed  under  the  act  aforesaid,  may  be  administered  by  the  processionen 

CHAP.  XXIX. 

An  act  concerning  Field  Officers  of  the  Militia, 
WHEREAS  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  twentieth  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen, 
it  is  provided  that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May  last  passed,  instead  of  one  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Commandant  to  each  regiment  and  one  Major  to  each  battalion,  there  shall  be 
one  Colonel,  one  Lieutenant  Colonel  and  one  Major  to  each  Regiment  of  the  militia  consist- 
ing of  two  battalions,  and  where  there  shall  be  only  one  battalion  it  shall  be  commanded  by 
a  Major. 

BE  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  be,  and  he  Act  of  Con- 
is  hereby  authorised  and  requested  to  cause  the  commission  of  Colonel  to  issue  to  each  Lieu-  ?^js  reco£ 
tenant  Colonel  Commandant,  and  the  commission  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  to  each  first  Major, 
and  the  commission  of  Major  to  each  second  Major,  in  the  several  regiments  of  Militia,  con- 
sisting of  two  battalions  :  Provided  always.  That  each  county  shall  be  Considered  as  contain- 
ing at  least  one  Regiment. 

II.  And  belt  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  futare  all  appointments 
made  by  this  General  Assembly  of  Field  Officers  of  militia,  shall  be  in  conformity  to  the  pro- 
visions contained  in  the  act  of  congress  aforesaid. 

III.  Andbeit  further  enacted,  That  the  Division  Inspector,  and  Division  Quarter  Master 
as  required  by  acts  of  Congress  of  April  eighteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Major  Generals  of  divisions,  and  commissioned  by  the  Governor. 

CHAP.  XXX. 

Ah  act  to  enable  Guardians  to  recover  compound  interest  in  certain  cases. 

WHEREAS  the  supreme  court  having  decided  that  guardians  in  Certain  cases  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  pay  to  their  wards  compound  interest,  and  itbeing  always  difficult  and  often  impracticable 
tor  them  to  get  notes  renewed  annually,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  receive  compound  interest. 
For  remedy  whereof, 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac  ■ 
ted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  all  guardians  shall 
be  entitled  to  recover  compound  interest  on  all  note?,  bonds  or  obligations  given  or  made  pay- 
able to  him,  her  or  them,  in  the  capacity  of  guardian,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  said  notes, 
-  bonds  or  obligations  had  been  renewed  annually  ;  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 


CHAP.  XXXI. 

■Ah  act  to  extend  the  time  for  the  several  Surveyors  in  this  state  to  complete  their  returns  upon  en- 
tries made  and  paid  fur  since  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six. 
BE  it  enactedby  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac- 
tedby the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  several  surveyors  in  this  state  shall  have  until  the 
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first  day  of  Januarys  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  to  complete  their  survevs  up- 
on entries  actually  made  and  paid  for  since  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
six,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding-:  Provided,  That  no  grant  to  be  obtained  on  any 
survey  to  be  made  under  this  act,  shall  effect  or  impair  the  tide  of  any  lands  heretofore  bona 
fide  acquired  by  grants  from  this  state. 

CHAP.  XXXII. 

.An  act  to  amend  an  uct  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten,  entitled  «  an  act 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  additional  act  to  an  act  entitled,  <•<  Feme  Coverts  hoiv  to  pass  lands." 
WHEREAS  by  the  said  first  recited  act  provision  is  made  for  taking  the  examination  of 
Feme  Coverts,  as  to  their  execution  of  cpnveyances  of  lands  in  this  state,  in  any  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  other  than  this  state  or  in  any  of  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  omitting  the 
district  of  Columbia. 

BE  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina  and  it  is  here- 
by enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  provisions  of  the  said  recited  act  for  taking; 
the  examination  of  Feme  Coverts  in  the  seT-?ral  states  and  territories  of  the  United  States^ 
Extended  to  touching  the  conveyances  of  lands  in  this  state,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  extended  to  the 
the  district  of  District  of  Columbia:  and  that  the  same  modes  be  there  observed  for  taking  and  certifying 
Columbia.        such  examinations  as  are  required  to  be  observed  in  the  states  and  territories,  except  that  in- 
stead of  the  certificate  and  authentication  of  the  governor,  the  certificate  and  authentication 
of  the  secretary   of  state  of  the   United  States  shall  be  required.     And  ail  examinations  of 
Feme  Coverts  so  taken  and  certified  in  said  district,  shall  be  as  valid  to  all  intents  and  purpo- 
ses as  if  taken  and  certified  according  to  the  said  recited  act,  in  one  of  the  states  or  territories. 
II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  passing  of  the  same, 

CHAP.  XXXIII. 

Jin'  act  to  amend  an  act  passed  in  the  near  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  entitled  «  an  act 

concerning  Divorce  and  Alimony. 

WHEREAS  by  the  before  recited  act  the  sentence  or  decree  which  the  court  is  authorised 
to  pronounce  in  the  case  of  desertion  of  a  wife  by  her  husband  is  a  divorce  from  bed  and 
■board,  and  a  decree  of  alimony  :  And  whereas  cases  of  great  hardship  often  occur,  the  husband 
being  at  liberty  to  return  and  squander  away  the  estate  of  the  wife,  subsequently  obtained  j 
for  remedy  whereof, 

BE  it  en  tcted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac. 
ted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  in  all  future  cases  arising  under  the  before  recited  act, 
whenever  the  court  pronounces  a  decree  of  separation  from  bed  and  board  the  effect  of  Said 
decree  shall  be  to  secure  to  the  wife  so  divorced,  any  property  which  she  may  subsequently  ob- 
tain either  by  her  own  labor,  gift,  devise  or  operation  of  law,  unless  the  court  shall  in  their 
judgment  otherwise  order  and  decree  ;  any  law,  usage  cr  custom  to  the  contrary  mtwith 
fitandintr. 
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CHAP.  XXXIV. 

•An  act  declaring  valid  the  proceedings  of  the  subscribers  for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  river 
Roanoke  and  its  waters,  at  a  general  meeting  held  at  the  town  of  Halifax  in  this  state  on  the  fourth 
Monday  of  October,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  and  for  other  purposes. 
WHERE  AS  an  act  passed  at  the  last  General  Assembly,  entitled  "  an  act  to  improve  the 
inland  navigation  of  this  state,  so  far  as  respects  the  river  Roanoke  and  its  waters,"  directed 
that  books  should  be  opened  at  a  certain  time,  and  at  certain  places,  under  the  direction  of  cer- 
tain persons  named  in  the  said  act,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  subscriptions  to  the  amount  oi 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  river  Roanoke  and  its  wa- 
ters ;  and  whereas  many  of  the  persons  so  named  failed  to  make  returns  of  their  books  to  the 
general  meeting  of  the  subscribers,  held  in  the  town  of  Halifax  in  this  state,  on  the  fourth 
Monday  of  June  last  past,  so  that  the  acting  managers  could  not  then  determine  whether  fifteen 
hundred  shares  had  then  been  subscribed,  and  the  subscribers  then  present  continued  their 
meeting  by  adjournment  until  the  fourth  Monday  of  October  last  past,  at  which  time  there 
being  a  general  meeting  of  the  said  Subscribers,  held  in  the  town  of  Halifax  aforesaid,  it  ap- 
peared that  fifteen  hundred  shares  had  been  subscribed  of  tht  capital  stock  required  for  im- 
proving the  navigation  contemplated  by  the  said  act :  Whereupon  the  said  subscribers  did  pro- 
ceed to  organize  "  the  Roanoke  Navigation  Company,"  and  to  appoint  the  president  and  di- 
rectors thereofi  And  whereas  doubts  are  entertained  whether  the  said  company  has  been  le- 
gally organized  and  the  said  officers  legally  appointed,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  said  doubts 
and  giving  effect  to  the  proceedings  of  the  said  subscribers,  and  to  the  spirit  and  meaning  of 
the  act  aforesaid. 

BE  it  enactediy  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac- 
j.  ted  by  the  authorty  of  the  same,  That  ihe  proceedings  of  the  subscribers  for  improving  the  na- 
at  Halifax  vigation  of  the  river  Roanoke  and  its  waters,  at  their  general  meeting  held  at  the  town  of  Ha- 
canctioned.  lifax  in  this  state  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  October  last  past,  be  and  they  are  hereby  declared 
to  be  legal  and  valid  to  every  intent  and  purpese  ;  and  "  the  Roanoke  Navigation  Company" 
thea  and  there  organized,  and  constituted  under  the  act  passed  at  the  last  General  Assembly, 
entitled  "an  act  to  improve  the  inland  navigation  of  this  stae,  so  far  as  respects  the  river 
Roanoke  and  its  waters,"  is  hereby  declared  to  be  legally  organized  and  constituted  under  the 
said  act ;  and  the  said  company  so  organized  and  constituted  shall  have  and  be  entitled  to  the 
rights,  privileges  and  immunities  by  the  said  act  granted,  and  be  subject  to  the  restrictions 
imposed  by  the  same,  and  may  forthwith  proceed  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  river  Roa- 
Jioke  and  its  waters  according  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  act ;  and  the  officers  of  the 
said  company  then  and  there  appointed,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  legally  appoiuttd  under  the 
:said  act,  and  they  shall  continue  in  office  until  the  next  geneial  meeting  of  the  stockholders 
to  be  held  in  the  town  of  Halifax  aforesaid,  on  the  fourth  Mcnday  of  October  next,  and  all 
subscriptions  tor  shares  made  upon  the  books  mentioned  in  the  preamble  to  this  act,  shall  be 
binding  upon  the  subscribers  in  like  manner  as  if  the  said  books  had  been  returned  to  the 
general  meeting  of  the  subscribers  at  Halifax  aforesaid,  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  June  Jast 
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past,  and  in  like  manner  as  if  it  had  then  appeared  that  fifteen  hundred  shares  had  been  sub-  1816. 
scribed  before  the  said  meeting,  and  the  shareo  subscribed  for  on  behalf  of  the  slate  shall  be  >— v-*-' 
paid  for  in  like  manner  as  shares  subscribed  for  by  individuals. 

And  whereas  in  consequence  of  the  doubts  aforesaid,  some  of  the  said  subscribers  have  not 
paid  ten  dollars  upon  each  share  by  him,  her  or  them  subscribed  as  directed  by  the  before  reci- 
ted act:  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  ten  dollars  upon  each  share  subscribed  as  aforesaid,    Provisionfo; 
shall  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  said  company  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  payment  of 
otherwise  the  president  and  directors  of  the  said  company  may  proceed  to  enforce  such  pay-  shares, 
ments  by  legal  process,  or  declare  such  share  or  shares  forfeited  as  they  may  prefer,  and  each 
subscriber  making  such  payment  shall  be  held,   deemed  and  taken  a  stockholder  in  the  said 
company,  and  shall  make  payment  of  the  balances  due  on  the  shares  by  him,  her  or  them  hol- 
den,  as  the  president  and  directors  of  the  company  shall  order  and  direct ;  and  in  case  of  fai- 
lure to  make  such  payment,  shall  be  liable  to  the  forfeitures  imposed  by  the  before  recited  act, 
and  maybe  proceeded  against  in  the  way  therein  pointed  out. 

And  whereas  under  an  act  passsed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  en- 
titled "an  act  for  improving  the  navigation  of  Roanoke  river  from  the  town  of  Halifax,  to 
the  place  where  the  Virginia  line  intersects  the  same,"  books  were  opened  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  subscriptions  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  and  subscriptions  to  a 
considerable  amount  were  made  upon  the  said  books  ;  and  many  of  the  said  subscribers  are 
desirous  that  the  sums  so  subscribed  by  them  should  be  applied  to  the  purpose  of  improving 
the  navigation  of  the  Roanoke  river :  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  subscribers  shall, 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  make  known  to  the  president  and  directors  aforesaid* 
the  namber  of  shares  by  them  subscribed  and  by  them  wished  to  be  retained  ;  and  shall  on 
or  before  the  said  day  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the  said  company  ten  dollars  upon  each  share  by 
him,  her  or  them  subscribed,  and  wished  to  be  retained  as  aforesaid  ;  and  thereupon  the  said 

President  and  directors  shall  cause  his.  her  or  their  names  to  be  enrolled  in  the  list  of  stock- 
olders  in  said  company,  and  he,  she  or  they  shall  be  held,  deemed  and  taken  as  a  stockhol- 
der or  stockholders  in  said  company,  and  liable  accordingly,  to  every  intent  and  purpose  ;  and 
all  subscribers  under  the  said  act,  tailing  to  make  known  the  number  of  shares  by  them  sub- 
scribed and  wished  to  be  retained  by  them  as  aforesaid,  on  or  before  the  said  day,  shall  be  held 
and  taken  to  have  relir.qui  htd  all  right  under  their  said  subscriptions,  and  their  said  subscrip- 
tions are  in  that  case  declared  to  be  void. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  annual  meetings  of  the  stockholders  in  the  "Roa- 
noke Navigation  Company,'''  sh.ill  hereafter  be  held  in  the  town  cf  Halifax,  in  this  state,  or  at 

such  place  as  the  president  and  directors  shall  arpoiut,  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  October  !n?'iaoe  °i  nies.- 
each  and  every  year,  and  in  case  the  said  stnekh  lders  ora  majority  of  them  shall  fail  to  meet in^' 
in  the  town  of  Halifax  or  at  such    place  as  the  president  and  directors  may  appoint  on  the 
day  aforesaid,  the  president  and  directors  elected  for  the  preceding  year  shall  continue  in  of- 
fice until  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  can  be  had. 

And  whereas  doubts  are  entertained  as  to  the  dividends  which  the  said  company  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive:  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  company  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
dividends  only  upon  so  much  of  their  capital  stock  as  the  stockholders  shall  actually  pay 'for 
the  purposes  of  the  said  navigation  ;  and  the  General  Assembly  may  from  time  to  time  call 
upon  the  president  and  directors  for  a  statement  of  the  capital  stock  actually  paid  by  the  s  ock. 
holders  as  aforesaid,  and  of  the  amount  of  tolls  received,  which  statement  shall  be  rendered 
on  oath. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  articles  following,  shall  be,  and  make  part  of  the 
charter  of  the  aforesaid  company,  and  all  parts  of  the  before  mentioned  acts  of  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve  and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  inconsistent  with  the 
said  articles,  shallbe  hereby  repealed.  First.  The  power  of  purchasing  and  holding  real  estate 
granted  to  the  said  company,  by  the  said  act  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  shall  mert4e<|"„ 
not  extend  to  the  purchasing  or  holding  of  real  estate  to  a  greater  amount  than  fifty  thousand 
dollars  over  and  above  that  which  may  be  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  works  of  said  compa- 
ny and  making  and  constructing  the  turnpike  road  contemplated  in  the  saventh  section  of  the 

said  recited  act.  Second.  That  if  the  said  company  shall  not  open  and  complete  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  said  river  and  the  tributary  streams  thereof,  for  the  safe  passage  of  boats  within 
twenty  years  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen, then  all  preference  in  favor  of  the  said  company  in  the  navigation  of  the  said  river  and 
streams  respectively,  so  not  improved,  shall  cease  and  be  forfeited.  Third.  The  General  As- 
sembly may  from  time  to  time  regulate  and  restrain  the  rates  and  tables  of  toll  established  by 
the  said  stockholders,  if  the  said  rates  and  tables  shall  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  General  As- 
sembly be  more  than  sufficient  to  make  the  nett  profit  of  fifteen  per  centum  on  the  stock,  as 
provided  in  the  before  mentioned  acts.  Fourth.  And  the  company  and  stockholders  aforesaid, 
shall  within  four  calendar  months  after  the  adjournment  of  this  General  Assembly,  notify  His 
Excellency  the  Governor,  of  their  acceptance  or  refusal  of  their  charter,  as  by  this  act  amended, 
and  if  said  company  and  stockholders  shall  fail  to  give  such  notification,  such  failure  shall  be 
construed  an  acceptance  of  the  same,  and  in  case  the  said  company  shall  refuse  to  accept  the 
amendments  as  aforesaid  to  their  charter,  then  this  act  and  every  part  thereof  shall  be  of  no 
effect  or  virtue  whatever,  but  shallbe  absolutely  void. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  be  in  full  force  immediately  from  and  af- 
ter the  ratification  thereof,  any  thing  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

CHAP.  XXXV.. 

.9n  act  concerning;  the  navigation  of  the  Yadkin  River. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac- 
ted by  the  authority  of  fhesame,  That  Francis  Locke,  Lewis  Beard,  Alexander  Long,  Jesse  A.    ron?.missi^n- 
Pearson  and  Jesse  Hargrove,  all  of  Rowan  county,  be,   and  they  are   hereby  appointed  com-6, 
missioners  for   opening  books  for  receiving  subscriptions  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Yadkin  river,  and  of  the  several 
rivers  and  creeks  which  run  into  the  same :  ar  .  the  s?,i'3  commissioners  <;t  a  majority  of  them 
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shall  prepare  books  for  receiving  the  said  subscriptions,  ar.d  shall  open  the  same  on  or  before. 

^->v» ~*  the  rLst  day  of  April  next,  at  such  places,  and  under  the  directions  of  such  persons  as  they 
shall  designate  for   that  purpose,  which  books  shall  remain  open  until  the  first  Monday  of 

Opening  of  June  nest,  at  which  time  the  several  persons  under  whose  direction  books  shall  be  opened  aa 
aforesaid,  shall  return  the  same  to  the  said  commissioners  in  the  town  of  Salisbury,  and  on 
the  said  first  Monday  of  June  next,  there  shall  be  a  meeting  of  the  subscribers  in  the  town  of 
Salisbury,  and  such  meeting  may  be  continued  from  day  to  day  until  the  business  be  finished. 
If  it  appear  to  the  said  commissioners  upon  the  return  of  the  said  books  that  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  has  been  subscribed,  the  said  subscribers  thtir  heirs  ana  assigns 
from  the  time  of  the  said  first  meeting,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be  incorpo- 
rated into  a  company,  by  and  under  the  name  of  the  "  Yadkin  Navigati<  n  Company,"  and  as 
such  may  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleadrd,  defend  and  be  defended,  have  perpetual 
succession  and  a  common  seal,  and  such  of  the  said  subscribers  as  shall  be  present  at  the  said 
meeting,  or  a  majority  of  them  are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  electa  president  and 
seven  directors  for  conducting  the  said  undertaking,  and  managing  all  the  s.iid  company's  bu- 
Appointment  siness  and  concerns  for  and  during  the  term  of  one  year,  and  thence  until  the  next  general 
of  officers.  meeting  of  the  stockholders  ;  and  in  counting  the  votes  at  all  general  meetings  of  the  said  com- 
pany, each  member  shall  be  allowed  one  vote  for  every  share,  as  far  as  ten  shares,  and  one 
vote  for  every  five  shares  above  ten,  by  him  or  her  held  at  the  time  in  the  said  company,  and 
any  proprietor  by  writing  under  his  or  her  hand,  executed  before  a  subscribing  witness,  and 
acknowledged  or  proved  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  may  depute  any  member  to  act  as 
proxy  for  him  or  her  at  any  general  meeting  or  meetings  and  the  presence  and  acts  of  such 
proxy  shall  be  as  effectual  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  the  presence  or  acts  of  his  or  her  prin- 
cipal could  or  might  be. 

II.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  the  capital  sum  aforesaid  shall  be  divided  into  two  thousand 
five  hundred  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  and  any  person  may  subscribe  for  one  or 
more  whole  shares  but  not  for  part  of  a  share.     The  Treasurer  shall  subscribe  on  behalf  of 

State  sub- tne  state«  on  tne  books  which  shall  be  opened  in  the  town  of  Salisbury,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
scripiion.  shares,  and  subscriptions  may  be  made  in  person  or  by  proxy  ;  if  more  than  two  thousand  five 
hundred  shares  shall  be  subscribed  before  the  first  general  meeting  of  the  subscribers  in  June 
next,  the  same  shall  be  reduced  to  that  number,  by  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  or  a  majori- 
ty of  them,  by  striking  off  from  the  said  subscriptions  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  first 
section  of  an  act  passed  in  the  year  one  thonsand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  entitled  «•  an  act 
for  improving  the  navigation  of  Roanoke  river  from  the  town  of  Halifax  to  the  place  where 
the  Viginia  line  intersects  the  same." 

III.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  president  and  directors  and  their  successors  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them  assembled,  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  agree  with  any  person  or  peisons 
on  behalf  of  the  company,  to  open  and  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Yadkin  river,  from  its 
source  to  the  line  of  South- Carolina:  and  also,  to  open  and  improve  the  navigation  of  all 
•treams  in  this  state,  running  into  the  said  river,  and  to  make  such  improvements  by  canals, 
locks  and  sluices,  or  otherwise,  from  time  to  time,  and  from  place  to  place,  upon  such  terms  as 
they  shall  think  fit,  and  out  of  the  said  capital  and  money  arising  from  tolls,  pay  for  making 
and  repairing  all  works  necessary  for  the  said  navigation,  and  also,  to  appoint  a  treasurer,  not 
one  of  their  own  body,  bur  yet  a  proprietor,  clerk,  toll-gatherers,  and  such  officers,  mai  - 
agers,  and  servants  as  they  shall  think  requisite,  and  also,  to  agree  for  their  wages,  settle  and 
pass  their  accounts,  and  at  their  pleasure  remove  all  or  any  of  them,  and  appoint  others  in 
their  place,  and  also,  to  establish  rules  of  proceeding  and  generally  to  transact  all  the  business 
of  the  company  in  the  intervals  between  the  meetings  of  the  same  ;  and  any  general  meeting 
of  the  proprietors  may  allow  the  president  and  directors  such  sum  of  rconty  as  the  said 
general  meeting  mav  judge  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  trouble  :  Provided  al- 
ways, That  the  treasurer  shall  give  bond  and  security  as  the  president  and  directors  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them  shall  direct,  for  the  true  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him  :  and 
that  the  allowance  to  be  made  to  him  shall  not  exceed  three  dollars  in  the  hundred,  for  the 
disbursements  by  him  made,  and  that  no  officer  of  the  said  company  shall  have  a  vote  in  the 
settlement  or  passing  of  his  own  accounts, 

IV.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  franchises  granted  to  the 
Privileges.  "Roanoke  Navigation  Company,"  by  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenih,  ele- 
venth, twelfth,  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  sections  of  an  act 
passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  entitled  "  an  act  for  improving  the 
navigation  of  Roanoke  river,  from  the  town  of  Halifax  to  the  place  where  the  Virginia  line 
intersects  the  same,"  be,  and  they  are  hereby  granted  to  "  the  Yadkin  Navigation  Company," 
and  the  said  sections  shall  constitute  and  form  part  of  the  charter  of  the  said  company,  as  ap- 
plied to  the  Yadkin  river  and  the  streams  which  run  into  the  same,  except  as  hereinafter  ex- 
cepted. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  rights,  privileges  and  franchises  of  "the  Yadkin 
Navigation  Company,"  shall  extend  from  the  sources  of  the  Yadkin  river,  to  the  line  of  South- 
Carolina,  and  from  the  sources  to  their  mouths  or  to  the  said  line  of  South-Carolina,  of  all  the 
rivers  and  creeks  running  into  the  said  river,  except  Lumber  river  and  its  branches.     The  ge- 

Place  o'ffe-neral  meetings  of  the  stockholders  in  the  said  company  shall  be  holden  annually  in  the  town 
raee  mg-0f  Salisbury,   or  at  such  other  place  as  the  stockholders  in  general  meeting  or  the  president 
and  directors  shall  appoint,  and  the  president  and  directors  shall  continue  in  office  until  they 
shall  be  re-appointed  or  others  be  appointed  in  their  place  and  stead. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatthe  capital  sum  aforesaid,  may  be  enlarged  from  time 
Capital  may  to  time  at  the  discretion  of  the  stockholders  or  a  majority  of  them  in  a  general  meeting,  should 

the  said  capital  sum  be  insufficient  to  complete  the  navigation  contemplated  by  the  said  com- 
pany ;  and  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  may  from  time  to  time,  after  the  first  Monday  of 
Jime  next,  open  books  for  receiving  further  and  other  subscriptions  for  shares,  if  oue  thousand 
shares  shall  not  be  subscribed  on  or  before  the  said  day. 

And  whereas  by  improving  the  navigation  of  the   Yadkin  river  and  the  several  rivers  anr. 


Treasurer 
shall   give 
bond. 


be  enlarged. 
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creeks  which  run  into  the  said  river,  the  said  company  will  become  entitled  to  loita  at  different       13JL". 
places,  but  of  unequal  amount.  _  (— -\ — ' 

VII.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  stockholders  or  a  majority  of  them,  or  the  president 
and  directors  "shall  have  power  to  regulate  ami  determine  the  tolls  which  thall  be  paid,  and  Rejrul^tWncf 
from  time  to  time  alter  the  said  tolls:  Provided,  That  the  tolls  shall  be  so  fixed,  that  the  pro-'01'" 
fits  arising  therefrom,  shall  not  in  anyone  year  exceed  fifteen  per  cent,  upon  the  capital  stock 
actually  paid  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  navigation,  alter  payment  of  the  3ums'  allowed  an- 
nually to  the  officers  of  the  said  company,  expences  incurred  for  repairs  and  other  incidental 
charges,  and  the  said  tolls  shall  be  so  apportioned  as  to  do  equal  and  impartial  justice,  as  near 
a3  may  be,  to  all  persons  transporting  commodities  along  the  said  navigation.  The  General 
Assembly  mav  from  time  to  time  call  upon  the  president  and  directors  for  an  account  of  the 
monies  actually  paid  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  navigation,  and  of  the  amount  of  tolls  receiv- 
ed ;  which  account  shall  be  rendered  upon  oath. 

*'VIII.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  i he  president  and  directors  whenever  a  trvajcrity  of  the 
stockholders  in  general  meeting  shall  deem  the-  same  to  be  advisable,  shall  be,  and  they  are  , 
hereby  authorized  out  of  the  capital  stock  aforesaid,  or  the  tolls  which  shall  be  received,  to  con- 
struct ooe  or  more  toll  bridges  across  the  Yadkin  river,  or  any  of  the  streams  which  tun  into 
the  said  river,  and  for  tke  condemnation  of  lands  necessary  for  the  erection  of  the  abutments 
of  said  bridges,  and  the  erection  of  toll  houses,  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  as  are  pre- 
scribed for  the  condemnation  of  lands  for  canals  in  the  act  aforesaid,  passed  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundud  and  twelve- 

IX.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  said  company,  shall  be, 

.and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  make  or  construct  a  turnpike  road  around  the  narrows  and      Turnpike 
falh  of  the  Yadkin  river,  if  they  shall  deem  the  same  to  be  advisable,  until  the  navigation  of10a<l3, 
the  said  river  can  be  inpiovcd  at  the  said  places  by  means  of  canals,  locks  and  sluices,  and 
to  ask  and  receive  the  same  tolls  for  commodities  transported  along  the  said  turn  pike  road 
d3  they  would  be  entitled  to,  were   the  navigation  improved  for  this  transportation  thereof  in 
boats- 

X.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  more  shares  shall  at  any  time  be  subscribed  than  the  books 
shall  be  opened  for,  there  shall  be  no  striking  ofTfrom  the  subscription  of  die  state,  and  pay- 
ments for  shares  subscribed  for  on  behalf  of  the  state  shall  be  made  by  the  treasurer,  and  the 
state  shall  stand  upon  ths  same  footing  with  other  subscribers  as  to  the  payments  to  be  made 
fer  shares.  1  he  Treasurer  of  this  state  shall  represent  the  vote  on  behalf  of  the  state,  in  all 
general  meetings  of  the  stockholders,  and  incase  of  sickness  or  other  cause  which  may  pre- 
v,  nt  his  pers<  rial  attendance  he  may  appoint  a  pioxy  as  in  the  case  uf  individual  subscribers- 
A"d  whereas  shares  may  be  sold  fcr  balances  due  thereon: 

XI.  Beit  enacted,  That  the  books  of  said  company  shallbe  gocd  evidence  of  such  sale  and 
of  the  purchase  of  said  shares. 

XII.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  several  banks  in  this  state  and  all  other  bodies  politic 
and  corp  ra.e,  shad  be>  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  subscribe  for  shares  in  the  said  com- 
pany and  to  hold  and  enjoy  (he  same  in  the  same  way  with  other  subscribers,  and  if  the  said 
company  shall  fail  to  complete  the  navig.Aioa  contemplated  by  this  act,  within  twenty  years 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Januaiy  next,  all  preference  given  to  the  said  company  skall 
cease  and  determine  as  to  the  stream  or  streams  not  made  ra\  igable3  as  by  this  act  directed. 

CHAP.  XXXVI. 

Jin  act  for  opening  a  communication  between  the  Yadkin  and  Cape- Fear  rivers. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac- 
ted by  the   authority  of  the  same,  That  Alexander  Rowland,  Charles  Moore,  John  Gilchrist,    _        .    . 
Jjmes  Stuart  and  James    McQueen,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  commissionTsfor  re-er3. 
ceiving  subscriptions  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  open- 
ing a  communication  by  canals  between  the  Yadkin  and  the  Cape-Fear  rivers;  and  the  said 
commissioners  or  a  majority  of  them  s>ha:l  prepare  books,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  opened  at 
such  places  and  under  the  direction  of  such  persons  as  they  may  appoint,  and  the  said  books 
shall  be  opened  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April  next  and  continue  open  undl  the  first  day 
of  July  next,  at  which  time  the  said  books  shall  be  returned  to  the  said  commissioners  in  the 
Jown  of  Lumberton  in  Kobeson  county,  and  at  the  same  time  there  shall  be  a  general  meeting 
of  the  subscribers  in  the  said  town,  either  personally  or  by  proxy,  aid  such  meeting  may  be  place  of  meet 
con.inued  from  day  to  day  until  the  business  be  finished  ',  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  one  thou- ins- 
sand  shares  or  more  of  the  said  capital  sum  have  been  subscribed,  the  said  subscribers,  their 
heirs  and  assigns  from  the  time  of  the  said  first  meeting,  shall  be   and  they  are  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  incorporated  into  a  company,  by  and  under  the  name  of  "the  Lumber  River  Ca- 
nal Company," and  may  sue  and  be  sued  as  such,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  defend  and  be  de- 
fended, have  perpetual  succtSsion  and  a  common  stall  and   such  of  the  said  subsoibcrs  as 
shall  be  present  atthe  said  meetingor  a  majority  of  them,  are  hereby  empowered  and  required 
toelecta  president  and  four  directors  for  conducting  the  said  undertakiog,  and  managing  all  the 
said    company's   business  and  concerns,  for  and  during  the  term  of  one  year,  and  thence  untii 
the  next  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders;  and  in  counting  the  vtes  of  all  general  meetings 
of  the  said  company,  each  member  shall  be  allowed  one  vote  for  every  thaie  as  far  as  ten 
shares,  and  one  vote  for  every  five  shares  above  ten  by  him  or  her  held  at  the  lime  in  the  said 
company  ;  and  any  proprietor  by  writing  under  his  or  her  hand,  executed  before  two  subscrib- 
ing witnesses,  and  acknowledged  or  proved  before  a  justice  of  the  peacej  may  depute   any       Pro^jfs. 
member  to  act  as  proxy  for  him  or  her  at  any  geueral  meeting  or  meetings,  and  the  presence 
and  acts  of  such  pro»y  shall  be  as  <ffectual  to  all  intends  and  purposes  as  the  presence  or  acts 
of  his  or  her  principal  could  or  might  be. 

II.  Be  it  further  enacted   Tnat  if  one  thousand  shares  shall  not  have  been  eubscribed  at  or 
"before  the  said  first  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  (he  said  commissioners  shall  again 
open  books  lor  receiving  further  subscriptions  at  such  time  or  times,  and  at  such  places  &?.d  un- 
der the  direction  of  such  nersoca  23  they  shall  appoint ;  and. hill  give  notice  ia  seme  newspdf* 
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1816.       per  printed  in  the  City  of  Raleigh,  or  the  town  of  Fayetteviile,  of  the  day  on  which   sai4 
*— v--J      books  shall  be  returned,  and  v,  hen  the  said  number  of  one  thousand  shares  shall  be  subscribed, 
the  stockholders  in  general  meeting  shall  proceed  to  elect  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
said  company  as  aforesaid,  and  if  more  than  two  thousand  shares  shall  be  subscribed  the  said 
commissioners  shall  strike  off  from  the  said  subscriptions  until  the  number  be  reduced  to  two 
.  .     f    thousand  ;  and  in  striking  off  the  said  commissioners  shall  proceed  in  the  manner  prescribed 
strikinit'bff.     'n  l^e  first  section  cf  an  act  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  e'ght  hundred  and   twelve,  enti- 
tled "an  act  for  improving  the  navigation  of  Roanoke  river  from  the  town  of  Halifax  to    the 
place  where  the  Virginia  line  intersects  the  same,"  but  neither  upon  the  first  nor  upen  any 
subsequent  subscription    shall  there  be  any  striking  off  from  the  subscription  of  the  state. 

III.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  capital  sum  aforesaid,  shall  be  divided  into  shares  of 
,     one  hundred  dollars  each  ;  any  person  may  subscribe  for  one  or  more  shares  but  not  for  part 

Kcription.  *  of  a  share  :  the  treasurer  shall  subscribe  in  behalf  of  the  state  on  the  books  which  shall  be  open-v 
ed  in  the  town  of  Fayetteviile  two  hundred  shares.  1  he  capital  sum  aforesaid  may  be  enlarg- 
ed from  time  to  time  at  the  discretion  of  the  stockholders  or  a  majority  of  them  in  general 
meeting,  should  the  said  capital  sum  be  insufficient  to  complete  the  navigation  contemplated 
by  this  act :  and  the  president  and  directors  may  open  books  from  time  to  time  to  receive  sub- 
scriptions to  increase  the  capital  stock,  although  the  same  be  less  than  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

IV.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  president  and  directors  and  their  successors  or  a  ma- 
jority of  then  assembled,  shall  havepowerand  authority  to  open  a  communication  by  one  or 
more  navigable  canals  between  the  Yadkin  and  the  Cape-Fear  rivers,  along  such  route  as  they 
shall  mark  out  and  determine,  and  to  employ  or  agree  with  any  person  or  persons  on  behalf  of 
the  company,  to  open  and  improve  the  said  communication  by  canals,  locks  and  sluices  or  other- 
wise, upon  such  terms  as  they  shidl  think  fit;  and  out  of  the  said  capital  and  rri'  ney  arising 
from  tolls,  pay  for  making  and  repairing  all  works  necessary  for  the  said  navigation,  and  also, 
to  appoint  a  treasurer  not  one  of  their  own  body,  but  yet  a  proprietor,  clerk,  toll-gatherers, 
a-ul  such  officers,  managers  and  servants  as  they  shall  think  requisite,  and  also,  to  agree  for 
their  wages,  settle  and  pass  their  accounts  and  at  their  pleasure  remove  all  or  any  of  them  and 
appoint  others  in  their  pi  ice,  and  also  to  establish  rul.s  of  proceeding,  and  g  nerally  to  trans- 
act all  the  business  of  the  company  in  the  intervals  between  the  meetings  of  the  same  :  and  any 
general  meeting  of  the  proprietors  may  allow  the  president  ai.d  directors  such  sum  of  monev 
as  the  said  general  meetingmayjudgc:  a  reasonable  compensation  f.,r  their  trouble  :  Provided  al- 
xvays  That  the  treasurer  shall  give  bond  and  security  asthe  president  and  directors  or  a  major- 
ity of  hem  shall  direct  fur  the  true  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  that 
the  allowance  t  ■  be  made  tr;  him  shall  not  exceed  three  d'llas  in  the  hundred  fo;  the  disburse- 
ment by  him  made,  and  that  no  officer  of  the  said  company  shall  have  a  vote  iu  the  Settlement 
or  passing  of  his  own  accounts. 

TJeptholca-      V.  Beit  further  enacted^  That  the  said  canals  shall,  where  practicable,  be  made  thirty  feet 
rial.  wide   at  top,  and  twenty   feet  wide  at  bottom,   and  to  contain  if  practicable  along  the  same  a 

depth  of  water  of  three  feet  or  more,  and  the  locks  and  sluices  shall  be  at  least  fourteen  feet 
wide. 

VI.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  franchisee  granted  to  "  the 
Privileges  the  Roanoke  Navigation  Company,"  by  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  ele-> 
same  as  gran-  venth,  twelfth,  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  sections  of  an  act 
ted  to  the  Roa-  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve  emitled  "  an  act  for  improving  the 
nokecorapany' navigation  of  Roanoke  river  from  the  town  of  Halifax  to  the  place  where  the  Virginia  line 

intersects  the  same,"  be,  and  they  are  hereby  granted  to  the  '  Lumber  River  Canal  Company" 
and  the  said  sections  shall  constitute  and  form  part  of  the  charter  of  the  said  company,  as  ap<- 
plied  to  the  communication  by  canals  contemplated  by  this  act. 

VII.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  rights,  privileges  and  franchises  of  '  the  Lumber  Ri- 
ver Canal  Company"  shall  extend  from  the  Yadkin  river  to  the  Cape-Fear  river,  along  the 
route  which  the  president  and  directors  shall  mark  oat  and  determine  for  the  canals  aforesaid, 
and  also  from  the  source  of  the  Lumber  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Swamp.  The  general  meet- 
ings of  the  stockholders  in  the  said  company,  shall  annually  be  holden  in  the  town  of  Lumber- 
ton  aforesaid,  or  at  such  other  place  as  the  stockholders  in  general  meeting,  or  the  president 
and  directors  shall  appoint:  and  the  president  and  directors  shall  continue  in  office  until  they 
shall  be  re-appointed  or  others  appointed  in  their  place  and  stead. 

VIII.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  presidentand  directors  whenever  a  majority  of  the 
stockholders  in  general  meeting  shall  deem  the  same  to  be  advisable,  shall  be,  and  thev  are 
hereby  authorised  out  of  the  capital  stock  aforesaid,  or  the  tolls  which  shall  be  received,  to 
construct  one  or  more  toll  bridges  across  the  Lumber  river ;  and  for  the  condemnation  of 
lands  necessary  for  the  abutments  of  said  bridges,  and  the  erection  of  toll  houses,  the  same 
proceedings  shall  be  had  as  are  prescribed  for  the  condemnation  of  lands  for  canals  in  the  act 
aforesaid,  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

And  whereas  by  opening  the  aforesaid  communication  the  said  company  will  become  enti- 
tled to  Toils  at  different  places,  but  of  unequal  amount :  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
stockholders  or  a  majority  of  them,  or  the  president  and  directors  shall  have  power  to  regu- 
-aU  atl°n  late  anc^  determine  the  tolls  which  shall  be  paid,  and  from  time  to  time  alter  the  said  tolls  : 
Provided,  That  the  tolls  shall  be  so  fixed  that  the  profits  arising  therefrom  shall  not  in  any 
one  year  exceed  fifteen  per  cent,  upon  die  capital  stock  actually  expended  for  the  purposes  of 
the  said  navigation,  after  payment  of  the  sums  all  wed  annually  to  the  officers  of  the  said  com- 
pany ;  ex;  ences  incurred  for  repairs  and  other  incidental  charges  :  And  the  said  tr  lis  shall  be 
so  regulated  as  to  do  equal  aud  impartial  justice  as  near  as  may  be,  to  all  persons  transporting 
commodities  along  the  said  navigation.  The  General  Assembly  may  from  time  to  time  call 
}  upon  the   p'esident  and  directors  for  an  account  of  the  monies  actually  paid  for  the  purposes 

of  the  said  navigation,  and  of  the  amount  of  tolls  received  ;  which  account  shall  b^;  rendered 
upon  oath. 

IX.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  shall  represent  and  vote  on  behalf 
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of  the  state  in  all  general  meetings  of  the  stockholdtrs,  and  in  case  of  sickness  or  other  cause       1816. 
which  may  prevent  his  personal  attendance,  he  may  appoint  a  proxy  as  in  the  case  of  indivi-     u.  ,-..' 
dual  subscribers  :   payments  for  shares  subscribed  for  on  behalf  of  the  state  shall  be  made  by 
the  treasurer,  and  the  state  shall  stand  upon  the  same  footing  With  other  subscribe!  s  as  to  the 
payments  to  be  made  for  shares. 

And  whereas  shares  may  be  sold  by  the  president  and  directors  of  the  said  company,  for 
balances  due  thereon,  Be  it  enacted,  That  the  books  cf  the  said  company  shall  be  rood  evi- 
dence of  such  sale  and  of  the  purchase  of  said  share6. 

X.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  several  backs  in  this  state,  and  all  other  bodies  politic 
and  corporate,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  subscribe  for  shares  in  the  said  com- 
pany, and  to  hold  and  enjoy  the  same  in  the  same  way  with  other  subscribers. 

XI.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  rights  of  the  said  company  to  levy  tolls  shall  com- 
mence when  they  shall  have  opened  a  communication  by  canals  between  the  Cape-Fear  and 

the  Lumber  river,  and  to  complete  this  part  of  their  work,  a  period  of  ten  years  is  allowed  to  f^.' c^m^e'tin'1 
the  said  company;  and  a  further  period  of  ten  years  is  allowed  to  the  said  company  to  open  cana".™1"  *    ^ 
the  communication  contemplated  by  this  act  between  the  Lumber  river  and  the  Yadkin  river 
and  if  the  said  company  shall   fail  to  complete  the  work    afortsaid   between    the  Cape-Fear 
and  the  Lumber  river  within  ten  years.after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  ail  the  rights,  pri- 
vileges  and  franchises  granted  to  the  said  company  shall  cease  and  determine ;  and  if' they 
shall  fail  to  complete  the  work  aforesaid   between  the   Lumber   river  and  the  Yadkin  river 
within  twenty  years  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  all  the  said  rights,  privileges  and  fran- 
chises shall  cease  and  determine,  as  to  so  much  of  the  communication   contemplated  by  this, 
act,  as  lies  between  the  Lumber  river  and  the  Yadkin  river. 

CHAP.  XXXV11. 

Jin  act  for  removing  logs,  skoals  sind  other  impediments  in  the  Tar  River,  below  the  town  of  Wash 
ington,in  the  county  of  Beaufort,  and  for  other  purposes, 

WHEREAS  logs,  shoals  and  other  impediments  have  accumulated  below  the  town  of  Washing- 
ton, in  the  county  of  Beaufort,  from  annual  freshes  in  the  river  and  otherwise,  whereby  the  naviga- 
tion to  and  from  the  said  town  is  injured.  ° 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  audit  is  hereby  enac- 
ted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  Tnat  the  collector  of  the  customs  of  the  United  States  for 
th e  port  of  Washington  in  the  county  of  Beaufort,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  requir- 
ed to  collect  and  receive  from  the  master  owner  or  agent  of  any  and  every  vessel  arriving  at  and 
departing  from  the  said  port,  drawing  when  fully  loaded,  more  than  seven  feet  water,  the  sum  sei]aSGnVeS" 
of  twenty  cents  per  inch  for  each  and  every  inch  of  the  draft  of  water  over  seven  feet  when  " 
fully  leaded  as  aforesaid,  cf  each  vessel  at  the  time  of  her  arrival  at  and  departure  from  the 
said  pert ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  oi  the  master  or  commander  of  every  vessel  arriving  at  or 
departing  from  the  said  port,  1.0th  on  his  arrival  and  departure,  to  declare  on  oath  at  the  office 
of  the  said  collector,  the  draft  of  water  of  the  vessel  so  Commanded  or  navigated  by  him  •  the 
form  of  which  oath  shall  be  as  follows:  I  A.  B.  master  or  commander  of  the  or  Vetf" 

stl  called  the  of  do  solemnly  swear,  that  the  draft  of  water  of  said  vessel  when 

fully  laden  is  feet  inches  so  help  me  God  ;  and  if  the  master  or  commander  of 

any  vessel  so  arriving  at  or  departing  from  the  said  port,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  he  shall  incur  a  penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with 
costs  of  suit  by  said  collector  of  the  customs  in  any  court  of  this  state,  which  said  penalty 
when  recovered,  shall  be  paid  one  half  to  the  person  giving  information  of  said  neglect  or  re- 
fusal, and  the  other  half  shall  be  applied  to  uses  and  purposes  hereinafter  provided  for. 

II.  Be  it  further  enacted,   That    the  commissioners  of  navigation  of  the  port   of  Wash- 
ington, be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  and  required  to  employ  one  or  more  discreet  and      Surveyor  te 
skilful  persons,  to  explore,  examine  and  survey  that  part  of  Tar  river  and  the  channel  thereof  be  employed. 
which  extends  from  the  town  of  Washington  to  HilPs  point  and  to  ascertain  the  obstructions 
to  the  navigation  thereof-  arising  from  logs,  stumps,  shoals  or  any  other  matter  or  thine-  col- 
lected or  deposited  in  or  near  the  said  channel,  and  how  far  it  may  be  practicable  to  clear  out  and 
remove  the  same  and  the  probable  expense  thereof  j  and  the   said  person  or  persons  be  reauir- 
ed  to  make  correct  draughts  or  plots  of  the  said  survey,  and  report  in  writing  of  their  proceed- 
ings and  of  the  state  of  said  river,  to  the  said  commissioners  of  navigation,  who  shall   there 
upon  engage  some  discreet  and  skilful  person  or  persons  to  remove  or  cause  to  be  removed 
such  logs,  stumps,  shoals  and  other  obstructions  as  may  appear  necessary  to  be  removed 
.  lll'£1f.tt  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  tax  or  toll  laid  in  die  first  sec 
tion  ot  this  act,  and   one  halt  the  penalties  recovered  under  the  same,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated  exclusively  to  the  performance  of  the  above  Work,  and  to  the  pavment  of 
the  expences  thereof,  and  for  that  purpose  the  same  is  hereby  invested   in  the  Said  commis- 
sioners of  .navigation  and  their  successors  in  office"  to  be  by  them  applied  as  he-em  directed 
and  the  said  collector  of  the  customs   for  the  said  port  of  Washington,  is   hertbv  aiithofiz- 
ed  and  required  to  pay  the  proceeds  thereof  to  the  said  commissioners  or  their  order   deduct- 
ing and  retaining  for  his  the  said  collector's  services  and  expences  in  collecting,  receiving  and 
paying  over  the  same,  three  per  centum  on  the^amount  so  paid  over  by  him. 

f  f  'I  fnuher  en?Cled  by  the  anthority  "foresaid,  That  the  commissioners  of  navigation 

afor«Vd,  shall  be  entitled  to  retain  out  of  the  monies  so  invested  in  them  2  1-2  per  cfn turn 
ZtZ  f6"'5"5*!  the*m0uUnt  ^  the,m  fended  and  paid  away  for  the  accomplishment  of 
the  objects  contemplated  by  this  act,  and  the  said  commissioners  of  navigation  for  the  "aid  nor      ■  ^V™* 

underTh I"  SS5  rScTtTe  *V*  Sfc?*  3  "!  ^  °f  ^  A»  ™*  ^SftSS  &2£T 
under  this  act  and  report  thereof  in  writing  with  the  progress  made  in  effecting  the  objects 

herein  contemplated,   to  be  made  annually  to  the  county  court  of  Beaufort  aforela  S!  and  co 
pies  of  the  said  report  and  accounts  to  be  by  them  transmitted  to  the  general  comm  ssioYers 
of  navigation  appointed  by  the  state.  b  co.nmiss. oners 

V.  Be  it  further  enactedbij  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  as  soon  as  the  cnancel  of  that  part  of 
Tar  river  aforesaid  shall  be  fully  cleared,  and  the  logs,  stumps,  shoals  and  otfir ■  offiEKS 
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18 it".  amoved  therefrom,  as  far  as  the  same  may  be  practicable  in  the  opinion  ef  the  said'ccmmi 
— —  sic'ne'fs  of  nayigaiioE,  for  the  said  port,  they  shall  give  notice  thereof  to  the  coih  ctor  cf  the 
eu-.toms  of  the  United  States  at  Washington  aforesaid,  and  the  tax  or  toil  laid  in  the  first  sec- 
'io:i  of  this  act,  shodl  thence  forward  cease  and  determine  s  Provided  always,  That  whenever 
the  said. channel  01  that  part  of  the  river  or  the  karbour  of  Washington  shad  again  become  ob- 
structed, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commisssioners  of  navigation  for  the  said  pert  en 
being  duly  informed  of  the  fact,  to  give  three  months  public  notice  thereof,  at  the  expiration 
cf  which  tine  the  said  tax  <f  toll  shidl  be  received  and  be  collected  as  before,  and  be  applied  to 
theremoval  of  such  ppstpuctjons  until  asufficieutsum  shall  be  obtained  toaccomphsh  the  same, 
when  it  shall  again  cease  and  determine  on  notice  thereof  being  given  to  the  collector  of  the 
customs  aforesaid,  and  the  Said  commissioners  cf  navigation  of  the  said  port  are  hereby  au- 
thorized and  empowered  to  receive  the  said  tax  or  toll  from  time  to  time,  and  for  such  oeri- 
ods  as  they  may  think  necessary,  by  .giving  notice  of  such  revival  as  aforesaid,  in  order  tf&t 
the  said  channel  may  alwajs  be  kept  clear  from  obstructions. 

VI.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  as  "scon  as  the 
consent  of  the  congress  of  the  United  States  is  obtained  thereto,  and  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor, be,  and  he  is  hereby  tequired  to  take  measures  to  obtain  the  same. 

CHAP.  XXXVIII. 

An  act  allowing  compensation  to  the  Sheriff  of  Wake  for  attending-  the  Supreme  Court. 
BE  it  tnactedby  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North- Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enac- 
ted by  the  authority  of  thesame,  That  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Wake,  whcse'duty.it  is  to  at- 
tend  the  sittings  of  the  Sjpreme  Court  of  this  state,  be,  andfte  is  hereby  allowed  for  each  term 
cf  the  said  court  winch  he  shall  attend  the  sum  of  twelve  pound?,  to  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer 
t>i  the  stare,  upon  the  certificate  of  the  ekik  of  the  said  court,  that  re  the  sAtd  Sheriff  had 
performed  that  duty. 

CHAP.  XXXIX. 

An  act  to  incorporate  a  comjmny  to  build  a  bridge  across  the  Yadkin  River. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  of  North-Cat  ohna,  and  it  is  hereby  enac- 
ted by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  a  company  composed  of  sub  cribers,  their  successc  rs  and 
assigns,  be  created  and  established  a  corpoiation  and   body  politic  in  law  and  in  fact,  and   .hal! 
he  continued  during  the  term  of  ninety  nine  years,  by  the  name  and   style  r.f  tht  "  President 
.Directors  and  Company  of  the  Tadkin  TollBridge,'"  and  by  that  name  and  style  they  are  fully  em- 
powered and  made  capable  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  to  answer  and  be  an- 
swered, to  defend  and  be  defended  in  any  court  of   record   whatevtr,  or  before  airy  justice  of 
the  peace  in  this  state,  and  also  to  make,    have  and  use  a  common  seal,  and  to  ordain  and  es- 
tablish, and  put  in  execution,  such  liye  laws,  ordinances  and  regulation's  as  may  seem  requisite 
and  proper  for  the  government  of  said  corporation,  not  being  contrary   to  the  municipal  laws  of 
the  land,  and  generally  vo  do  and  execute  all  such  acts  and  tmrgs  as  come  within  the    common 
implied   powers  cf  corporations  and  bodies  politic,  so  far  as  the  intended  object  of  this  in- 
—■sdtution  may  requ'Te. 

II.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  agreeable  to  the  design  and  erd  of  the  corporation  hereby 
-so  declared,  the  said  corporation  is  hereby  auth<. rised  and  fully  empoweied  to  build  a  Bridge 
across  the  Yadkin  River,  at  the  place  known  ar>d  called  Merrill  and  Beard's  Ferry  in  Rowan 
county,  and  the  right  and  property  of  the  said  bridge,  and  the  emoluments  and  profi.s  aris- 
ing therefrom,  shall  vest  in  and  belt  ng  to  tht  Stockholders  or  Subscribers  composing  said 
corporation,  according  to  their  proportionable  share,  and  to  their  successors,  representatives 
and  assigns  ;  and  when  the  bridge  shall  be  completed  and  fit  for  common  use,  the  roads  lead- 
ing  to"  said  bridge  are  hereby  declared  public  highways. 

III.  Ar.dbeit  further  enacted,  That  for  the  purpose  of  constituting  a  fund  for  building  said 
bridge,  bocks  shall  be  opened  tor  receiving  subscriptions  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, under  the  superintendence  and  direction  of  fivt  Commissioners,  at  such  place  or  places  as 
ihey  in  their  wisdom  and  discretion  may  prefer  and  adopt ;  and  Andrew  Caldcleugh,  John 
L.  Henderson,  Stephen  L.  Ferrand,  J<  hn  Giles  and  John  Murphey  are  hereby  appointed 
Commissioners,  a  majority  of  whom  shall  be  sufficient  to  act  and  perform  the  duties  of  their 
appointment. 

,  IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  each  share  subscribed  shall  be  one  hundred 
dollars,  one  fourth  of  which  shall  be  paid  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  and  that  the  books  shall  be 
opened  en  the  first  day  of  February  next,  and  continue  open  for  the  space  of  twenty  days,  and 
if  within  those  twenty  days  more  than  five  hundred  shares  be  subscribed,  the  Commissioners 
shall  proceed  to  reduce  the  number  so  subscribed  by  striking  off  one  shale  from  each  subscri- 
ber, above  one  share  until  the  number  be  reduced  to  five  hundred  as  aforesaid  ;  and  should  not 
the  full  amount  be  subscribed  within  those  twenty  days,  that  the  President  and  Directors  shall 
have  full  and  ample  powers  to  open  books  for  the  residue  of  the  stock  from  time  to  time,  as  they 
may  deem  proper  :  and  the  said  Commissioners  shall  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  of  receiv- 
ing subscriptions  fox  the  stock  aforesaid,  give  twenty  days  previous  notice,  posted  up  at  the 
Court-House  in  the  town  of  Salisbury,  of  the  time  and  place  cf  the  general  meeting  of  the 
•subscribers,  that  the  said  subscribers  shall  then  and  there  elect  five  persons  as  Directors,  and 
one  of  their  body  shall  be  appointed  President  and  another  Secretary  to  conduct  and  discharge 
the  business  of  the  said  corporation,  and  so  the  month  of  April  in  every  <Jtear  afterwards  suc- 
cessively other  elections  of  Directors  in  like  manner  shall  be  had,  except  as  to  the  notification 
which  shall  be  made  by  the  Secretary  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  President. 

V.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  balance  for  shares  unpaid  shall  be  paid  by  the  stock- 
holders at  such  time  and  in  such  manner,  and  under  such  regulations  and  restrictions  as  the 
directors  may  deem  fit  and  expedient.  And  when  the  said  Bridge  shall  have  been  com- 
pleted, the  said  corporation  shall  be  and  are  hereby  fully  authorised  to  erect  a  Toll  Gate  on 
some  pait  of  the  Bridge  as  to  them  may  seem  preferable,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  exact  and 
receive  at  such  G.?.t«,  such  tell  as  the  County  Court  of  Rowan  shaU^reocribe*. 
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VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  corporation  shall  keep  the  said  Bridge  in  1816. 
good  and  sufficient  repair,  under  the  penalty  prescribed  by  Jaw  in  the  cases  of  Roads  and  u»v».' 
Bridges. 

VII.  Andhe  it  further  enacted,  That  the  President  and  Directors  have  full  authority  to  ap- 
point all  such  officers  not  named  and  specified  in  this  act  as  may  be  requisite  in  the  opinion  of 
said  corporation. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  following  articles,  regulations  and  provisions 
shall  be  received  as  standing  lules  for  the  government  of  said  corporation.  First — Each 
stockholder  at  every  election  shall  have  one  vote  for  every  two  shares  by  him  held  mote 
i|ian  one  share,  up  to   twenty  shares  ;  and  one  vote  for    every  five  shares  exceeding  twenty. 

"^Provided  always,  that  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Director  unless  he  be  a  stock- 
holder, nor  shall  any  person  vote  as  a  stockholder  for  directors,  unless  such  person  shall  have 
acquired  his  share    or  shares    at  least  sixty  days  previous  to  the  election. 

Second.  The  President  and  Directors  shall  have  full  power  to  call  a  general  meeting 
of  the  stockholders,  when  to  them  it  may  appear  expedient  to  promote  the  good  of  the  in- 
stitution.— Third.  No  general  bye-laws,  ordinances  or  regulations  for  the  government  of  said 
corporation,  shall  be  passed  or  established  but  by  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders. 
Fourth.  The  President  and  Directors  shall  upon  joint  application  of  ten  stockholders,  call  a 
general  meeting,  provided,  their  aggregate  shares  amount  to  thirty — Fifth.  At  a  general 
meeting  of  the  stockholders  in  case  of  election  of  Directors,  two  thirds  of  the  stockholders 
or  such  a  number  of  the  stockholders  as  taken  together,  shall  hold  two  thirds  of  the  shares 
of  the  whole  capital,  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  but  for  all  other  purposes  a  majority  of  the 
Stockholders  or  so  many  as  hold  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  shares  skall  be  a  sufficient 
number  to  proceed  to  business. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Bridge  aforesaid  shall  be  completed  within  the 
term  of  five  years  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  and  on  failure  thereof,  this 
charter  is  hereby  dissolved. 

X.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  toll  exacted  at  the  aforesaid  Bridge  for  the  pas- 
sage of  persons  crossing  the  same,,  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  toll  allowed  by  the  Coun= 
ty  Courts  to  the  owners  of  Ferriep  contiguous  thereto. 

XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  rates  of  toll  established  by  order  of  the  Court 
of  Pleas  and  Quarter  Sessions  aforesaid,  for  the  passage  of  persons,  waggons,  carriages,  hor- 
ses,   et  cetera,  shall  not  exceed  the  rates  of  toll  allowed  ihe  owners  of  Ferries. 

*  XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  authorise  or  em- 
power the  company  hereby  created,  either  before  or  after  the  building  of  the  said  Bridge,, 
to  keep  or  maintain  by  themselves  or  their  agents  under  any  pretence  whatever,  any  Ferry 
for  the  transportation  of  persons,  carriages,  horses,  cattle,  merchandise,  produce  or  any  other 
thing  either  at  the  place  where  such  Bridge  is  to  be  erected  or  at  any  other  place  on  the  said  ri- 
ver: and  if  the  said  company  shall  at  any  time  hereafter,  keep  or  maintain  any  such  Ferry 
contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  the  said  company  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  ot  fifty  pounds  for  each  week  such  Ferry  shall  so  be  kept  and  maintained,  to  besuid 
for  and  recovered  in  the  name  and  to  the  sole  use  of  Alexander  Long,  his  heirs,  executors, 
adminitratorS  or  assigns,  and  'f  the  said  Long  shall  not  bi  ;ng  suit  within  three  months  after 
being  (luly  notified  thereof,  then  and  in  that  case  any  other  person  may  sue  for  and  recover 
said  penalty. 

Read  three  tildes  and  Ratified  in  General  Assembly,  ?  JOHN  BRANCH,  S.  S. 

the  28th  day  of  Decethbei',  A.  D.  1816.  $  JA.  IREDELL,,  S.  H.  C '. 

A  true  Copy,         WM.  HILL,  Secretary. 
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1810  ^    CHAP.  XL. 

w^~j  An  act  to  incorporate  the  North  River  and  Mams  Creek  Canal  Company. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  cf  North-Carolina,  audit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  Elijah  Pigott,  Jechonias  Pigottand  Kenry  M.  Ceoke  of  the  county  of  Carte- 
ret, James  McKinley,  John  S.  Ntlscn,  John  S.'  Smith  and  Marcus  C.  Stephens  of  the  county  of  Craven, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  com  missioneis  to  receive  subscriptions  for  stock  in  the  ''North  river  and 
Adams  Creek  Canal  Company,"  and  for  that  purpose  the} ,  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  open  books  in 
the  towns  of  Newbern  or  Beaufort,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February  next,  and  shall  keep  the  same 
open  sixty  days  unless  the  whole  number  of  shares  be  sooner  subscribed,  and  that  all  Such  subscriptions 
shall  be  made  in  persou  or  by  attorney  duly  authorized,  that  the  stock  of  said  company  shall  consist  of 
one  hundred  shares,  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  that  each  subscriber  shall  pay  down  at  the  time  of  sub- 
scribing twenty-five  doliars  for  each  and  every  share  so  subscribed,  and  shall  enter  into  a  written  obligation 
to  pay  the  further  sum  of  seventy-five  dollats  on  each  and  every  share  by  such  Derson  subscribed,  at  such 
times  and  in  such  proportion  as  the  president  and  directors  cf  said  company  shall  prescribe,  that  as  soon  as 
three  fourths  of  the  whole  number  of  shares  shall  have  been  subscribed,  the  said  commissioners  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them,  shall  have  a  meeting  of  the  subscribers,  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  shall  by  advertise- 
ment in  some  newspaper  at  least  one  month  previous  thereto  direct  and  appoint ;  and  unless  three  fourihs 
-of  the  shares  shall  be  subscribed  for  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighteen,  alt  sums  of  money  paid  in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  repaid  to  the  subscribers  or  their  re- 
presentatives, and  all  securities  for  the  payiiieut  of  the  same  returned. 

II.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  wheuever  three  fourths  cf  the  stock  shall  be  subscribed,  as  aforesaid, 
and  a  meeting  shall  be  had  as  herein  before  prescribed,  that  thenceforth  rhe  subscribers  of  the  shares  afore- 
said, their  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  corporated  into  a 

ompany,  to  be  called  u  the  North  River  and  Adams  Creek  Canal  Companv,"and  may  sue  and  be  sued 
as  such,  and  by  that  name  shall  have  perpetual  succession,  and  tuch  of  the  said  subscribers  as  shall  be  pie- 
sent  at  the  said  meeting  or  a  majority  of  them  are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  elect  a  president  and 
four  directors  for  the  purpose  of  managing  all  the  said  company's  business  for  such  time  as  the  said  sub- 
scribers or  a  majority  of  them  shall  think  fit ;  and  in  counting  the  votes  of  all  the  general  meetings  of  the. 
said  company,  every  member  shall  be  allowed  one  vote  for  every  share,  as  far  as  five,  and  one  vote  for 
every  three  shares  above  five,  and  any  proprietor  by  writing,  executed  before  a  subscribing  witness,  and 
proved  or  acknowledged  before  a  justice  of  'he  peace,  mav  depute  another  member  to  act  as  a  proxy  for 
hira  or  her  at  any  general  meeting  or  meetngs,  and  the  acts  of  su-:h  proxy  shall  be  as  effectual  to  all  in 
tents  and  purposes  as  the  acts  of  his  or  her  principal. 

III.  Bs  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  president  and  directors  so  elected  or  a  majority  of  them,  or 
their  successors  assembitd,  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  agree  with  an»  person  or  peis^ns  in  behalf 
of  said  company,  to  cut  the  said  canal  and  to  erect  such  locks,  remove  such  obs. ructions,  perform  such 
works  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  for  convenient  navigation,  from  the  wateis  of  Neuse  river  to  those 
of  North  river,  and  also  to  make  along  said  canal  and  creeks  any  turnpike  or  rail  read,  or  other  convtni- 
ence  or  device  for  the  easy  transportation  of  passengers  and  commodities,  from  time  to  time,  and  upon 
such  terms  and  in  such  mttiner  as  they  shall  think  fit,  and'Ut  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  subscriptions 

-aforesaid,  to  pay  f  r  the  same,  and  to  repair  and  keep  in  order  said  canal,  locks  and  other  works  nectssa- 

i  ry  thereto,  and  to  defray  all  incidental  charges  :  a;.d  also,  to  appoint  a  treasurer,  clerk,  and  iuch  other  <-ffi- 

»cers,  toll-gatherers,  managers  and,  servants   as  the}  .shall  judge  requisite,  which  officers  shall  give  bend 

with  security  as  approved  by  the  said  president  and  directors  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  respective 

--duties,  and  to  agree  for  and  settle  their  respective  wages,  or  allowances,  and  settle,  pass  and  sign  their 

accounts,  and  also,  to  make  and  establish  rules  of  proceedings  and  transact  all  other  business  and  concerns 

of  the  said  company  in  and  duiingthe  intervals  bttween  the  general  meetings  of  the  same  ;  and  they  shall 

be  allowed  a  satisfaction  for  their  trouble  therein,  such  sum  of  money  as  shall  by  a  general  meeting  of  the 

subscribers  be  determined. 

IV.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  president  and  directors  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  have  pow- 
er  from  time  to  time  to  draw  upon  the  treasurer  for  such  monies  as  the  purposes  of  the  company  may  re- 
quire, do  demand  and  receive  of  the  several  proprietors  the  sums  of  money  ordered  to  be  paid  on  their 
respective  shares  for  the  purposes  of  said  company  ;  such  sums  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer, 
subject  to  the  order  of  said  president  and  directors  as  aforesaid,  and  in  case  any  of  the  said  proprietors 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  such  sums  or  any  of  them  within  one  m;nth  after  the  same  is  so  ordered  and 
public  notice  thereof  given,  the  said  president  and  directors  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  have  power  to  sell 
at  public  sale,  giving  thirty  days  notice  of  the  day  of  such  sale  in  some  newspaper  in  this  state,  the  share 
or  shares  of  such  subscriber  or  subscribers,  on  which  such  sum  shall  remain  unpaid,  and  after  retaining 
the  sum  so  due  out  of  the  money  produced  by  such  sale,  they  shall  refund  and  pay  the  overplus,  if  any, 
to  the  former  owners,  and  if  such  sale  shall  not  produce  the  full  sum  ordered  and  directed  to  be  advanced 
as  aforesaid,  with  the  incidental  charges,  the  said  president  and  directors  may  sue  for  and  recover  the  ba- 
»ance  remaining  due  for  the  use  of  the  company  :  the  said  president  and  directors  may  fill  all  vacancies  in 
their  body  by  temporary  appointments,  to  expire  at  the  next  general  meeting  of  the  subscribers. 

V.  Be  it  further  enacted.,  That  every  president  and  director  before  he  acts  as  such,  shall  take  an  oath  or 
•affirmation  for  the  due  execution  of  the  duties  of  his  office;  and  that  the  presence  of  proprietors  having  se- 
venty shares  at  least  shall  be  necessary  to  constitute  a  general  meeting,  and  that  a  general  meeting  shall  be 
had  on  the  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  every  year  at  such  convenint  place  as  shall  from  time  to  time 
be  appointed  by  the  said  general  meeting,  but  if  a  sufficient  number  shall  not  attend  on  that  day,  the  pro- 
prietors who  do  attend  may  adjourn  such  meeting  from  day  to  day  until  a  general  meeting  of  the  pro- 
prietors shall  be  had,  which  may  be  continued  from  day  to  day,  until  the  business  of  the  company  is  fi- 
nished, to  which  meeting  the  president  and  directors  shall  make  report  and  render  distinct  and  just  ac- 
counts of  all  the  proceedings,  and  on  finding  them  fairly  and  justly  stated,  the  proprietors  then  present  or 
a  majority-  of  them  shall  give  a  certificate  thereof,  a  duplicate  of  which  shall  be  entered  on  the  said  com- 
pany's books,  and  at  each  yearly  meeting  after  leaving  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  such  sum  as  the  pro- 
prietors or  a  majority  of  them  shall  judge  necessary  for  repairs  and  contingent  charges,  an  equal  dividend 
of  all  the  nett  profits  arising  from  the  tolls  hereby  granted,  shall  be  ordered  and  made  to  the  proprictors- 
of  th-»  said  company!  in  proportion  to  their  several  shares  ;  and  on  any  emergency  in  the  intervals  between 
the  said  general  meetings  ;  the  president  or  a  majority  of  the  directors  may  appoint  a  general  meeting  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  company,  givirjg  at  least  one  months  notice  in  one  or  more  of  the  public  papers. 
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which  meeting  may  be  adjourned  and  continued  as  aforesaid  :  Provided,  There  shall  be  no  application  oflSIC 
the  profits  arising  from  tolls  to  the  expenditures  of  the  company.,  and  no  dividend  thereof  until  the  canal  beWV 
completed  in  (he  manner  hereafter  to  be  set  forth. 

VI.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  expences  the  said  proprietors  shall  be  at, 
the  aforesaid  canal,  locks,  thelands  thereof  condemned,  rail  ways,  turnpikes  and  every  other  work  and  thing 
thereunto  appertaining,  shall  be;  and  the  same  are  hereby  vested  in  the  said  company  for  the  term  of  nine- 
ty-nine years,  and  the  same  shall  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  aay  tax,  imposition  or  assessment 
whatever  ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  president  and  directors  at  all  times  hereafter  :o  demand  and 
receive  at  some  convenient  place  for  all  commodities  and  persons,  boats  and  vehicles  transported  or  car- 
ried through  said  canal,  or  on  Gaid  railway,  or  turnpike,  such  tolls  or  rates  as  shall  be  asssessed  and  direc- 
ted fay  the  proprietors  at  their  annual  meeting :  Provided,  That  the  said  rates  or  tolls  shall  be  made  public, 
p.nd  a  copy  thereof  put  up  at  each  end  of  the  said  canal,  and  shall  not  exceed  fifteen  per  centum  per  an- 
num, in  the  sum  laid  out  in  the  improvement  of  the  said  navigation  over  and  above  the  annual  charges  and 
expences  of  the  said  company,  and  in  case  of  refusal  to  pay  the  tolls  or  rates  at  the  time  of  passing  the 
place  aforesaid,  and  previously  to  passing  the  same,  the  collector  of  the  said  tolls  may  lawfully  refuse  pas- 
sage to  whomsoever  refuse  payment.  , 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  canals  and  works  to  be  erected  thereon  by  virtue  of  this 
iact,  railway,  turnpike  when  completed  shall  forever  hereafter  be  esteemed  and  taken  as  public  highways* 
free  for  the  transportation  of  all  goods,  wares,  commodities  or  produce  whatever,  and  for  travelling,  oa 
the  payment  of  the  tolls  or  rates  assessed  as  aforesaid. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  company  hereby  created,  or 
a  majority  of  them  shall  have  power  to  purchase  any  lands  which  they  may  judge  useful  far  the  purposes 
of  their  incorporation,  and  should  the  canal,  railway  or  turnpike  pass  through  lands  which  cannot  be  pur- 
chased at  as  moderate  a  price  as  the  president  and  directors  may  think  reasonable,  or  the  owner  thereof 
be  a  Feme  Covert,  infant,  non  compos,  or  out  of  the  state,  then  and  in  that  case,  on  application  to  any  two 
justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  in  which  the  lands  shall. be,  the  said  Justices  shall  issue  a  warrant  un- 
der their  hands  to  the  sheriff  of  their  county,  to  summon  a.  jury  of  eighteen  good  aud  lawful  men  of  his 
county,  not  related  to  the  president  or  any  one  of  the  directors  or  to  thefowner  of  such  lands,  cor  at  all  in- 
terested in  the  company  or  said  lands,  to  meet  on  ihe  premises  on  a  day  to  be  expressed  in  the  wxriant  to 
value  the  same  :  and  the  said  sheriff  on  the  day  so  appointed  in  the  warrant  shall  cause  at  least  twelve  of 
the  said  jumrs  summoned  as  aforesaid,  and  being  on  the  premises,  to  take  an  oatu  which  oath  the  said 
sheriff  is  empowered  to  administer  ;  that  they  will  truly  value  the  lands  so  delivered,  to  be  purchased  as 
well  as  all  incidental  injury  or  damage  which  may  result  to  the  proprietor  of  the  same,  from  the  sals  there- 
of, and  the  inquisition  of  said  jury  with  a  plot  ©f  the  land  set  off,  and  allotted  by  boundaries  to  the 
said  president  and  directors,  shall  be  signed  and  sealed  by  the  said  sheriff  aud  jurors  and  returned  by  . 
th?  sheriff  to  the  county  court  of  Pleas  and  Quarter  Sessions  of  his  county,  to  be  recorded  by  the  clerk 
of  said  court,  which  inquisition  so  taken  and  recorded  shall  vest  in  the  said  president  and  directors  an  es- 
tate in  which  said  land  for  use  of  -he  company,  during  the  term  aforesaid,  to  them  and  their  successors, 
upon  the  payments  of  the  sum  assessed  by  the  jury,  as  the  value  of  the  same  to  the  proprietor  in  case  he 
or  she  be  absent  or  unknown,  by  paying  the  same  into  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  said  court  for  said  pro- 
prietor :  Provided.  That  no  piece  or  parcel  of  laud  shall  be  purchased  as  aforesaid,  of  greater  breadth 
than  three  hundred  feet,  and  provided  notice  in  writing  be  given  the  owner,  if  known,  of  the  day  of  such 
intended  valuation  at  least  ten  days  previously  thereunto. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  every  proprietor  to  transfer  his  or  her, 
share  or  shares  by  deed  executed  befnretwo  witnesses  and  registered  after  proof  of  the  execution  in  the 
company's  books,  and  not  otherwise  except  by  devise,  which  devise  shall  also  be  exhibited  to  the  president 
and  directors  and  registered  before  the  devise  shall  be  entitled  to  draw  any  part  of  the  profits  from  the 
caid  lots  :  Provided,  f  hat  no  transfer  shall  b  made  except  for  one  or  more  whole  share  or  shares  and 
siot  for  part  of  such  shares  ;  and  that  no  share  or  shares  shall  be  at  any  time  sold,  coeveyed,  transferred 
or  held  in  trust  for  the  use  apd  benefit  or  in  the  name  of  another,  whereby  the  said  president  and  directors 
or  proprietors,  members  of  the  said  company  or  any  of  them,  shall  or  may  be  challenged  or  made  to  an- 
swer any  such  trust,  but  that  every  such  person  appearing  as  aforesaid  to  be  a  proprietor,  shall  as  to  the 
others  of  the  said  company  be  to  every  intent  taken  absolutely  as  such,  but  between  the  trustee  and  the 
person  for  whose  benefit  such  trust  shall  be  created  the  common  remedy  may  be  pursued. 

X.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  said  capital  shall  be  insufficient  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  said  company  from  time  toitime  to  increase  their  capital  by  the  addition  of  so  many  whole  shares  as 
maybe  deemed  necessary  by  the  proprietors  members  of  the  said  company,  or  a  majority  of  them,  who 
shail  be  present  at  any  general  meeting,  and  oa  such  terms  as  they  think  fit. 

XI.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  said  company  before  applications  of 
the  profits  of  the  canal  hereby  contemplated  to  the  expenditures  of  the  said  company,  or  making  any  di- 
vidend of  said  profits,  shall  from  the  sums  subscirbed,  cause  to  be  cut  and  opened  fremthe  head  of  North- 
river  to  the  head  of  Adams  creek,  a  canal  of  the  dimensions  and  descriptions 'following,  viz.  the  said  ca 
nal  shall  contain  from  one  end  thereof  to  the  other  a  depth  of  water  not  less  than  four  feet  at  ordinary- 
tides,  free  of  stumps  or  other  obstructions,  it  shall  be  at  lea9t  fourteen  feet  wide  at  bottom,  and  increase  at 
least  one  foot  in  width  for  every  foot  of  perpendicular  rise  from  bottom  to  top,  the  earth  dug  from  the  ca- 
nal shall  be  removed  at  least  twelve  feet  from  the  edges  thereof,  the  canal  shall  have  four  lie-by  bays 
which  shall  be  as  deep  as  the  canal,  sixty  feet  long  at  bottom,  and  twelve  feet  in  width,  exclusive  of  the 
■width  of  the  canal  and  increasing  in  length  and  width  in  the  same  proportion  to  their  perpendicular  rise, 
with  the  width  of  the  canal,  and  these  bays  at  convenient  distances  from  the  ends  of  the  canal  and  from 
each  other ;  the  channels  of  the  said  creek  and  river  shall  be  cleared  from  the  mouths  to  the  heads  thereof 
respectively,  so  as  to  contain  throughout  the  same  depth  of  water  required  in  the  canal,  free  from  any  ob- 
structions and  of  equal  width ;  and  all  inconvenient  crooks  in  said  creek  and  river  shall  be  straightened,  a 
small  ditch  shall  be  cut  from  end  to  end  of  the  canal  and  kept  open  outside  of  the  banks,  adequate  to  re» 
ceive  the  water  flowing  thereunto  from  the  adjoining  country  and  to  convey  the  same  into  the  creeks  with- 
out injury  to  the  canal,  there  shall  be  substantial  gates  or  locks  at  each  end  of  the  canal  competent  to 
prevent  the  too  rapid  flow  of  the  waters  through  it,  and  convenient  and  sufficient  bridges  erected  over 
said  canal  as  by  this  act  is  required. 

XII.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  at  any  time  hereafter  the  said  president  and  directors  or  com- 
pany shall  issue  any  note,  bill  of  exchange,  check  or  due  bill,  not  expressly  au-.hori-zedby  this  act,  then 

-the  same  and  every  part  thereof  shall  become  void. 
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S""'Hi'  *$n  act  concerning  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  Company. 

WHEREAS  it  is  represented  to  this  General  Assembly,  that  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  Company 
have  not  been  able,  f.  om  the  intervention  of  the  late  war,  and  other  causes  to  complete  lhat  work  within 
the  time  limited. by  law,  and  it  being  also  represented  that  an  enlargement  of  the  scale  of  that  work,  to 
perhaps  double  its  present  size,  and  assigning  to  it'a  correspondent  increase  of  capital  to  perform  it,  would 
So -a.n  eminent  degree  add  tolls  national  usefulness,  both  in  time  of  peace  and  war. 

I.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  That  the  further  time  of  se- 
j      ven  years,  (to  he  computed  from  the  first  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen,)  be  allowed  the  Dis- 

'  mal  Swamp  Canal  Company,  to  enlarge  and  complete  their  canal  in  manner  hereinafter  prescribed. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  present  stockholders  of  the  said  company  be  required  to  advance 
twenty  thousand  dollars  on  their  present  capital  stock,  being  aa  additional  twenty  per  cent,  upon  his,  her 
or  their  respective  shares  in  the  stock  of  the  said  company,  payable  in  such  instalments  as  the  president 
and  directors  of  the  said  company,  for  the  time  being,  shall  find  it  necessary  to  require,  and  if  any  of  the 
said  proprietors  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  their  respective  proportions  of  such  requisitions,  the  said 
president  and  directors  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  and  reiay  sell  at  auction  and  convey  to  the  purchaser 
the  share  or  shares  of  such  proprietor  so  refusing  or  neglecting  payment,  (giving  at  least  one  months  no- 
tice of  such  intended  sale  iu  the  Norfolk  newspapers)  and  afterretainit;g  the  sum  due,  and  the  charges  of 
said  sale,  out  of  the  money  produced  thereby,  they  shall  refund  the  overplus,  if  any,  to  the  former  owner : 
Provided  however,  'I  hat  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  authorize  the  said  president  and 
directors  to  sell  the  share  or  shares  of  any  person,  who  at  the  time  shall  be  under  age,  nan  compos,  or  not 
residing  within  this  state,  nevertheless  it  shall  be  lawful  for  said  president  and  directors  to  withhold  the 
payment  of  all  dividends -of  such  persons  thereafter  accruing,  and  from  time  to  time  to  apply  the  same  to 
the  payment  of  tl*e  unsatisfied  requisitions  until  they  shall  be  fuliy  paid  with  interest. 

III.  Bent  enacted,  That  the  said  canal  when  completed  shall  throughout  {except  at  the  locks)  be  not 
less  in  width  than  forty  feet  on  the  surface  thereof,  and  of  sufficient  depth  for  vessels  drawing  five  feet 
water,  to  navigate  it  at  all  seasons  j  and  that  whenever  the  present  locks  which  are  constructed  of  wood 
shall  havs  become  so  decayed  as  to  majte  new  ones  necessary,  such  new  ones  at  the  out  falls  at  least  shall 
be  Constructed  of  solid  and  substantial  Mason  work. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatif  the  increase  of  capita!  and  other  aid,  by  this  act  already  granted 
be  not  deemed  sufficient  to  accomplish  this  great  public  work  on  the  scale  contemplated,  it  shall  and  mav 
be  lawful  for  the  said  company,  still  farther  to  increase  the  capital  thereof  by  the  subscription  of  new  stock.. 

And  the  president  and  directors  of  the  said  company  for  the  time  being,  are  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
'  quired  whenever  they  shall  fiudth&same  necessary,  to  open  the  books  for  the  subscription  of  asy  sum  bo' 
exceeding  sixty  thousand  dollars  of  additional  capital  stock,  to  be  divided  into  shares  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty -five  dollars  each,  in  the-  subscribing  to  which  additional  shares  the  stockholders  of  die 
company  for  the  time  being  are  hereby  declared  to  have  a  preference  for  the  first  thirty  days  aftet  the 
dook^  are  opened,  but  no  longer ;  and  all  proprietors  of  such  additional  sums  shall  and  are  hereby  declar-  ■ 
ed  to  be  from  thence  forward  incorporated  into  the  s-aid  company :  Provided  That  the  stockholder  of  the 
additional  shires  hereby  authorized  to  be  subscribed  for  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  dividends  thereupon 
until  six  months  after  they  shall  have  paid  up  the  whole  amount  of  their  subscriptions,  and  that  the  divi- 
dends on  a  share  of  the  new  stock  shall  be  in  the  same  proportion  to  the  dividends  on  a  share  of  the  old 
stock,  as  the  new  share  bears  to  the.  old  share  :  Provided  also,  That  in  estimating  the  number  of  votes  to 
be  given  on  the  new  stock,  each  sum  of  such  new  stock  equal  in  amount  to  a  share,  of  the  old  stock,  and 
not  less,  shall  be  counted  as  one  share. 

V.  Be  it  further  enacted^  lhat  if  the  stockholders,  at  their  next  meeting  shall  prefer  to  increase  the 
stock  of  the  company  in  lieu  of  advancing  twenty  per  cent,  on  their  persent  shares,  they  shall  be,  and  are 
hereby  permitted  to  do  so. 


CHAP.  XLII. 

Jin  act  to  facilitate  the  navigation  of  Lumber  River  from  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Swamp  to  the  South  Carolina 

line. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Cafolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  'I  hat  Job  Goodman  and  Wil!i?.m  Ashley  of  die  county  of  Robeson,  and  Alexan- 
der McRae  and  Moore  Lennen  of  the  ccunty  of  Columbus.  bes  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  commis- 
sioners, to  be  styled  the  Lumber  River  Commissioners,  and  they  or  a  majority  of  them  are  hereby  empow- 
ered and  required  to  perform  the  duties  herein  mentioned,  they  shall  within  five  months  after  the  passing 
of  this  act  be  required  to  divide  said  river  between  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Swamp  and  the  South  Carolina 
line,  into  such  an  equal  number  of  equal  parts  as  they  may  think  proper,  designating  the  extremes  of 
each  part  by -known  and  permanent  limits  or  marks,  report  of  which  shall  be  returned  to  the  county 
courts  respectively  of  Robeson  and  Columbus  next  after  their  said  meetings,  which  report  shall  be  entered 
bv  the  clerks  aforesaid  respectively  on  their  minutes  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  afore- 
said in  their  report  to  designate  in  clear  and  explicit  language,  what  equal  part  or  parts  of  said  river  shall 
be  improved  and  kept  in  repair  by  the  county  of  Robeson,  and  likewise  what  part  or  parts  of  the  river 
'.  aforesaid,  shall  be  improved  and  kept  in  repair  by  the  county  of  Columbus,  always  mindful  to  allot  to  each 
county  an  equal  number  of  divisions,  and  each  of  the  counties  is  hereby  required  to  keep  in  repair  the 
part  or  parts  assigned  to  it. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  the  commissioners  shall  have  reported  as  aforesaid,  the  coun- 
ty courts  aforesaid  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  commissioners  appoint  a  suitable  number  of  Over- 
seers to  superintend  the  navigation  of  such  equal  part  or  parts  as  shall  by  the  report  made  as  above  direc- 
ted be  assigned  to  each  count}-,  to  be  improved  and  kept  in  repair,  and  the  Overseer  or  Overseers  so  ap- 
pointed  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  laws  now  in  force  respecting  inland  rivers  and  creeks. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  county  courts  of  the  counties  aforesaid,  shall  by  their  orders 
put  under  the  controul  and  direction  of  the  Overseers  such  number  of  hands  as  the  commissioners  may 
recommend,  not  exceeding  twelve  in  each  county,  to  be  taken  from  the  Captains  districts,  adjoining  the 
part  of  the  river  to  be  improved  as  aforesaid,  and  not  more  than  six  hands  from  each  district,  which  hands 
shall  be  subject  to  the  same  laws  now  in  force  respecting  working  hands  on  inland  rivers  and  cree-ks,  and  the 
Overseers  appointed  as  aforesaid  shall  with  the  hands  assigned  them  in  the  most  expeditious  manner  pre- 
ceed  to  remove  every  obstacle  whatever  that  may  obstruct  the  navigation  of  said  river. 

*TLi=i  word  is  C'cns'V/si'i'riin '.he  cr'ffin:'' 
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*  IV.  Andbeit  further  cnabicd,  That  in  case  of  the  dealli,  removal  or  resignation  of  any  of  the  commis-lSlR 
sioners,  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  the  court  oT  t.he  county  in  which  the  vacancy  may  happen,  the  per-^v^ 
son  so  appointed  being  first  recommended  by  the  acting  commissioners,  who  shall  recommend  in  such 
manner  that  there  shall  always  be  two  commissioners  and  no  more  in  each  county.     A  resignation  of  any- 
one of  the  commissioners  shall  be  entered  in  the  clerk's   docket  in  the  county  in  which  the  commission- 
er  resides,  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

CHAP.  XL1II. 

fin  act  fur  the  government  of  Elizahfth  City  and  for  other  purposes. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North- Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  thesame.  That  from  and  after  the  passingof  dtisact,  the  boundaiies  of  Elizabeth  City  shall  be 
extended  in  direct  lines  from  each  end  f-waids  the  south  to  the  line  of  lands  the  property  of  Thomas 
Norris,  and  that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March  next,  the  government  of  Elizabeth-City  shall  be 
vested  in  three  commissioners  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  justices  of  the  court  oi  Pleas  and  Quarter 
Sessions  for  the  countv  of  Paiqtv.tank,  when  in  session  on  the  first  court  held  after  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary in  each  and  every  year,  which  said  appointment  shall  be  good  till  the  said  first  court  after  the  first  day 
of  January  in  each  and  every  year  thereafter,  and  no  person  shall  be  eligible  as  a  commissioner  unless  he 
shall  be  siezed  or  possessed  of  real  property  in  said  town  to  the  value  of  eight  hundred  dollars,  not  un- 
less he  resides  in  the  said  town  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  nor  longer  than  he  does  reside  within  the 
same,  and  in  case  any  person  appointed  a  commissioner  as  af<Tesaid  or  as  hereinafter  provided,  shall  re- 
fuse to  qualify  as  hereinafter  directed,  or  remcve,or  become  incapable  of  discharging  fvsduty  by  inability, 
the  remaining  commissioners  or  commissioner  if  but  one  remaining,  shall  have  lull  power  and  authority  to 
appoint  a  commissi*  uer  or  commissioners  who  shall  be  eligible  u  der  this  act,  and  shall  have  full  power 
ar.d  authority  alter  qualification,  10  execute  or  assist  in  executing  all  the  laws,  regulations  and  restrictions 
made  by  the  ap'rmn>ssi<yhers  appointee  by  the  court  as  af  resaid,  but  in  no  case  shall  a  commissioner  or 
commissioners  appointed  by  a  commissioner  or  cotr-missioners  as  aforesaid,  have  any  power  or  authrity 
to  make  a  law,  but  to  execute  laws  already  made  only,  and  no  person  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act  shaH 
take  upon  himself  the  p  iwer  and  au  thorit)  of  a  commissioner,  before  hf  has  taken  the  following  oath  ia 
the  couit  app"!ritu:g  him,  or  before  som-  acting  justice  of  the  peace,  of  P^fqunank  county,  to  wit:  I  A, 
li.  d  j  /solemnly  and  sincerely  swear  (or  pffi.  m  as  the  cas-'  may  be)  that  I  will  well  and  truly  execute  the  of- 
fice of  a  commissioner  of  Ei'zabeth  Citv,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability,  so  help  me  God  ;  nor 
shall  any  commissioner  app  in;cd  by  a  commissioner  or  commissioners  have  any  rower  or  authority  after 
the  meeting  of  the  c  .unty  court  succeeding  his  appointment,  but  the  snid  court  shall  during  said  term  an- 
point  a  commissioner  <  r  comu  u'ioners  eligible  u  det  this  ac  ,  who  shall  have  the  full  power  and  authority 
of  commissioners    •:'!  the  first  cout  aft  r  .hefiist  day  of  January  next  thereafter. 

II.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  three  commissioners  appointed  by  said  court  and 
qualified  as  aforesaid,  <no  their  successors  in  office,  are  hereby  incorporated  into  a  body  corporate,  by  the 
name  and  style  of  the  commissioners  of  Eiizibe-h  City,  and  by  that  name  ard  style  shall  have  succes- 
sion by  their  appointment  and  qualification  as  aforesaid,  and  a  common  seal,  shall  sue  and  be  sued,  plead 
and  be  impl^adi  (1,  and  shall  have  foil  power  and  authority  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  hereafter  to 
make  and  prescribe  all  such  rules,  regulations^  restrictions,  provisions  and  Lmitati'TS  asshall  to  them  stem 
necessary  for  the  g^od  govcrurr.en'  f  the  t  Wi,not  iua  nsis.ent  with  the  "laws  of  the  stnte  and  shall  ha^e 
full  pow.-r  and  authority  to  lay  off,  sni:  nd  ad  repai.  the  street,  erect  public  pun.ps  and  wells,  erect  a  pub- 
lic market,  and  appoint  a  cltfk  thereof,  a^d  pi  escribe  his  duties,  to  appoint  a  harbor  master  foi  El  zabeth  City, 
and  regulate  his  duties  ;  to  appoint  a  town  Coi.sable,  town  Watches  and  Patrols,  ai,d  t  o  make  rules  to  regu- 
late them  and  grant  them  a  teward  for  their  services  ;  and  the  said  comnr  issk.ners  shall  have  lull  power  and 
authority  to  enforce  a  compliance  with,  «nd  an  obsetvance  of  all  such  rules,  regulations,  restrictions,  pro- 
visions and  limitations  as  they  a^e  authorized  by  this  act  to  pass  ormake  :  Provided  nevertheless,  That  the  ^ 
punishment  of  no  free  man  violating  the  same  shall  eX'-eed  a  fine  often  dollars  and  imprisonment  in  the  com- 
mon jail  of  Pasquotank  county  till  such  fiae  and  jail  fe>-s  are  paid,  nor  the  punishment  of  any  slave  exceed 
twenty -five  lashes  on  his  or  her  bare  back  ;  and  whereas  some  merchants  and  others  in  the  tov>nof  Ehzaheth 
City  are  in  the  habit  of  trading  with  slavas  without  a  permi/hi  writing  from  their  respective  owners  or  mana- 
gers on  the  Sabbath  and  other  days,  whereby  many  felonies  are  encouraged  and  frauds  practised  n  he  good 
citizens  of  the  town  as  well  as  the  country,  and  an  evil  example  set  to  all;  for  remedy  whereof :  It  is  here- 
by enacted,  That  the  commissioners  of  Eiizabe  h  City  to  be  appointed  in  court  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall 
have  power  and  authority  at  anytimeafter  this  act  is  in  force  to  make  necessary  rules  lor  the  better  obser- 
vance of  the  Sabbath  day,  and  enforce  the  same  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  dollars,  and  imprisonment  till 
paid  with  the  jail  fees,  and  to  make  effectual  rules  to  prevent  merchants  and  others  from  trading  with  ne- 
gro slaves  without  a  permit  in  writing  from  the  master,  mistress  or  managers  of  said  slaves,  and  to  en- 
force the  same  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  every  t  ffence,  and  imprisonment  till  the  same  be 
paid,  together  with  the  jailers  fees,  and  all  fines  and  forfeitures  incurredby  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be. 
and  inure  to  the  benefit  •  f  Elizabeth  City  to  lessen  the  taxes  thereof,  aijd  shall  be  recovered  before  anv 
justice  of  the  peace  fair  Pasquotank  county,  in  the  name  of  the  commissioners  of  Elizabeth  City,  subject 
however  to  an  appeal  as  in  oth;r  cases. 

III.  Be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  or  either  of  them  appointed  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act,  at  all  times  to  superintend  the  good  police  of  the  town,  ard  to  maintain  and  support  ihe 
good  order  of  the  inhabitants  thereof  and  others  within  its  bounds,  and  to  suppress  and  punish  all  riots, 
disorders  and  unlawful  assemblies,  and  for  the  better  executing  the  purposes  mentioned  in  this  section  of 
the  act,  the  commissioners  are  hereby  invested  with  all  the  powers  and  authorities  of  a  justice  of  the 
peace  in  said  town,  and  the  town  Constable  shall  execute  all  process  issued  by  the  said  commissioners  or 
either  of  them  in  Pasquotank  tou'ity,  and  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  call  the  posse  cometatus  to  his 
aid  for  that  purp-  se  should  the  same  be  recessary. 

IV.  Be  it  enacted,  That  the  commissioners  appointed  in  court  under  this  act  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  lay  a  tax  on  said  town  not  exceeding  two  dollars  on  every  taxable  poll,  and  fifty  cents  on  every 
huudred  dollars  value  of  real  estate,  at  any  time  or  times  they  may  thiLlc  proper  for  the  benefit  of  said 
town  but  shall  in  no  or-eyear  exceed  the  sum  of  two  dollar*  per  poll,  and  fifty  cents  for  each  hundred 
dollars  value  of  real  estate. 

V.  Be  it  enacted,  Tha;  the  town  Constable  appointed  by  virtue  of  'his  act  shall  give  bond  and  security 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  office  in  the  sum  of  five  huadred  dollars  payable  to  the  commissicr.e' sand 
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&816their  successors  inofiice,  and  shall  take  the  following  oath  :  I  (A.  B.)  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear  that  I 
x^^-'wi'A  well  and  truly  execute  the  office  of  Constable,  tor  the  town  of  Elizubeth  City,  to  the  best  of  my  know- 
ledge and  ability,  so  help  my  God  :  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  town  constable  to  execute  all  process  to  him 
directed  by  the  commissioners  or  either  of  them,  and  all  process  in  the  name  ol  the  commissioners  of  Eliza- 
beth City,  to  collect  the  town  tax,  and  the  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties  incurred  by  virtue  of  this  act  or  any 
authority  granted  under  it,  in  the  same  manner  that  taxes,  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties  are  collected  by  the 
sheriff  of  Pasquotank  county,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  fees  of  constables  or  sheriffs  for  like  ser- 
vices, and  to  account  for  the  same:  and  should  the  town  constable  fail  to  account  for  said  collections, 
judgment  may  be  obtained  against  him  and  his  securities,  and  executions  issued  in  the  name  of  the  com- 
missioners of  Elizabeth  City,  in  the  same  manner  that  sheriffs  may  be  proceeded  against  by  the  county 
trustee  or  otherwise  at  the  discretion  of  the  commisioners. 

VI.  Be  it  enacted,  That  the  commissioners  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  at  any  time  have  full 
power  and  authority  to  appoint  a  health  officer  for  Elizabeth  City,  and  to  prevent  any  person  from  being 
brought  into  Elizabeth  City  by  land  or  water,  who  has  or  is  supposed  to  have  any  contagious  or  infectious 
disease,  and  may  compel  Vessels  coming  into  the  port  of  Elizabeth  City  to  ride  quarentine  in  some  proper 
place  to  be  laid  off  for  that  purpose. 

VIL  Beit  enacted,  That  the  commissioners  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  three  months,  and  as  much  of- 
tener  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  one  or  more  of  them  to  cail  a  meeting 
by  summons  in  writing  when  he  or  they  mar  think  it  expedient  so  to  do,  and  the  said  summons  shall  be 
obeyed  by  the?  other  commissioner  or  commissioners  under  the  penalty  of  twenty-five  dollars  lor  each  de- 
fault, to  be  recovered  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  Pasquotank  county,  for  the  benefit  of  the  town, 
in  the  name  of  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  making  the  summons,  unless  it  shall  appear  on  the  tri- 
al that  the  said  commissioner  had  a  good  and  reasonable  excuse  for  said  default. 

Vill.  Beit  enacted,  That  any  person  hereafter  appointed  a  commissioner  by  virtue  of  this  act  refus- 
ing to  qualify  if  he  be  eligible,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  twenty  dollars  for  each  refusal:  Provided  neverthe- 
less, That  no  person  shall  be  thus  liable  but  once  in  each  year,  nor  that  is  over  the  age  of  fifty  years. 

IX  Be  it  enacted,  That  the  surveyor  of  Pasquotank  county  shall  make  or  furuish  a  complete  surve%' 
of  said  town  and  make  three  plots  thereof,  one  of  which  shall  be  fi'.ed  with  the  records  of  the  clerk  of 
Pasquotank  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  another  with  the  records  of  the  clerk  of  the  Superior  C  tart  of 
Law  for  Pasquotank  county,  and  'he  third  with  the  records  of  said  town,  and  said  plots  or  either  of  them 
shall  be  given  in  evidence  in  any  disputes  that  may  a  any  time  hereafter  arise  relative  to  any  lots,  or  the 
boundaries  thereof. 

X  Beit  enacted,  That  all  acts  and  clauses  of  acts* coming  within  the  meaning  and  purview  of  this  act 
are  hereby  repealed  and  made  void  :  Provided  nevertheless,  Thar  the  laws  now  regulating  the  government 
of  Elizabeth  City  are  not  repealed  till  the  first  day  of  March  nest :  and  whereas  also  there  is  an  act  new 
in  force  making  it  penal  to  trade  with  staves  without  a  permit,  it  is  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act  not 
to  repeal  said  act  nor  any  clause  thereof. 


CHAP.  XL1V. 

An  act  respecting  the  Academy  and  toivn  of  Smithville  in  Brunswick  county. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  an- 
iihcrity  of  thes,:me,  That  William  Hall,  Sen.  William  Hall,  Jun.  Jonathan  Rothwell,  Ji  hn  Neate,  Ht-ijW 
H.  Neale,  William  Bryai;,  Sen.  Joseph  W  fitters,  Henrv  Young,  Roberts  Gibbs,  John  Waddel!,  Hugh 
Waddell,  Alfred  Mo.re,  J.seph  Ragles,  Richard  Green,  James  Smith,  Robert  Howe,  Peter  Gausv,  J  hn 
C.  Baker,  Ge.crge  C.  Cliiherall,  Robert  Potter,  Samuel  Potter,  John  Browne,  Jiin.  Jos.  ph  Burch,  Samu- 
el Ru  sel,  John  Gibbs,  William  Hawkins,  Samue!  Hankins.  William  Gause,  Samuel  Frink,  William  Sim- 
mons, Joseph  Russ,  Thomas  Russ,  Beajamin  R.  Locke,  William  Wiogate,  John  Moore,  Marsden  Camp- 
bell and  William  J.  Grissett  of  Brunswick  County — James  McKay,  William  Cowan  and  Alexander  C. 
Miller  of  Bladen  county — Thomas  Frink,  James  B.  While  and  Isaac  P-  well  of  Columbus  county — Han. 
son  Kelly,  James  W.  W'.dktr,  Jesse  Wingate,  Richard  Nixon,  George  Cameron,  Edward  B.  Dudley  and 
Richard  Parish  of  New-Hanover  county — Christopher  Dudley,  Sen.  Edward  Ward  and  E  .  Ward  of  Ons- 
low county — Daniel  Glisson,  Andrew  Mclntire  and  Daniel  L-  Ker>«h  of  Duplin  county,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  trustees  of  said  Academy,  in  addition  to  those  who  form  the  present  board,  with  the 
same  privileges,  powers  and  authorities  of  the  senior  members,  that  whenever  any  vacancies  shall  happen 
in  their  board,  the  trustees  shall  and  may  use  their  discretion  either  in  filling  up  the  same,  or  in  permit- 
ting their  number  to  diminish  by  such  vacancies,  and  they  may  make  such  rules  and  regulations  to  compel 
the  attendance  of  the  trustees  of  said  Academy,  as  to  them  may  appear  expedient  or  necessary. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  passing  this  act  any  number  of  the  "trustees  not  less 
than  seven  including  the  president  or  a  majority  of  the 'board,  without  the  president,  shall  be  aquorum  and 
be  at  all  times  competent  to  exercise  and  discharge  all  the  powers  and  duties  which  are  or  may  be  vested 
in  or  required  of  the  trustees  of  said  Academy  :  Provided  nevertheless.  That  no  number  less  than  thir- 
teen with  the  president  of  the  board,  or  a  majority  of  the  trustees  residing  in  Brunswick  and  New- Hano- 
ver counties,  without  the  president,  shall  form  a  board'  competent  to  appoint  the  priucipal  (or  principal 
teacher)  of  the  Academy?  or  to  appropriate  any  of  the  funds  of  the  institution. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  a  meeting  of  the  board  en  Monday  the  twenty-se- 
venth of  January  er.suing,  of  which  the  (.resident  shall  give  at  least  three  weeks  notice  by  advertisement 
m  one  of  the  newspapers  of  Wilmington,  and  at  least  three  public  places  of  Brunswick  county,  and  in  like 
scanner  when  a  special  meeting  is  required  of  the  board. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  meetings  where  the  president  <loes  fcot  attend,  the  majority 
shall  select  a  chairman  to  preside  over  their  proceedings. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  act  entitled  "  an  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  an  act  to'iay  off  and  establish  a  town  near  Fort  Johnson  on  the  West  side  of  Cape- Fear  river  in 
Brunswick  countv,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  nvrde  void. 

VI  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  from  neglect  or  accident  the  proper  time  for  election  of  com- 
missioners has  passed  or  may  pass,  the  authority  of  the  commissioners  previously  elected,  and  whose  two 
years  of  service  have  expirrd,  shall  continue  till  a  new  election  takes  place  :  That  the  sheriff  shall  give  no- 
tice at  the  Court-House  on  the  second  day  of  the  term,  and  at  two  other  places  in  SmithviHe,  and  by  ad- 
vertisement under  the  Market  House  in  Wilmington,  and  three  ovher  of  the  most  public' in  Brunswick 
county,  of  which  the  Brick  House  shall  be  one--  that  an  election  will  take  place  for  commissioners  of  »he 
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town  within  fifteen  days  after  the  court  have  appointed  inspectors,  which  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  iheshtr-181^ 
iff  to  apply  for,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  the  duty  of  the  court  to  perform  with  or  without  the  application^^V 
of  the  sheriff,  and  the  election  shall  be  for  commissionets  to  serve  till  the  second  Thursday  of  July  ensu- 
ing, when  and  on  every  second  Thursday  of  July  biennially,  a  regular  election  shall  take  place,  and  all 
elections  for  commissioners  when  not  otherwise  directed  by  the  laws  respecting  Smithville,  shall  be  car- 
ried on  by  the  sheriff  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  rules  as  for  members  of  assembly  in  said 
county,  and  where  he  is  really  sick  or  has  such  good  cause  for  non-attendance  as  shall  be  allowed  by  the 
■commissioners  of  the  town,  in  that  case  he  may  appoint  in  writing  a  deputy  for  whose  conduct  he  shall  be  an- 
swtrable,  and  the  said  sheriff  if  he  neglects  his  duty  so  that  the  election  would  not  have  been  held  at  the 
proper  time,  if  not  for  the  interference  and  accomplishing  it  by  others,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
fifty  pounds  for  the  use  of  said  neglected  town,  the  same  to  be  recovered  by  an  action  of  debt,  in  the  su- 
perior court  of  the  county  ;  and  in  case  of  a  tie  the  sheriff  or  deputy  shall  have  a  casting  vote  in  said  elec- 
tion of  commissioners. 

VII-  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  elections  for  commissioners  shall  be  held  in  the  house  erected 
in  Smithville  for  a  Court- House,  and  within  the  hours  heretofore  appointed,  and  that  at  the  end  of  the  com- 
missioner's oath  previous  to  the  words  so  help  me  God,  shall  be  added  after  the  words  to  the  best  of  my 
skill,  ability  andjudgmeut,  the  words  "  according  to  the  laws  for  regulating  the  town,"  without  taking 
which  oath  they  shall  not  be  considered  qualified. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  acts  and  clauses  of  acts  coming  within  the  meaning  and  pur- 
view of  this  act,  or  contrary  thereto,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed  and  made  void,  any  law, 
usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  and  that  this  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  ratification 
thereof. 


CHAP.  XLV. 

An  act  to  establish  an  Academy  at  Williamston  in  the  county  of  Martin, 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same.  That  Samuel  Hyman,  Edward  Yalloley,  William  Watts,  J.mes  Benneu,  Joseph. 
Biggs,  Richard  Williams,  Jeremiah  Slade,  William  Biggs,  Sen.  Darling  Cherry,  Henry  Slade,  Jesse 
Whcatly  and  Henry  B.  Hunter,  be,  and  they  and  their  successors  to  be  elected  in  manner  as  hereinafter 
mentioned,  shall  forever  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate  in  deed  and  in  name,  by  the  style  of  "  the  Trus- 
tees of  Williamston  Academy,"  and  by  the  same  name  they  and  their  successors  shall  and  may  have  per* 
petual  succession  a:  d  be  able  acd  capable  in  law  to  receive,  take  and  enjoy  to  them  and  their  successors, 
lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  of  any  kind,  or  nature,  quality  or  value  in  fee  ;  and  also  estates  for 
lives  and  for  years,  and  all  sums  of  money,  goods,  chattels  and  things  whatever  of  any  nature,  quality  of 
value,  and  by  the  same  name  they  and  their  successors  shall  and  may  be  able  to  implead  and  be  impleaded, 
answer  and  be  answered  u  lto,  defend  and  be  defended  in  all  courts  and  places  in  all  actions,  pie  as,  pliants 
and  demands,  and  to  graut,  bargain,  sell  or  assign  any  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  goods  or  chattels, 
and  to  act  and  do  all  things  whatever  for  the  use  aforesaid,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  and  foim  as 
any  natural  person  or  budy„  politic  or  corporate  can  or  may  by  law,  that  the)7  shall  and  may  have  a  com- 
mon seal  for  the  business  of  them  and  their  successors,  with  liberty  to  change,  alter  or  make  new  the 
same  from  time  to  time  as  they  may  think  proper. 

II.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  trustees  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  have  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  meet  at  all  times  they  shall  think  proper,  at  the  town  of  Williamston,  to  deliberate,  resolve  up- 
on and  carry  into  effect  the  laws  and  regulations  to  be  by  '.hem  made  for  the  g  vernment  of  the  said  Aca- 
demy, and  shall  have  full  power  to  fill  up  any  vacancies  which  may  happen  in  the  said  incorporated  b<dy 
of  trustees  by  the  death  or  refusal  to  act,  resignation  or  removal  out  of  the  state  of  any  of  its  members  ; 
and  the  persons  appointed  to  fill  such  vacancies,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  have  the  same 
power  and  privileges  as  the  trustees  named  by  this  act. 

III.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  trustees  or  a  majority  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authoriz- 
ed  and  empowered  to  convene  at  Williamston,  at  any  time  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  then  and  there 
elect  and  constitute  by  commission  in  writing  under  their  hands  or  the  hands  of  a  majority  of  them,  a  pro- 
per person  to  preside  at  said  Academy,  who  shall  be  a  trustee  during  his  continuance  in  office,  and  vested 
with  the  same  oowers,  privileges  and  authorities  as  any  trustee  named  in  and  by  this  act,  and  such  presi- 
dent and  the  u  ustees  or  their  successors,  or  any  seven  of  them,  at  all  other  times  thereafter^when  met  to- 
gether in  the  said  town  of  Williamston,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  elect  and  constitute  one  or 
more  professors  or  tutors,  a  secretary,  treasurer  and'steward,  and  also  to  make  and  ordain  such  laws, 
rules  and  regulations  not  repugnant  to  or  inconsistent  with  the  laws  and  constitution  of  this  state  or  the 
United  States,  for  the  well  ordering  or  governing  the  students,  their  morals,  studies  and  academical  exer- 
cises as  to  them  shall  seem  meet,  and  to  give  certificates  to  such  stude  its  as  shall  leave  the  said  Academy, 
certifying  their  literary  merit  and  the  progress  they  shall  have  made  in  useful  knowledge,  and  in  general 
they  shall  and  may  do  all  such  things  as  are  usually  done  by  bodies  corporate  and  politic,  or  such  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  promotion  of  learning  and  virtue. 

IV.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  trustees  or  a  majority  of  them  are  hereby  authorized  and 
declared  to  have  power  to  remove  or  displace  the  president,  professors  or  tutors,  the  secretary,  treasurer 
or  steward  or  any  of  them  if  they  shall  fiud  it  necessary,  and  appoint  others  in  their  stead,  and  in  case  of 
death,  resignation  or  refusal  to  act  of  the  president  or  any  of  the  said  professors  or  tutors,  the  secretary, 
treasurtr  or  steward,  others  shall  be  elected  by  such  trustees  in  the  room  and  stead  of  those  dead,  resign- 
ing or  refusing  to  act. 

V-  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  That  every  treasurer  appointed  by  the  trustees  aforesaid,  shall  previous 
to  the  entering  up:>nhis  •ffice,  enter  into  bond  in  the  sum  of  four  thousand  pounds  payable  to  the  trustees 
aforesaid,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  office  and  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  that  all  mo- 
nies and  chattels  belonging  to  the  said  corporation  which  shall  be  in  his  hands  at  the  expiration  of  his  office  : 
and  every  treasurer  shall  receive  all  monies,  donations,  gifts,  bequests  and  charities  whatsoever,  that  may 
belong  or  accrue  to  the  said  Academy  during  his  office,  and  at  the  expiration  thereof  shall  account  with  the 
trustees  for  the  same,  and  on  his  nrglect  or  refusal  10  pay  and  dtliver  to  his  successor  as  aforesaid,  the 
monies  and  chattels  in  his  hands,  the  same  mode  of  recovery  bhall  and  may  be  had  against  him  as  may  be 
had  for  the  recovery  of  monies  from  the  sheriff  or  other  persons  chargeable  with  public  monies. 

VI.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  two  acres  of  land  belonging  to  the  town  commons  of  the  town  of  Wil- 
tiamstoc.  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  vested  ia  the  said  trustee?  or  their  successors;  and  the  said  trustees 
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3lGmay  fls  upon  the  spot  where  the  said  two  acres  shall  be  allotted  to  them  .and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
"^veyed  and  a  plot  thereof  to  be  returned  into   the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county   court  of  said  county, 

and  such  plot  being  recorded  and  registered,  the  said  two  acres  of  land  shall  thereafter  be  held  by  the  said 

trustees  and  their  successors. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  make  this  one  d£ 

the  Academy's  mentioned  in  the  constitution  of  this  state. 


CHAP.  XLV. 

Jin  act  to  incorporate  the  toimi  of  Oxford  in  the  county  of    Granville. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  government  of  said  town  of  Oxford,  shall  be  vested  in  the    following 
persons  as  commissioners,  to  wit:  William  M.  Sneed,  Nathaniel  M.   Taylor.,  William  V.  Taylor*  Tho- 
mas Booth,  Lesley  Gilliam  and  Thomas  B.  Littlejohn. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  commissioners  and  their  successors  in  office,  appointed 
agreeable  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  incorporated  into  a  body  corporate  by  the 
name  of  the  commissioners  of  the  town  of  Oxford,  and  by  such  name  shall  have  succession  and  a  common 
seal,  sue  and  be  sued,  and  by  such  name  shall  have  power  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  hereafter  to 
make  such  rules,  orders,  regulations  and  bye-laws,  and  ordinances  asto  them  ora  majority  of  them  shall  seem 
cecsfsary  for  the  good  government  of  said  town;  by  laying  out,  amending  and  repairing  the  street?,  by  wi- 
dening those  already  laid  out,  where  it  dots  not  incerfere»with  improvements,  by  making  walk  ways  on 
each  side  of  the  streets,  to  sink  pumps  or  wells,  to  provide  for  tlie  strict  observation  of  the  Sabbath  day, 
to  appoint  a  town  clerk  and  such  other  persons  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  good  management  and  conduct- 
ing thereof,  by  appointing  a  town  constable  or  constables,  town  watches,  patrolls  and  overseer  of  streets,  and 
to  make  such  allowance  by  fee  or  otherwise  for  the  services  of  the  officers  aforesaid,  as  a  majority  of  the 
commissioners  may  think  necessary,  and  to  make  such  rules,  bye  laws  and  ordinances  as  to  the  said  c  ifo- 
missioners  or  a  majority  of  them  a  ay^appear  necessary  ;  and  shall  aiso  have  full  power  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  all  breaches  of  the  said  rules, "by e-'aws  and  ordinances,  and  enforce  fines  for  said  brea,  hes,  and 
the  said  commissioners  btf  re  'hey-  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  office  shall  tttKe  and  subscribe  the  fol- 
lowing oath,  before  some  justice  of  the  peace:  I  A.  B.  do  solemnly  swear  (■  r  affirm  as  the  case  may  be) 
that  I  will  faithfully. perform  the  duties  of  a  commissioner  of  the  town  ol  Ox!  rd  to  best  of  my  ability 
and  judgment,  so  help  me  God:  and  if  at  at  any  time  hereafter  any  of  the  persons  appointed  cinr.mis- 
•sioners  by  this  act  shall  refuse  to  act  or  qualify,  or  shall  die.  or  remove  th.  niaclves  iway,  or  should  be 
otherwise  incapable  of  acting,  the  other  remaining  commissioners  beii  g  ruiy  qualified  shall  fill  up  such 
vacancy  by  electing  or  appointing  somo  other  fitpersun  residing  within  sai  town,  which  comm.ssi  ners 
so  elected  or  appointed  according  to  he  directions  of  this  act,  shall  have  and  poisess  the  same  power  aau  be 
under  the  like  restrictions  and  penalties  with  those  in  wh.se  stead  th?y  v/cre  app  .inted. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  commissi,  nem  generally  in  all  things 
to  superintend  the  police  of  said  town  i  f  Oxford,  and  to  support  the  peace  f<nd  good  ordtr  -  f  its  inhabit- 
ants and  others  who  may  be  there,  and  to  suppress  ail  riotous  a^d  disorderl,  assemblies*  especially  on  the 
Sabbath  day,  whether  of  free  pe'sons  or  of  slaves  and  for  the  prevention  of  crim  r»al  trespasses,  ofLn-es 
or  breach  of  the  peace,  the  said  commissi  'Hers  or  a  majority  of  them  are  hereby  ves  «-d  "  i>h  adequate 
power  and  authority  to  punish  the  same  by  laying  fines  and  enforcing  the  collection  thereof,  and  all  fines 
incurred  and  collected  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  benefit  of  said  town. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  -he  commissioners  as  aforesaid  shall  have  full  power  and  atuh.  1  ity 
to  lay  such  tax  on  the  inhabitants  of  said  town,  and  their  estates  wth'n  the  same,  as  a  majority  of  said 
commissioners  may  deem  necessary,  not  exceeding  fifty  cents  on  each  and  every  poll,  and  fifty  cents  on 
every  hundred  dollnrs  worth  of  town  property,  for  the  pavment  of  a  town  watch  or  pr.crol,  or  for  such 
other  purposes  as  the  said  commissioners  may  deem  necessary  forthv  benefit  and  better  regulation  of  said 
town. 

V.  Jlndbe  it  further  enacted,  That  the  town  constable  or  constables  annually  sppoin  ted  by  sa]d  commission- 
ers shall  give  bond  andsecurity  to  said  commissioners  for  the  faithful  performance  ?nd  duties  of  his  offi.e,  and 
take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath  :  'I  A.  B.  do  solemnly  swear  or  affirm  that  I  will  faithfully  perform  the 
office  of  constable  for  the  town  of  Oxford,  to  the  best  of  my  ability  and  judgment,  that  I  wiM  endeavour 
to  suppress  all  riotous  and  disorderly  assemblies,  that  I  will  execute  if  in  my  power,  all  precepts  to  me 
directed  by  the  town  commissioners,  so  help  me  God  :  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  constable  aforesaid  to  exe- 
cute all  precepts  to  him  directed  by  the  commissioners  of  said  town,  and  make  due  return  thereof,  to  col- 
lect the  town  tax  or  other  dues  by  distress  of  goods  or  otherwise,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  county  tax 
is  collected  and  accounted  for  by  the  sheriff,  and  in  case  cf  default  thereof  the  town  clerk  shall  and  may 
proceed  against  the  town  constable  before  the  board  of  commissioners,  as  the  county  trustee  is  authorized 
to  do  against  sheriffs,  and  the  said  constable  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  fees  as  other  constables  appoia- 
ted  by  court. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  commissioners  shall  fix  their  stated  meetings  which  shall 
be  at  least  once  in  thr^e  months,  and  if  any  commissioner  on  due  notice,  shall  fail  or  neglect  to  attend, 
unless  prevented  by  sickness  or  some  o'her  good  cause  satisfactory  to  the  board,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  forty  shillings  to  be  recovered  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  use  of  said  town,  by  any 
person  suing  for  the  same. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  commissioners,  shall  when  duly  qualified,  appoint  one  of 
their  body  to  act  as  chairman,  who  shall  have  power  at  any  time  during  the  recess  of  their  stated  meetings 
to  call  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  commissioners  who  shallhe  liable  to  the  same  penalties  for  neglecting  to 
atu-od  a  call  meeting  is  they  are  for  neglecting  to  attend  a  regular  meeting. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  at  any  meeting  of  said  commissioners  that  a  majority  of  the 
members  named  in  this  act  shall  be  competent  to  carry  the  same  into  effect  as  if  the  whole  number  were 
present. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  jurisdiction  of  said  commissioners  shall  extend  one  half  mile 
from  the  court-house  in  any  directions  any  Saw  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  XLVI. 

Jin  act  authorizing  the  laying  off  more  lots  in  the  town  of  Lincolnton,  and  far  other  purposes, 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
ituikoritij  of  the  same,  That  Joseph  Dickson  formerly  cf  the  county  of  Lincoln,  in  this  state-,  andnowo: 
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the  county  of  Rutherford,  in  the  state  of  Tennessee,  or  such  ,crson  as  he  shall  l>y  writing  under  seal  ap-1816 
po'nt  tor  that  purpose  together  with  Robert  Burton,  Robert  Williamson,  Jacob  Ramsour,  Michael  Rein-^1"- 
bar :.  and  Daniel  Hoke,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  lay  off  such  other  lots  on  the  tract  of  land 
granted  by  the  state  to  the  said  Joseph  Dickson  as  trustee  for  the  county  of  Linooln,  and  on  which  the 
town  of  Lincolnton  is  laid  Off,  as  they  may  think  for  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  public  with  all  ne- 
cessary streets  adjoining  the  lots  already  laid  off,  and  they  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  make  out  a  fair  plot 
and  certificate  of  the  lots  which  shall  be  so  laid  off- and  return  the  same  under  their  hands  and  seals  to  the 
next  court  of  ple.is  and  quarter  sessions  to  be  held  for  Lincoln  county,  next  after  the  lots  and  streets  shall 
be  'aid  off  as  aforesaid,  which  plot  and  certificate  shall  be  recorded  by  the  clerk  of  the  said  court  at  full 
length  on  the  minutes  of  said  court,  and  the  lots  so  laid  off  shall  be  sold  by  the  said  Joseph  D'ckson  or 
his  agent  appointed  as  aforesaid,  together  with  the  Said  Robert  Burton,  Robert  Williamson,  Jacob  Ram- 
sour, Michael  Reinhart  a'nd  Daniel  Hoke,  or  a  majority  of  them  at  public  auction  :  and  the  said  X  seph. 
Dickson  or  his  agent  appointed  as  aforesaid  shall  execute  deeds  to  the  purchasers  of  the  said  lots,  and  the 
monies  arising  from  the  sale  of  the*  aid  lots  shall  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  a  fire  engine  for  the  use  of 
the  said  town,  and  to  the  building  of  a  market  house,  and  the  lots  when  so  laid  off  and  sold  as  aforesaid,; 
shall  be  incorporated  with  and  be  considered  part  of  the  said  town  of  Lincolnton. 

II.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  said  Joseph  Dickson  shall  refuse  to  act  or  appoint  an  agent  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May  next,  the  said  Robert  Burton,  Robert  Williamson, 
Jacob  Ramsour.  Michael  Reinhart  and  Daniel  Hoke  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  do  and  exe- 
cute all  things  directed  to  be  done  by  the  preceding  section,  and  they  shall  execute  deeds  to  the  purcha- 
sers of  lots  hereby  directed  to  be  soldi  and  shall  have  power  out  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  of 
the  said  lota  t<\  defray  all  expences  of  laying  them  off,  and  of  recording  the  plot  and  certificate  thereof,  and 
all  other  expe&ces  incurred  in  carrying  this  act  into  effect. 

III.  Be  it  farther  enacted.  That  a  portion  of  the  tract  of  land  aforesaid  not  exceeding  four  acres,  and 
including  a  good  spring  shall  be  laid  off  for  the  use  of  the  Academy  in  said  town,  and  a  portion  not  ex- 
ceeding one  acre  shall  be  laid  off  for  the  erection  of  a  church. 

And  whereas  from  the  want  of  a  knowledge  of  the  true  limits  of  the  lots  already  laid  off  in  the  town 
of  Lincolnton  aforesaid,  the  proprietors  of  lots  have  in  erecting  houses  encroached  upon  the  street,  and 
thereby  much  inconvenience  to  the  said  proprietors  is  apprehended  :  and  whereas  it  is  suggested  to  this 
General  Assembly  that  this  inconvenience  may  be<prevented  without  prejudice  to  the  tctwn  aforesaid,  by 
assigning  to  the  said  lots  and  to  the  streets  of  the  said  town  new  limits.  Be  it  further  enacted  That  five 
commissioners  shall  be  appointed  by  the  proprietors  of  lots  in  the  town  of  Lincoin>.ot\.  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  April  next,  and  the  said  commissioners  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  have  fall  power  ar.d  au- 
thority to  assign  to  the  streets  in  the  town  of  Lincolnton  new  limits,  and  ^here  nexessary  to  assign  new 
limits  to  the  lots  now  laid  off  in  the  said  town,  and  that  a  plot  of  such  assignment  shall  be  made  out  under 
the  hands  aud  seals  of  the  said  commissioners  or  a  majority  of  them  and  shall  be  registered  and  shall  be 
binding  and  conclusive  to  ali  intents  and  purposes,  and  in  making  such  assignment  the  said  commission^ 
ers  shall  have  power  to  do  equal  justice  to  the  proprietors  of  the  lots'  to  be  effected  thereby*. 

CHAP.  XLVII. 

An  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  several  elections  in  the  county  of  Surry. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  "General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  'enacted  by  the  au* 
thority  of  the  same,  That  the!  several  elections  established  and  appointed  to  be  held  in  the  county  of  Sur- 
ry, on  the  second  Friday  in  August,  in  each  and  every  year,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  members  to  the  Ge- 
neral Assen.bly  and  representatives  to  Congress,  be  hereafter  held  on  the  second  Thursday  in  August  an- 
nually, at  the  same  places  for  the  same  purposes,  and  under  the  same  rules,  regulations  and  restrictions 
as  the  elections  heretofore  have  been  held  in  the  said  county  of  Surry,  and  the  polls  of  the  several  separate 
elections  established  in  the  said  county  of  Surry,  shall  be  compared  at  the  court-house  in  Rockford  by  the 
returning  officers  appointed  for  holding  the  same  onthe  day  following  said  elections  in  like  manner  as  ihas 
heretofore  been  done  in  such  cases. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  acts  which  ceme  within  the  meaning  and  purview  of  this  act,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

CHAP.  XLVIII. 

An  act  to  confirm  and  make  valid  the  registration  of  certain  Deeds,  Powers  of  Attorney  and  other  instruments 

of  writing  in  the  county  of  Buncombe. 

WHEREAS  certain  deeds,  powers  of  attorney  and  other  instruments  of  writing  requiring  registra- 
tion, and  registered  in  the  register's  office  for  the  county  of  Buncombe,  by  Malcom  Henry,  during  the  years 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eleven,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen  and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  doubts  have  been  entertain- 
ed whether  in  consequence  of  some  informality  in  the  appointment  of  the  said  Malcom  Henry,  register 
of  the  said  county,  the  said  registration  of  the  said  deeds,  powers  of  attorney  and  other  instruments  of 
writing  be  valid. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority, of  the  same,  That  the  registration  of  the  said  deeds,  powers  of  attorney  and  other  instruments  of 
writing,  requiring  registration  made  by  the  said  Malcom  Henry,  on  the  books  of  the  register's  office  for 
the  countv  of  Buncombe  dunng  the  years  aforesaid,  be,  and  the'same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  good  and 
valid  to  every  intent  and  purpose  whatsoever,  and  fall  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  to  the  same  in  all  courts 
of  record  in  this  state. 


CHAP.  XLIX. 

IAnactto  regulate  the  allowances  to  witnesses  attending  the  courts  of  pleas  aad  quarter  sessions  in  the  county  of 
Duplin. 
BE  it  tnactedby  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  aw 
ihorty  of  the  same,  That  in  future  each  person  attending  as  a  witness  in  any  suit  depending  in  the  court 
of  pleas  aud  quarter  sessions  for  the  county  of  Duplin,  shall  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  charge  for  each 
days  attendance  therein,  the  sum  of  five  shillings  and  the  further  sum  of  five  shillings  for  every  thirty 
miles  he  or  she  shall  or  may  travel  to  and  from  the  same,  agreeable  to  the  provisions  of  the  laws  now  in 
forceo 
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kste  CHAP.  L. 

**fw  An  act  to  establish  a  seperate  election  in  the  county  of  Roivan. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Slate  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  there  shall  be  held  at  the  mill  of  Zadock  Griffith  in  the  said  county  on  the  day 
of  the  annual  election  for  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  a  seperate  election  under  the  same  regula- 
tions, rules  and  restrictions  as  the  other  seperate  elections  in  said  county. 

CHAP.  LI. 

Jin  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  «  an  act  to  establish  a  seperate  Regiment  in  the-county  of  Robeson''''  .passed  in  the 

year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 
BE  it  enacted  by  t(ie  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  theBrigadier  Gene- 
ral of  the  fourteenth  brigade,  and  Major-General  of  the  second  division  to  review  said  regiment  at  Malcom 
M'Niels  in  said  county  and  not  in  Lumberton  as  heretofore  used,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

■      CHAP.  LII. 

.3??.  act  to  authorize  John  Miller  of  the  county  of  Buncombe  to  erect  a  gate  across  a  road  in  saidxounti/. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  John  Miller  of  the  county  of  Buncombe,  be,  and  he  is  hereby. authorized  and 
empowered  to  erect  and  keep  up  a  gate  on  his  own  land  across  the  public  road  near  the   free  bridge,  on 
.  French  Broad  River,  under  the  same  rules,  regulations,  immunities  and  restrictions  as  are  now  provided 
for  by  the  laws  of  this  s(/ue, 

CHAP.  LIU. 

Jin  act  to  authorize  William  Tatem  and  TJiomas  Gray  nf  Currituck  county  to  erect  gates  at  the  places  tkerein 

mentioned. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  William  Tatemand  Tnomas  Gra\  of  Currituck  county,  oe,  and  they  an  hereby 
authorised  to  erect  gates  as  herein  prescribed,  to  wit,  William  Ta  trft  to  etect  a  gate  on  his  own  land  io 
B.-h's  Istaud,  and  Thomas  Gray  to  erect  a  gate  on  his  owu  ;and  in  Chuvches  Island  ;  which  gates  shad  bei 
subject  to  the  same  tax  and  in  every  respect  be  under  the  same  rules,  regulations  and  restrictions  as  are; 
now  or  shall  hereafter  be  prescribed  by  law  in  respect  to  all  other  public  gates  in  this  state. 

CHAP.  LIV. 

Jin  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  two  of  the  courts  of  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  of  Rutherford  county. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  after  the  passing  of  this  act  the  two  courts  of  pleas  and  quartet  sessions  here- 
tofore held  in  said  county  on  the  second  Mondays  in  April  and  October,  shad  bt  hereafter  held  on  ihe 
third  Monday  after  the  fourth  Monday  in  March  and  September  in  each  year,  any  law  to  the  contrary 
.mot  withstanding* 

II.  And  beit  further  enacted,  That  all  process  returnable  to  or  lrom  the  said  courts  shall  be  in  condor- 
unity  with  this  act. 

CHAP.  LV. 

An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  City  of  Raleigh. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  Tl;ac  when  any  sheriff,  city  constable  or  other  collector  of  the  state,  county  .:r  city 
taxes  shall  hereafter  sell  any  lot  of  land,  tenements  or  hereditaments  foi  the  non-payment  of  any  taxes 
whatever,,  arising  or  accruing  to  the  state,  county,  or  within  the  cit\  of  Raleigh,  such  sheriff,  c^nst.able  or 
other  collector  shall' advertise  the  same  at  least  sixty  days  previous  to  such  sale  in  the  state  pnper  publish- 
ed in  the  city,  of  Raleigh,  and  at  least  three  of  the  most  public  places  within  said  city,  in  whic'n  adver- 
tisement shall  be  described  the  lot  or  lots  aforesaid,  the  nuniber  which  such  lot  or  lots  is  or  a;-f  within  the 
plan  of  said  city,  the  name  of  the  person  or  persons  if  any  residing  upon  such  lot  or  lots,  and  the  Damp  of 
the  person  or  persons  who  is  or  are  the  reputed  owner  or  owners  thereof  when  the  same  csn  be  .-ascertain- 
ed :  and  such  sheriff,  constable  or  other  collector  failing  to  perform  the  requisites  of  this  act,  sliall  forfeit 
and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  he  recovered  by  action  of  debt  in  any  court  of  record  hav- 
ing jurisdiction  thereof  to  the  sole  use  of  the  person  or  persons  suing  for  the  same. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  the  better  preservation  of  the  water  works  now  erecting  with- 
out the  limits  of  the  said  city  for  the  purposes  of  supplying  the  city  with  water,  the  commissioners  afore- 
said are  hereby  authorized  to  make  all  necessary  ordinances  and  enforce  the  same  for  the  punishment  of 
any  person  who  may  wantonly  injure  the  said  works  in  any  manner  whatsoever. 

CHAP.  LV[. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  county  court  of  Halifax  to  lay  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  building  apvMic  Jail  in  said 

county  and  for  other  purposes. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina.,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  court  of  pli-as  and  quarter  sessions  for  the 
county  of  Halifax,  at  the  first  term  happening  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  a  majority  of  the  act- 
ing justices  of  said  county  being  present,  to  lay  atax  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  expences  of  .cc.mplct- 
ing  the  new  Jail  in  said  county,  which  tax  shall  be  continued  from  year  to  year  until  a  sufficient  sum  is 
raised  for  that  purpose  :  Provided,  That  the  tax  so  laid  as  aforesaid  shall  not  exceed  the  public  tax  due  to 
the  state  from  said  couity  in  any  one  year,  and  the  sheriff  of  said  county,  under  the  direction  of  the 
court,  shall  pav  into  the  hands  of  the  undertaker  of  said  Jail  such  sunns  as  they  may  direct,  without  any 
commission  whatever,  when  the  same  shall  be  by  him  collected,  and  the  receipt  of  .the  undtrtaktr  ;h  ill  be 
a  sufficient  voucher  for  said  sheriff  in  his  settlement  with  the  county  trustee,  any  law  tothe  contrary  not* 
withstanding. 

CHAP.  LVII. 

An  act  to  establish  an  Academy  at  Pleasant  Grove  in  Perquimons  county  and  incorporate  the  trustees  thereof. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it-  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
authority  af  the  same,   I  hat  James  Whidbee,  James  Sumner,  John  Miller,  Joho  Clayton,  Hugh  Godfrey 
and -Richard  Leigh;  are  hereby  created  and  made  a  corporation  and  body  politic  by  the  name  and  styleof 
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the  Trustees   of  Pleasaut  Grove  Academy,  m  Pcquimons  county,"   and  as  such  shall  have  perpetual, 
succession  and  other  powers,  pnvihges,  immunities  and  capacities,  to  do  and  act  in  all  matters  and  himrs^- 
winch  may  promote  the  interests  of  said  Academy  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  the  trustees  of  anv 
Academy  in  this  state.  *"v 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  any  vacancy  or'vacancies  may  happen  in  the  said  coroo- 
rat.on  by  the  death,  removal  or  resignation  of  any  of  the  members  thereof,  the  others  or  a  majority  of 
Uiem  may  from  time  to  time  appoint  other  persons  to  fiil  such  vacancy. 


CHAP.  LVIII.- 

An  ac 


in 
quimon 


ctto  reflate  the  passage  if  vessels  through  the  gates  of  the  Bridges  across  Scupernong  River  at  Columbia 

Tyrrel  county,  and  at  the  town  of  HeHJord  and  Math's  Bridget  Perquimans  River  in  he  county  oTAr- 

m   imons  and  Sawyer's  Bridge  in  tamden  county.  county  oj  rer- 

,f,fEf  U  'P^  ^  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same.  That  any  master  or  owner  of  any  vessel  who  shall  hereafter  pass  through  said  Kates 
without  lowering  the  sails  of  his  vessel,  or  shall  in  any  respect  damage  the  same,  shall  forfe"?  and  pal  the 
sum  of  twentv.five  pounds,  to  be  recovered  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  kid  count  es,oneSf  to 
the  prosecutor,  and  the  other  half  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  said  counties,  and  be  further  liable  for  aH  da- 
mages  which  said  bridges  may  sustain  by  his  passing  as  aforesaid. 

.  CHAP.  L1X. 

An  act  to  publish  three  other  seperate  elections  and  ^remove  two  of  those  already  established  in  the  county  of 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and. it  is  hereby  enacted bu  the  au 
thorny  ojthesame.  That  the  election  now  held  at  the  house  of  Samuel   Vines,   3  i TSc held  at  Z 

Sssms;  KEsa^ar?   oo now hdd at £he house of wiiie  canaon' be " *£ 

II.  Be  it  further  enacted '   Tnat  three  other  places  of  election  be  established  in  said  county,  viz  •  one  at 
he  house  o    W.lhs  R,ndolph,  one  at  the  house  of  H,nry  Moore  on  the  south  side  of  Tar  r  ver   and  the 

third  at  Yankoy  Hall  m  the  North  side  of  Tar  river.  '  e 

III.  Be  it  further  enacted   That  the  several  elections  removed  and  established  bv  this  act  be  conducted 
under  the  ruks,  regulation,  and  restrictions  heretofore  provided  by  law  for  holding  Sl^ 

a       L  n,    ,  CHAP.  LX. 

WH  v  rTTs  ftl  °f  tMS  Te  T™^  WardeHS  °S  the  P°°r  so  far  as  resP<*t*  «"  county  of  Craven 

WHfcRbAS  it  is  represented  i    this  General  AssemWj  that  the  county  of  Craven  labours  unde, L 

SatE^  lnC°nve"™  -  ^  ^  the  refusal  t0  serve  of  persons  ejected  warden! •  7the  poor  Z 

BE  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carollnn   nrJ  it  ;i  ;       i 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  Thai  .,11  persons  hefeafW,  du  y  ekcted warded  of V  itl  SftSfTl 
Ci  aveo,  wh  >  snail  after  ,eiag  legally  notified  by  the  sheriff   re  foe  t ,  qUaSy  a   such  sha  1  forfeitTnTn 
he  sum  of  twenty-five  pounds,    to  b,  sued  for  and  recovered  in  any  c!urt  of  re  o  d   ar  d arXoori  £  T* 
the  existing  laws  of  the  state  at  present  prescribe,  any  <Mr  to  the  contrary  notwXandtJT    ?         d  3 

CHAP.  LXI. 
„r.,  .,;,      ,     fn  actio  establish  battalion  musters  in  the  county  of  Carteret 

,ng  officer,  of  the    Carteret  reg,ment  of  militia,   to  order  one    battalion  muste    in  each  an \V 
hereatter,  atth- house  of  Aoner  Bcllq  on  R,.m.^  <J  >„^  1   »    •     i    ■     ,,   "     muster  in  each  and  tverx  year 
port  rive^  and  also  to  order  and  fid  one  oS  b£   ^  ^   '  4?  ^P""  DistHctS  West  °f 4^ 
Luse  of  William    Nelson  on   bSSJqSSi! fflK3^W^iT^^h***te*'  at  the 

CHAP.  LXII. 

nv>         .jl      l    „        An  act io  'mcorporate-the  Raleigh  Library  Compam 
BE  it  enacted by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Caroli  J    11  Jit  i    t,      X 
thority  of  the  same,  That  the  personsLi  JZ&g  t^e  hefin   he^ufof  Stf?  ""F?*  £  °*' 
pany  and  all  such  persons  as  mav  hereafter,  become  £SSSS  allc^any  fee  "nd  £S*  fT 
Clared  to  be  a  body  corporate  and  politic  by  the  name  and  style  of  ^S^^^SiSi^^ 
as  such  shall  have  fterpetual  succession   ma,,  roi.„  „n  i  u  u   "      •  *»•  ^-    ■L,lbraiy  Company,"  and 

ingin  value  two  thoSSSuSft ^S 'S?S^  »K  ProPerty  ^  well  real  as  personal,  not  exceed- 
J,  make  such  I^WffSSSS SffSSSS  S?SS  r^  tf*  T  ^  be  sued>  and 
their  members  as  the  purposes  of  gt^^^g?1  f»  °f  tHc  State  f°r  the  "***»  «f 

4„  ac*  to  ^  ,„  net  „sserf  ft,  one  tl  d.  e^S  ^  ten  to  incorporate  the  town  of  GreenSbo. 

DV    t  ,  ,       ,  ,  -2  rough  in  the  county  of  Guilford.  J        eemoa- 

commissioners  inst'ead  of  the  ulT  at  Resent  r  ouired  T^'l  "k  ^  therC  ShaU  *  *»«*  cine 
said  commissioners,  that  James  Johnson  Sn  ^  '*!,  oT J  n,e  n,eXt  arPP°"»""«t  by  law  of  the 
sioners  of  the  said  town.  '         "  Da:iH!ng  *M  Rohsrt  Moder.ille,  be  appointed  commis- 

^_^ ^^^^  * 

a       *f       ,i     ■     „  CHAP.  LXIV. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  county  court  of  Surm  fn  h,„  n  t,,^  r,,*.  tj.*  i-  i   ■,,. 
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.I8i6dred  dollars. value  of  land,  for  each  and   every  year  they  may  couti>  ue  the  same,  to  tff:ct   the  purpose 
-^•'afoies&id,  which  tax  shall  be  collected  and  accounted  for  in  the  same  manner  and  by  the  same  persons  that 
collected  the  public  tax,  and  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  public  buildings  in  said  county,  for 
the  purpu-se  of  defraying  the  expences  of  building  a  new  jail  in  said  county. 

11..  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  Andrew  Kincannon,  Joseph  Williams,  Jim.  William  P.  Dobson, 
Obadiah  Martin  and  George  D.  Holcomb,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners  to  contract 
with  such  person  or  persons  as  they  may  think  proper  to  build  said  new  jail,  according  to  such  .plan  as 
they  may  deem  advisable,  or  the  county  court  direct,  the  cost  whereof  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  proceeds  of 
the  taxes  which  may  be  collected  by  virtue  of  the  first  section  of  this  act. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  until  the  aforesaid  jail  be  completed,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said 
county  court  of  Surry,  or  the  justices  of  the  peace  out  of  court,  in  all  cases  of  commitment  for  safe  keep- 
ing, to  direct  their  sheriff  or  other  officer  to  convey  such  person  so  committed  to  the  jai!  of  some  adja- 
cent county;  and  it  shalLbe  the  duty  of  such  jailer  toreqeive  into  his  care  and  custody  all  such  as  may  be 

.  committed  by  virtue  of  this  act.  And  in  all  cases  where  the  sheriff  or  other  officer  of  said  county  shall 
arrest  any  person  by  a  writ  of  capias  ad  satisfaciendum,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  sheriff  or  other  officer 
to  convey  such  defendant  to  the  jail  of  some  adjacent  county,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  or  jail- 
er of  such  county  to  receive  into  his  care  and  custody,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  Provided' 
nevertheless,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  ac  to  authorize  the  commitment  of  any 
person  from  the  county  of  Surry  to  the  jail  ef  Wilkes  county,  until  the  new  jail  in  said  county  shall  be 
completed.  , 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  such  costs  and  charges  as  may  become  a  county  or  a  public  charge, 
in  consequence  of  such  commitments  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  county  court  of  Surry. 

CHAP.  LXV. 

An  act  declaring  the  duty  of  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  ef  militia  in  the  county  of  Craven  and  for  othei 

ii  purposes. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  it  shall  be,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  colonel  or  commanding  officers  of  militia  in  the  county  of  Craven,  to  review  the  different 
battahvns  in  said  county  at  their  places  of  battalion  muster  respectively. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  law  which  authorizes  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  mi- 
litia in  the  county  of  Craven  to  order  the  different  battalions  in  the  sarre  to  appea>  for  regimental  review 
at  any  other  places  than  those  fixed  on  for  battalion  musters,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  made 
•void. 


CHAP.  ^XVI. 

Jin  act  to  alter  the  places  of  holding  seperate  elections  in  the  county  of  Craven  aud  for  other. purposes. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au~ 
thority  of  the  same,  That  the  seperate  election  heretofore  held  at  the  house  of  the  widow  of  James  Jones, 
deceased,  in  Craven  county,  shall  in  future  be  held  at  the  house  of  John  Pariss  in  said  county,  on  the  road 
leading  to  Broad  Creek. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  fourth  section  of  an  act  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  ana  fourteen,  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  any  person  or  persons  from  impeding  the  free  passage  of 
iish  up  Brices  Creek  in  the  county  of  Craven,  and  for  other  purposes,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed 
and  made  Void,  and  a  seperate  election  shall  be  htOd  in  future  at  the  h'use  or  plantation  of  John  Lotham  in 
said  county  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  above  recited  act  had  never  been  passed,  and  each  of  the  said  se- 
perate elections  authorized  by  this  act  shall  be  held  on  the  same  day  a*.;d  governed  by  the  same  rules,  re- 
gulations and  restrictions  9s  have  been  heretofore  prescribed  by  law,  relative  to  the  seperate  elections  of 
said  county. 

CHAP.  LXVII. 

An  act  to  prevent  obstructions  of  fish  running  up  Trent  River. 

WHEREAS  many  persons  are  in  the  practice  of  obstructing  the  passage  of  fish  up  said  river. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  ait- 
thority  of  the  same,  That  in  future  all  persons  owning  lands  on  either  side  of  Trent  river,  are  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  haul  seins  and  catch  fish  in  two  thirds  of  the  waters  adjoining  their  own 
lands  in  Trent  river  and  no  more.      \ 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  hereafter  hedge  up  or  stretch  their 
seins  across  the  said  river>  so  as  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  fish  up  the  said  river  more  than  two  thirds  on 
either  side  he,  she  or  they  shall  on  conviction  before  any  competent  jurisdiction  having  cognizance  there- 
of, forfeit  and  pay  the. sum  of  fifty  dollars .  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  to  the 
use  of  the  county  in  which  the  violation  of  this  act  may  happen :  Provided  nevertheless}  That  this  act 
shall  extend  to  the  county  of  Jones  and  no  other.. 

CHAP.  LXVIII. 

An  actio  establish  and  confirm  the  judgment  of  the  superior  court  of  law  of  Randolph  county  divorcing  Hannah. 
Bray  and  her  husband  Solomon  Bray  from  the  bonds  of  Mutrimony. 

WHEREAS  it  appears  from  the  transcript  of  a  record  legally  authenticated,  that  Hannah  Bray  of  the 
county  of  Randolph  filed  her  petition  in  the  clerks  office  of  the  superior  court  of  law  forsaid  county,  con- 
taining alleg.  ocsarid  charges  against  her  husband  Solomon  Bray  for  committing  the  crime  of  adultery 
and  praying  a  divorce  from  the  bonds  of  matrimony. 

And  at  the  last  September  term  of  the  said  superior  court  of  law  for  Randolph  county,  the  said  petitions 
came  on  to  be  heard  and  the  allegations  were  substantiated  by  evidence  and  fout'd  true  by  a  lawful  jury 
impannelled  for  that  purpose:  Whereupon,  It  was  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed  that  the  petitioner  Han- 
nah Bray  be  divorced  and  seperated  from  the  bonds  of  matrimony  and  nupt;al  ties  heretofore  celebrated 
and  mtered  into,  with  the  defendant  Solomon  Bray,  which  order,  judgment  and  decree  remains  to  be  es- 
tablished ar.d  coofirr.,ed  by  an  act  of  this  General  Assembly  :  Therefore, 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same.  That  the  order,  judgment  and  decree  of  the  superior  court  of  law  of  Randolph 
county  aforesaid  divorcing  Hannah  Bray  from  her  husband  Solomon  Braj,  be,  aud  the  same  is  hereby  es- 
tablished and  confirmed  accordingly. 
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ail  ae«  to  establish  nnd  incorporate  an  Academi/  hi  the  town  of  Greensborongh  in  the  eoilnty  of  Guilford. 

BE  it  evicted  bif  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  of  North-Carolma,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  Thomas  Dick,' 'John  ,Y1.  Dick,  Robert  Lindsa.  Richard  Mendenhail  John 
•Caldwell,  Dr  Da.cl  Caldwel',  Jun.  Thomas  Caldwell,  Dr.  David  W  rth,  June-  Clements,  James  13.  ck, 
J  ts  ph  Dvvi  ,  Dr.  Geo>gi  Swam,  Jacob  Hubbard,  Maj  Rouen  Daniel,  Col.  Samuel  Hunter,  Ja  r.es 
McNairv,  John  SJade,  MajJ  James  Johnson,  Ge  rg*  Ra  kin,  John  H  inner,  R  bt.  A.  Carson,  Abraham 
G>r.  d,  Rob-Tt  Ham..-,  Hans  McCai  ,  J  nathan  Parker,  Phenehas  A  Ibertson  H  ,eh  Watts  James  Dun- 
ning,  Simeon  Geren,  Henry1  II  imph.eys,  Col.  Jesse  Fields;  William  Ryan  and  Da.  id  MrAdow,shall  be, 
andthey  are  hereby  declared  to  be  a  body  D'litic  and  corporate  to  be  known  andd-tinguishtd  by  the  name 
of  "the  Trustees  of  the- Gieensborugh  Academy,"  and  by  that  i.ame  shall  have  perpetual  succession  and 
bv  the  name  aforesaid  they  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  take,  demand  r.nd 
receive  and  possess  all  monies,  goods  and  chattels  that  shall  or  may  be  given  for  the  use  of  the  said  Aca- 
demy and  the  sa  e  apply  according  *<  the  will  of  the  d>  nor.  and  by  g;ft,  purchase  or  devise  to  take, 
have,  receive,  possess^  enjoy  and  retain  to  them  and  thtir  successors  forever  any  lards  rents  or  tenements  of 
wh  c'kind  or  nature  soe-er,  Wi  special  trust  and  confidence  that  the  same  or  the  pr.  fits  thereof  b<  apphed 
to  a-ul  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  ei  d' wing  the  said  Academy  and  shall  be  able  and  capable  of 
pl-adivg  and  b.  ing  impleaded  by  their  proper  officers  either  in  law  or  tquity  for  any  monies  or  other 
things  which  may  b    given,  devised    r  subscribed  for  the  use  of  said  Academy. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  trustees  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  have  power  to  ap- 
poiot  such  profesajrs  or  tutors  as  to  th.  m  shall  appear  necessary,  also  a  treasurer  and  secretary  en  such 
te  ms  ai  d  conditions  ar.d  with  such  restrictions  as  'hey  may  think  proper,  and  the  said  trustees  or  a  majori- 
ty i  '-  tfiem,  hr.U  havt  i  c\v  r  u  make  all  siren  laws  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  said  Academy, 
aid  for  th?  prom  tion  f  or  kt  a  d  morality  therein  as  '.hey  may  deem  necessary  not  inconsistent  with 
the  latvs  and  cqastitut'po'n  .  t  th  s  S"ate. 

Hi.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thar  on  the  dea  f,  removal  from  the  county,  inability  or  refusal  to 
act  or'resig...  '.;.'ii  <  f  anv  of  she  said  trustees,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  remaining  trustees  or  a. 
m  i  >tity  of  h  :m  to  elect  other  trustees  in  the  place  and  stead  of  such  as  die,  remove,  resign  or  refuse 
to  act,  and  the  twisttfe  or  trustees  so  elected  shall  have  equal  power,  authority  and  capacity  with  the  trus- 
ts s  he'rebj  a p'prjinte  ds  ariv  law  to  the  contrary  notwihstanding;  and  this  act  shall  be  iu  force  from  and 
alter"  the  ratification  thereof. 

CHAP.  LXX. 

An  act  vesting  in  Benjamin  Eoworih  of  Buncombe  county  the  profits  arising  from  a  Turnpike  Road  therein 

mentioned  and  for  other  purposes. 

BE  H  enact'dby  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  ishereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  thesame,-  That  Benjamin  H'  worth  61  Buncombe  county,  be,  and  is  h-reb)  auth<  rised  to  have, 
ho;  t  and  possess  all  the  profits  and  be  efits  arising  from  that  part  of  the  turnpike  road  in  said  county, 
which  was  originally  vested  in  Philip  Hoodenpyle,  and  by  him  transferred  to  John  Welch  by  an  act  of  the 
G*  neral  Assembly,  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  ar.d  he  is  also  authorised 
jto  erect  gates  on  the  said  ro  id,  may  su^  and  be  ru-d,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  and  be  subject  to  the  same 
penalties  as  the  said  Hoodeopvle  and  Welch  was  subject  to  or  had  a  righ    ro  enjoy. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sale  and  truster  made  by  John  W  kh  to  the  said  Benjamin 
Howorrh,  be.  and  the  same  is  herein'  sanctioned  and  cor.firmed,  and  that  the  said  Benjat.-  ;n  Howorth  hail 
lit  ve.ted  with  all  the  rights  and  .-moiumen.s  ir.  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  a-  were  held  ndenj  \  d  ny 
the  said  John  Welch,  and  upon  the  same  terms,  conditions  and  restrictions,  any  law  to  the  contrary  not- 
■witstandii  g. 

CHAP.  LXX  J. 

■  .'In  act  to  regulate  the  pilotage  at  Beaufort  Barr  and  to  appoint  commissioners  of  -'navigation  for  the  port  of 

Beaufort  in  the  county  of  Carteret  and  for  other  put  poses. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina    audit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
autnority  of  the  same,    1  hat  all  vessels  drawing  eignt  feet  water  and  u.ider  ten  fee',  on-  dollar  per  1  ot, 
ana  all  above,  ten  feei  at  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  pe..  foot  from  the  outside  of  the  barr,  in  and  to  either  of 
the  cabals  of  Sha.  kleford's  or  Bogue  banks  or  tc.  Ciiadwick's  point. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  Gilbert  Rumh-y,  Elijah  Canaday,  S  lomon  Waid,  James  Davis  and 
William  bell,  be,  and  they  are  hereb.  app  inted  commissioners  of  navig  tion  for  the  port  •  f  Beauf  rt, 
with  all  the  powers  and  authority  which  are  already  established  by  law  for  the  government  of  commis- 
sioners of  navigation  within  this  state. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  commissioners  of  navigation  shall  not  act  as  branch  or  licensed  pi- 
lots while  they  continue  in  the  appointment  of  commissioners  of  navigation  for  the  port  of  Beaufort. 

CHAP.  LXXII. 

An  actto  settle  certain  disputes  respecting  the  Court  House  in  JVash  county. 
"WHEREAS  disputes  have  arisen  respecting  the  court-hcuse  ir.  N;.sh  county  ,in  consequence  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  an  act,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  G'  neial  Assi  mbly 
entitled  "an  act  to  appoint  commissioners  to  fix  on  a  suitable  p'ace  in  the  county  of  Nash,  for  electing 
the  court-house  and  other  public  buildings,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned."  and  whereas  it  is 
represented  to  this  General  Assembly  chat  it  is  doub'ful  whether  the  freemen  of  Nash  cour.ty  wish  'he 
court  house  to  be  removed  from  i.s  present  scite  to  the  plao-  fixed  upon  by  the  commissioners,  for  the 
the  purpose  of  settling  the  aforesaid  disputes  ar.d  ascertaining  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Nash  upon  the 
au' j  c    of  removing  the  court-house. 

BE  it  enacted  by  t/ie  General  Assembly  cf  the  Stale  of  North  Carolina-,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  the  proce  .  g*  .f  the  cmiT.issi-  .  eis  appointed  by  the  act  afoiesaid  shall  be 
.  susp -tided until  the  third  Monda.  of  A  il  n  xi,  and  that  on  the  second  Monday  of.  April  n- xt  the  free- 
men of  Nash  county  shall  express  eacu  up  n  his  vote  or  ticke:  the  place  where  he  wishes  the  couri -house 
of  said  cornty  to  be  located,  by  writing  .  n  rht  -.aid  vote  or  ticket  as  an  evidence  of  his  wish  the  words 
*  old  place,"  or  "  new  place>"  and  a  majotif}  of  v  -tes  shall  decide  where  the  court-house  shall  b<-  fixed, 
aid  the  sheriff  with  the  inspecto  s  oi  o  pod  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  certify  to  the  commissioners 
aforesaid  the  state  of  the  vote,  aarj  if  they  shall  certify  that  a  majority  of  votes  have  been  given  for  the 
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-k«.81  f'old  place,  tile  said  commission'  rs  shall  pr./ce<  d  to  creel  a  C<  urt  hou- e  at  the  sa-'d  place,  ard  ii  rhe\  shall 
SOfT**  certify  that  a  majority  ot  \ot^s  have  been  givtnfor  the  '"tew  place, "the  said  coromiss.oners  shall  proceed 
to  erect  a  court-h  use  at  the  said  place. 

II.  Beit  further  enacted  That  the  election  aforesaid  shall  be  held  at  Nash  cour »hou?e  and  three  in- 
sp  ctors  of  the  poll*  shall  be  chosen,  who  together  with  the  sheriff  shall  before  ope;  iug  the  polls  ake.  an 
oath  before  some  justice  of  the  peace  in  said  county  to  conduct  the  said  election  fair  y  and  impartial'*7, 
anJ  to  make  a  irue  and  correct  certificate  of  the  votes  given  to  he  commissi  ne=s  aforesaid,  and  the  sad 
insp  ct°  rs  shull  be  ippointed  by  the  c.  unty  court  a  the  session  nexc  precedirg  the  said  election,  aiid  to 
make  such  appointment  a  majorityof  the  acting  justices  of  the  county  sha.i  be  preset  . 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  a  majority  of  votes  should  b.-  or  the  new  place  for  erecingthe 
co  rt-house  J  <hn  A.ston  shall  be  auth  rized  to  sell  and  dispose  of  for  his  own  use  the  public  grouiid  oa 
which  the  present  court-house  is  erected  or  so  much  thereof  as  is  not  incluaed  in  any  ol  the  lots  aiiea- 
dy  sold  by  the  said  commissioners. 

CHAP.  LXX11I. 

An  act  to  establish  and  lay  off  a  toivn  on  the  lands  of  George  1).  Halcomb  and  F<  ier  Bowel  i>  the  county  of  Survy. 
BE  H  enacted  >y  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  oj  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  here  y  enacted  by  the  <w- 
thority  of  the  same,  1  hat  William  Foote,  Daniel  Levert  n,  Benjamin  Bingham,  William  Zachery  and 
Tu-mas  Wiles  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners  to  lay  oil  a  town  on  th'  lands  <  A  George 
D.  Halcomb  and  Peter  Dowel  in  Surry  county  to  be  called  and  kn.,wn  by  the  name  of  Hdcombville,  and 
that  the  aforesaid  commissioners  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  be,  a  d  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  lay 
off  said  town  into  acre  or  half  acre  lots  with  convenient  streeis  and  allien  as  to  htm  shall  appenr  most  ad- 
visable, and  the  said  lots  when  so  laid  off  shall  be  for  the  sole  benefit  and  iree  disposal  of  the  aaid  George 
D.  Halcomb  and  Peter  Dowel. ' 


CHAP.jLXXlV. 

An  act  declaring  that  the  second  Regiment  of  Militia  of  the  county  of  Anson  shall  be  reviewed  by  the  general  of- 
ficers of  the  division  and  brigade  to  which  the  same  is  attached  at  the  place  of  holding  their  regimental  musters. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thor itij  of  the  same,  That  in  future  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  general  officers  of  th  division  and  bri- 
gade to  which  the  second  regiment  of  militia  of  the  county  of  Anson  is  attached,  to  review  the  said  re- 
giment at  the  place  of  holding  their  regimenta'  musters,  and  the  reviews  shall  take  place  at  the  r.ame  time 
and  under  the  same  rules,  regulations  and  restrictions  as  heretofore  prescribed  by  law  for  the  like  purposes, 

CHAP.  LXXV. 

An  act  to  repeal  the.  first  and  fourth  sections  of  an  act  passed  in  Ike  year  one' tho".  sand  eight  hundred  andffteen, 

entitl  d  "  an  let  relative  to  Fish  Traps  on  the  Yadkin  or  Fee  Bee  River"  Cind  to  amend  said  act- 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Nor'h  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same.  That  the  first  and  fourth  sections  of  an  ict  entitled  "  an  act  reiativi-  to  Fish  Traps  on 
the  Yadkin  or  Pee  De  River,"  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fiiteejn,  be,  and  t'ue 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  owners  of  Fish  Traps  on  the  Yadkin  or  Ptc  Ber  River  hall 
keep  the  same  clean  of  Trash  or  any  kuid  of  rabbi:  h  fr  in  the  fi  it  day  of  S  pten.ber  ut'tilthe  fifteenth  day 
of  November  in  each  and  every  year  h  i  e after,  under  th  penalty  ot  five  p  un  is  for  each  and  every  ■  f- 
fence,  to  he  recoveri  d  before  any  jurisdiction  h  vingC  gnizance  the-eof,  one  half  to  the  use  of  '.he  c  urj- 
ty  in  which  said  offet.ee  shad  be  Committed,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  person  sun  g  for  the  same. 

CHAP.  LXXVI. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  passed  in  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  Chapter  KLV.  entitled  an  act  to  in- 
corporate th-  town  cf  Hamilton. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  W.l  iam  R.  Bennett,  Ea'on  Pugh  and  Henry  \\  ikes  be,  aid  thev  art  hereby 
app  iitedcommiaSoners  of  the  town  of  Hamilton  in  add  tion  to  those  heretofore  appointed  by  ihe  beto^ 
recited  act. 

II.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  overseer  of  streets  of  said  town  shall  nnd  mav  require  the  inhabit- 
ant either  to  work  ihereoa  i  r  to  procure  a  sufficient  suhstitu'e  to  perform  such  work  tep  clays  in  any  one 
year,  any  thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

I II.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  clerk  of  the  board  cf  commi"  sioners  of  said  town  shall  before  he 
enters  up'-n  the  duties  of  his  office  enter  into  bond  in  the  sum  of  oie  hundred  dollars,  payable  to  the  chair- 
man or  his  successor  in  office,  with  such  security  as  mav  be  approved  by  said  board  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  his  several  duties  and  for  the  safe  keeping  of  ail  such  books,  deeds,  grants  or  other  papers  as 
may  be  committed  to  his  care  by  virtue  of  his  sa'd  i  ffice. 

CHAP.  LXXV1I. 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  entitled 
"  an  act  requiring  a  majority  of  the  acting  Justices  of  Wayne  and  Montgomery  counties,  to  be  present  in  cer- 
tain cases''-  so  far  as  respects  the  county  of  Wayne. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  andit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  the  above  recited  act,  entitled  *'  an  act  requr;ng  a  majority  of  the  acting  justi- 
ces of  Wayne  and  Montgomery  counties  to  be  present  in  ceitain  cases,"  so  far  ai>  aspects  the  county  of 
Wayne,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

CHAP.  LXXVIII. 

An  act  to  restore  to  citizenship  Robert  Hall,  George  Hall,  Owen  Hall  and  Asa  Mitchell  of  the  county  of  Wilkes. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carotin-.,  andit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  R  >bert  Hali,  Georg-  Hall,  Owen  Hall  and  Asa  Mitchell  of  the  county  -,f 
W.Ikes,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  restored  to  citizenship,  in  as  'Ull  and  am.4le  a  manner,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  as  if  they  had  never  been  convicted  of  the  perpetration  of  anv  criminal  offence  whatever,  a->d 
thev  are  also  declared  able  and  capable  to  depjse  and  testify  in  "11  cases  -hen  tlv  sane  m.v  be  necessarv: 
Provided,  Thai  nothing  herein  contained  shall  make  the  said  R  bert  H  11,  G'.orge  Hall,  Owen  Hall  and 
Asa  Mitchell  or  either  of  them  able  or  competent  to  set  on  any  Jury  in  any   case  whatever- 
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CHAP.  LXXIX.  IBM 

Ait  act  to  vent  the  power  in  fie  Co  nmissioners  of  pilotage  and  navigation  of  the  port  of  Wilmington  to  -assess,  J:.,  <xv%/ 

and  regulate  the  fees  of  the  Harbour  Master, 

BE  it  enactcdby  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  cvartid  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  sa  /.e,  Tnat  the  commisSiwiitrs  oi  pilotage  and  navigation  oi  th-  port  of  Wilmii  g  on  are 
h  ieoy  mvesteel  with  thr  power  and  authority  of  assessii  g,  fixing  and  rt  gulating  at  all  times  the  lees  ol  the 
51  irbor  M  ,s;er  of  said  p  rt  in  such  manner  as  they  or  a  majority  of  them  may  thi>  k  proper,  to  be  collect 
ted  !rom  a  'ax  imposed  on  Vessels  entering  the  said  port  as  heretofore  authorized  b\  law. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  acts  and  clauses  of  acts  which  come  within  the  purview  and 
meaning  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

CHAP.  LXXX. 

Jin  act  to  have  transcribed  and  copied  certain  records  in  the  Register's  Office  of  Bladen  county  and  for  aiher 

purposes. 

BE  it  enacted  by  Ihe  General  Ass rnibly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  audit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thor,ty  of  tue  same,  That  the  t;ourt  of  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  of  the  count)'  ot  Bladen,  be,  and  the. 
same  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  have  transcribed  and  cnpii-d  in  well  bound  b  oks  to  be  pro- 
vided for  that  purpose,  such  of  the  public  records  in  the  office  of  the  regisr  r  of  said  count;  ,  as  the  s3id 
court  may  o»d<r  and  din  ct. 

II.  A-id be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  court  may  make  r>  reasonable  compensation  to  the  person 
or  persons  bv  whom  the  aforesaid  reo  rds  maybe  transcribe  d  ai.d  copied,  wheh  compensation 
together  with  the  ccsts  of  the  necessary  books  herein  directed  to  be  purchased  upon  the  certificate  of  the 
chairman  of  the  court,  shall  be  paid  by  the  trustee  ol  the  county  out  of  funds  of  the  utne  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

CHAP..LXXXI. 

An  act  authorizing  Jacob  Fields  to  cut  a  road  and  turnpike  the  same  in  the  county  of  Qmloir. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  No;  th-Carclina,-  and  it  is  hereiy  enacted  iy  the  ttu- 
t'lority  of  the  same,  That  Jacob  Fields  is  hereby  empowered  and  authorized  to  cut  a  r->.^d  and  tut rpike 
the  same  from  his  house  through'  a  place  called  the  Desartor  Pccoson  to  a  piace  called  Sa.nd\  Bridge,  and 
to  the  court-house  about  six  miles. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  aforesaid  r^nd  shal'  be  thirty  feet  wide,  a  ditch  on  each  side  not 
less  than  f  ur  u-.;r  more  than  six  feet  wide,  and  the  cf  ressid  Jacob  Fields  shall  be  subject  to  the  same 
fia  s  and  penalties  for  not  keeping  the  aforesaid  turnpike  in  repair  as  is  now  in  force  against  overseers  of 
roads. 

If  I.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  should  any  person  owmrg  lands  ever  which  the  '  aforesaid  road 
shall  run,  and  conceiving  themselves  injured  by  cutting  the  sam-,  th.t  upon  tfiHr  ap  vication  to  the  county 
c  urt  ot  Onsl..w  the  court  shall  appoint  weive  freeholders  to  assess  the  same,  which  damages  shall  be 
paid  by  said  Fields  in  full  coropensFtion  for  the  same. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  aforesaid  Jacob  Fields,  his  heirs  and  assigns  are  hereby  inves- 
ted wi.h  the  exclusive  privilege  for  the  term  of  ninety-nme  years,  of  exac  ing  ad  receiving  the  following 
Tate  of  toll,  (viz.)  f  r  each  wagon  and  horses  thirty  cents-;  for  each  four  w  eel  carriage  thirty  cents;  for 
each  eart  and  horse  fifteen  cents;  for  each  chair  and  horse  fifteen  cents  ;  for  each  man  a- d  horse  ten 
-ents ;  for  each  horse,  rtlile  or  Jack  eight  cents  :  for  each  and  every  head  of  cattle  five  cents ;  for  each 
and  every  facad  of  hogs  or  sheep  th;ee  cens^  and  for  each  for  tmah  five  cents,  as  a  compensation  for  the 
expense  which  the  aforesaid  Jacob  Fie'ds  may  be  at  in  outfiog,  ditching  and  making  the  said  turnpike 
?oad  and  keeping  the  same  in  repair,  and  that  the  aforesaid  Fields  may  erect  a  toll  gate  at  a  suitable  place 
scross  3aid  road. 

V.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  aforesaid  turnpik  -  shall  be  opened  and  be  in  good  repair  with- 
in ten  years  from  the  date  hereof,  otherwise  allprivileg  s  hereby  granted  shall  be  forfeited. 

CHAP.  LXXXII. 

An  act  to  divide  the  Wilkes  Regiment  of  Mi  itia  and  to  form  the  same  into  seperateand  distinct  Regiments. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  the  comparies  commanded  by  captains  William  Hampton,  William  Parks,  Sa- 
muel Johnson,  J  hn  Martin,  William  Bed,  Moses  Cass  and  Peyton  Colvard  shall  compose  the  first  regi- 
ment, and  the  companies  commanded  by  captaiis  Michael  Swa'm,  Smith  Furguson,  Levi  Coffee,  Lewis 
Waters,  Hamilton  Brown,  and  the  company  formerly  commanded  by  captain  Martin  Parker  shall  compose 
the  seco  id  regimenr,  aod  the  commissioned  officers  shal  by  vote  establish  and  fix  upon  a  suitable  place  to 
hold  their  respective  regimental  musters  and  the  brigadier  general  of  the  brigade  to  which  said  regiments 
are  attached  shall  review  the  said  regiment  at  the  places  established  f  jr  holdiig  their  regimental  musters,. 

II.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever  a  company  is  formed  of  that  part  of  the  county  of  W'lkes 
wh;ch  was  taken  fr  ;m  the  county  of  Iredell,  it  shall  be  attached  to  and  form  part  cf  the  first  regiment 
hereby  established,  and  when  the  said  regiments  are  f  rmed  they  shall  be  governed  by  the  same  rules,  re» 
gulations  and  restrictions  that  are  or  may  be  established  for  the  government  oi  other  regiments  of  militia 
in  this  state. 


CHAP.  LXXXIII. 

An  act  concerning  the  town  of  Fayetteville. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thor :y  of  the  same,  I  hat  the  inhabitants  of  the  I  wn  of  Fayetteville  when  classed  by  th- commissioners 
ot  said  tow;i  as  a  night  watch  shall  be  compelled  by  themselves  or  by  good  substitutes  tos-  rve  in  turn  when 
ord-red  >u.  by  the  superintendant  of  patrols,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  shillings  to  be  recovered  by  wir- 
ranr  before  the  magistrate  of  p  rlice  for  the  use  of  the  town. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Jailer  of  the  county  t>f  Cumberland  is  h*rebv  authorized  and 
required  to  receive  into  his  Jail  under  his  care  any  person  or  persons  taken  up  in  the  night  by  the  town 
watch  or  patrol  without  mittimus,  and  him  or  them  safely  keep  until  the  foil  wing  morniog.  when  the  of- 
fender or  offenders  shall  be  brought  before  the  Magistrate  of  Police  and  dealt  with  as  the  ordinary  of 
sa.dtown  mat  direct,  for  which  service  the  Jailer  shall  he  entitlrd  to  the  usual  fees. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  for  every  certificate  granted  by  the  commissioners  of  the  said  towc 
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TSlfifor  sellinj.spiri's  by  the  .small  measure,  there  shall  be  paid  at  thi  granting  of  the  sanit    and  year-h    th'ie- 

v*'v~after,  the  sum  of  rive  dollars  for  the  use  of  the-  town. 

IV-  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  commissioners  of  the  said  u  wn 
shall  have  powerto  appoint  a  Guager  for  the  said  town  w  tose  duty  it  shall  be  to  guage  all  casks  of  s|  ui- 
tous  liquors  that  he  may  be  required  to  guage,  and  to  mark  the  :tue  contents  /hereof  on  e.<ch  cask,  and 
sba  1  have  liberty  to  take  and  demand  such  fee  for  his  service  as  the  commissioners  of  said  town  shall  es- 
tablish not  exceeding  twenty- five  centSo 

'.!  CHAP.  LXXXIV. 

Jin  net  relative  to  the  county  courts  of  Stokes  and  Surry. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  iind  it  is  her-eby  enacted  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  I  hat  twelve  jus:  ices  in  eith  i  of  the  counties  of  St  kts  and  Su  ry  bi-i  gp-s  nt  in 
court  shall  bt-  competent  to  do,  perform  and  execute  all  and  singular  the  business  .  1  what  kind  or  uaure 
soever,  as  well  in  laying  the  county  taxes  as  in  making  all  appmntmer  s  of  what  knd  or  nature  soever, 
cc  mpetent  for  the  said  courts  respectively  to  make  ;  fully  and  to  the  Saa»«'extent»as  if  a  majority  of  the 
acting  Justices  of  the  peace  in  either  <  f  the  said  c  unties  were  present  on  the  bench,  and  that  all  laws  and 
clauses  of  laws  coming  withui  the  meaning  and  purvi<  w-of  this  act,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  repealed 
and  made  void,  any  thing  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


CHAP.  LXXXV. 

Jin  act  to  repeal  the  existing  laws  relative  to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  Hedgecock  Creek  in  Richmond 

county. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority  of  the  same,    That  the   laws  heretofore  passed   a.  d  now   existing  relativt-ti   the  improvement  of 
Heogecocfc  Creek,  in  the  county  of  Richmond,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  repeated  and  made  void. 

chapTlxxxvl 

Jin  act  to  restore  to  Isham  Sheppard  of  Richmond  County  the  privileges  of  a  citizen. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the.  privik-g-s  of  a  citizen,  be,  and  are  hereby  restored  to  IShanifSheppard  of 
the  county  of  Richmond,  and  he  is  declared  to  possess  and  enjoy  all  rights  and  privileges  and  to  dtp'  se 
and  testify  in  all  cases  where  the  same  may  be  necessary  in  as  full  and  amp!'.-  manner  to  all  intents  ar.d  ' 
purposes  as  if  he  had  never  forfeited  his  rights  and  privileges  by  his  con  victim  f ti  any  criminal  offence 
whatever  :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  make  the  same  Isham  Sheppard  able  or  compe- 
tent to  set  as  a  juror  in  any  case  either  civil  or  criminal. 

CHAP.  LXXXVII. 

Jin  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  an  act  to  authorize  the  county  coiirt  of  Wilkes  io  toy  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of 
building  a  new  Jail  in  said  county  and  for  other  purp    >es.  ' 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  the  comtnissio  ters  named  in  the  fourth  secdon  of  th  :  before  recit  d  act  or  a 
majrity  of  them,  shall  on  or  before  the  31st  day  of  October  next,  or  as  so  n  after  at  o  them  may  be  con- 
venient, proceed  to  let  out  the  buildi-rig  of  the  said  Jail  in  the  manner  !  in  the  before  tecited  act, 
and  all  monies  which  now  are  or  may  hertafter  be  collected  which  was  -  levied  and  collected  for 
the  p  trpose  of  buiidir.g  the  Jail  aforesaid  shall  be  ^aidoverto  the  tre'asi  *e r; of  public  buildings  a.d 
shall  be  applied  to  the  building  of  said  Jail,  and  be  paid  out  to  the  undc  ci  of  said  building' agreeable 
to  the  directions  of  a  majority  of  sa'd  o  mmissioners. 

II.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  of  death,  removal  or  refusal  t  of  any  of  the  comms 

ers  named  iu  the  before   recited  act,  a  majority  of  said  commission?  i-  h  r     v      ithcrized    o   e  e     a 

commissioner  to  fi'l  said  vacancy,  a;  d  shall  have  the  same  power  as  those  originally  appointed  by  tht.i  act, 
any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

CHAP.  LXXXVIIL 

Jin  act  to  secure  to  the  persons  therein  named  such  property  as  they  may  hereof t:?  o:  quire. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  i:  is  he;  ebij  enacted by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  Truii Polly  Lumpkin  ol  the  county  of  Granvill. ,  wife  '  ■.  W  ian  Litnipkin  j  Eunice 
At  ford  of  the  county  of  Guilford,  wife  of  Roy  Alfo.d  ;  Mary  Ann  D-rsc\  ot  he  town  of  Wilmingt  n, 
W:fe  of  Robert  D  irsey ;  Christlnia  Wolf  of  the  county  of  liunc  anbe,  wife  of  C  '  b  Wolf;  Mary  Mur- 
den  of  the  county  of  Camden,  wife  of  Robert  Murdc,i  j'Elizabeth  Morris  f  th-  county  o'  Rat  i>  -:,h, 
wife  of  John  L.  Morris;  Sarah  Denson  of  the  county  of  Moore,  wife  of  B  njam.in.Deas  u  N  cy 
Balance  of  Currituck  countv,  wife  of  Charles  B:;lmce;  and  Na-cy  J  an  of  'he  county  of  Guilford,  ife 
of  Lemuel  Jan;  Susanna  Jones  ■'■■  Joh  nston  county  wifeof  Fhoaaas-Jeaes'.;  Harriet'Laspyere  if  N  w- 
Hanover  county,  wife  of  Bernard  Laspyfert,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  severally  made  capable  of  h  <h  i'trg, 
possessing  and  enjojsi:  g  in  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  all  Such  estate  either  teal  or  pi  rsonal  as  th  y  i  ay  ■ 
htreaUer  acquire,  either  by  descent  purchase  or  otherwise,  in  as  full  ar.d  arrple  a  manner  as  if  thi  ;  h  ;d 
never  been  under  the  coverture  if  their  respective  husbands,  free  and  clea  fr  m  he  c'.ims  of  thi  :  ..d 
husbands  or  their  creditors  ;  and  they  are  sevci  a  ly  made  capable  to  prcsecu  e  and  defend  suits,  ti.net  in 
law  or  equity  in  their  own  names  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  h.id  never  been  married. 

CHAP.  LXXX1X. 

Jin  act  to  authorize  the.  Rose  Bay  Turnpike  -Company  in  the  county  of  Hyde  to  cut  a  navigahfy  ccnia'l  from  Mat- 
t'u.iuskeet  Lake  to  f!ie  head  of  !{<>se  Bay  in  said  county,  and  for  other  putr-poju 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  Genera!  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  hereby  enacted  by  the  ail- 
th.)'ity  of  the  s  .me,  That  :h;  «i  "  B  tv  turnpike  Company,  are  hs^'goy  authorized  and  empowered  to 
cut  a  canal  on  the  one  side  f  the  said  turopike  road  hotexceedi  g  twenty  feet  in  w.dth,  and  f  (jrfeet  d-tp, 
anr1,  to  erect  a  lock  or  locks  if  necessar} ,  for  the  tranaportatio  oi  any  articles  of  produce  of  merch'aodiae^ 
a  ,d  'har  the  presidenr,  directors  and  stockholders  of  said  company  at  ay  general  nve'ir.g  shall  h  iv.  full 
p^w^ei  and  authority  to  make  such  rules  regulations  anil  -tsnict'ons  f°'  carrying  the  sair. ;  iT,toc(T>  ct,  so  ar, 
nottct.infcinge  on  the  laws  and  constitution  of  this  state  or  of  th  United  Slates^  and  the  said  company  at  any 
g  teral  meetiug  ra.tv  and  shall  be  authoriz  d  to  est  iblish  a;i-v-  sun^  to  be  p..;d  \>\  fh  c  n:p^Hy  for  th"  --aid 
pt$*pose,  not  eXceedi.ig  fifty  dollars  on  each  sh :  .-  n  .  ■  !■  .  .'.  id  aid  r  r.d  by  instalments,  avid  in  sach  man- 
ner that  no  instalment  sii.tii  exceed  ten  dollatsfor  every  twelve  months. 
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II    And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  company  shall  be  allowed  the  term  of  six  years  to  finish  andl£i' ; 
compete  the  said  raiia!,  and  when  completed  shall  be  in  such  order  as  to  enable  boats  or  any  kind  of  pro-v^v%^ 
duce  or  merchandize  to  pass  through  the  said  canal;    the  stockholders  at  a  general  meeting  shallbe  au- 
thorized to  proceed  to  fix  the  rates  of  toll,  for  air  kind  of  property  or  persons  passing  the   same  so  that 
the  rates  >.f  toll  do  not  exceed  fifteen  per  cent,  in  any  one  year  oil  the  amount  of.  the  stock,  and  the  rates 
of  toll  shall  be  advertised  at  ore  end  of  the  said  canal  in  some  public  place,  and  albO  at  the  court-house 
ai;d  m  two  other  public  places  in  said  county. 

III.  And  he  it  junker  enacted,  That  if  any  stockholder  in  said  company  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay 
his-  instalment  aft*W|having  regular  notice  ten  days  before  the  time  appointed,  either  in  wo.'k  according  to 
the  directions  of  the  company,  or  in  money,  the  treasurer  of  said  company  may  bring  suit  for  the  amount 
\>v 'action  of  debt  before  a  single  justice  of  the  joence~in  the  name  of  the  Rose  Bay  Turnpike  Com- 
id  th  ■  same  when  recovered  shall  be  applied  in  making  and  improving  the  said  road  or  Canal,  and 
if  any  stockholder  shall  Still  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  hjs  instalment  after  judgment  is  obtained  for  the  same, 
exception  shall  be  awarded  and  levied  on  his  share  or  shares  in  the  said  road  and  canal   a^nd  sold  accord- 
sale  when  proved  arc!  registered  in  the  books  of  the  secretary  of  the  company,  shall  be  pood 
and  valiriTo  all  intents  and  purposes. 

CHAP.  XC. 
■'  to-impr&Oi  ationaftke  North  East River  in  ike  county  of  Buplin. 

/,/",,  .     t  he  General  As  the  Stftte  of  North-Carolina,  andit  is  hereby  enacted bytheau 

thoritij   of  the  same    Thatjt  shall  Pe  the  duty  of  the  jus  ices  of  tht    county  curt  of  [.leas  and  quarter 
-  sessions  ;l  Dup'i  .as  soon  as  they  may  deem  it  expedient,  to  cause  the  North  East  River  to  be  laid 

of!  info  convenient  districts,  beginning  at  Cormgy's  Bridge,  above  the  mouth  of  Goshen,  and  thence  down 
theriv*"  to  the  rrionth  of  RuckTvsh  j  and  when  it  shai!  be  so  laid  off  into  districts  as  aforesaid  the 
said  cp  i  e  overseer  for  each  and  every  district,  who  shall  continue  in  office  for  one  year 

ind  whose  du  to   superintend  the  opening  and  keeping  open   the  said  river  within  their  dis- 

tricts respi  cwvelj  - 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,-  T>hat  all  hands  who  are  liable  by  the  laws  of  this  stJate  towofk  on  pub- 
ic  roads  and  w.h  >  ■"■'  coi  venieijt  to  the  said  river,  shall  be  compelled  rework  thei    on,-,:  nd  the  said  court 

of  D«pTiq  county  shall  appqrtiqii  among  the  overseers  hereby  required  to  be  appointed,  and  designate  to 
each  the  hands  which  sba/l  worfl  under  them  in  the  same  manner  as  to  overseers  of  roads,  and  the  said 
.11  -.vitro  their  hands  respectively  in  the  same  manner  as  overseers,  of  roads,  and  the  hands  be 
subject  to  the  same  penalties  for  neglect  or  refusal  to  wot k,  as  they  would  be  when  warned  to  work  or 
roads. 

III,  .And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  ghall  be  the  duty  of  overseers  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  acr. 
■respectively,  to  cause  to  be  cleared  out  of  said  river  all  obstructions  to  the  passage  of  boats  or  rafts,  pud 
ro  cutcanals  acr  si  points  of.  land  where  rhey  may  deem  it  necessary  and  practicable,'  and  to  do  and  per- 
form  whatsoever  other   work  on  the  said  rive-  within  the  distance  aforesaid,  which  in  their  judgment 

prorhffce  the  easy  and  safe  passage  of  Boiats.and  rafts  thereon. 
.  I V.   And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  hands  allotted  by  the  said  eotort  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  work 
on  th  v:.',  >h  \  exempt  from  working  on  public  roads,  causeways  and  bridges.  ~ 

V.  And  be  it  funr.Lr  enacted,  That  the  overseers  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shai!  m-.'k'e  report  to  each  and 
every  county  court  of  thesr  county,  after  their  appointment,  of  the  progress  of  their  respective  labours,, 
and  the  Situation  of  the  river  as  it:  respects  the  navigation  thereof,  and  every  overseer  neglecting  or  re- 
fusing to  make  such  report  shall  for  each  and  eevery  offence  forfeit -and  Pay  ,;^e  3Utn  °~  ftre'nty  dollars  to 
the  use  of  the  bounty  ^foresaid. 


CHAP.  XC1. 

id  to  establish  a  seminary  of  learning  at  Mattamuslceet  in  the  county  of  Jlydeby  the  name  of  Union  Academy. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  Gentral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  end  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the.  same.  That  Dr.  Hugh  Jones,  Sanvjel- Gibbs,  Jun.  William -Silby,  Joseph  JV)  aste  s.  Benja- 
min Sanderson,  David  Gibbs,  Benjamin  Spencer,  Jun.  Caleb  Ballanceand  Anson  Gibbs,  be,  and  they  ae 
hereby  declared  to  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate  to  be  known  and  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  Union  Academy,  and  by  that  name  shall  have  perpetual  succession,  and  they  or  their  successors 
by  the  name  aforesaid  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  be^able  and,  capable  in  law  to  receive  subscriptions  and 
donations,  and  possess  all  monies,  goods  and  chatteis-'that  shalfbe  given  for  the  useof  ■said  Academy, arid 
•he  same  to  apply  accordingly  to  the  directions  of  the  donor,  and  .by  gift,  purchase  or  devise  to  take,  pos- 
sess and  enj  ,y  to  diem  and  their  successors  forever,  any  lands.,  tenements  and  hereditaments  in  trust,  that 
the  same  or  the  profusthereof  be  applied  to  and  for  the  purposes  of  establishing  and  endowing  the  said 
Academy. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  trustees  or  a  majority  of  them  by  the  name  aforesaid,  shall 
be  abte  and  capable  in  law  to  purchase  for  the  use  of  said  Academy,  one  acre  of  land  at  any  place  in  the 
settlement  of  Mattaniuskeet  where  the  said  commissioners  or  a  majority  of  .them  shall  think  best,  a;;d 
erect  a  building  or  buildings  thereon  of  whateve*  size  or  description  they  or  a  majority  ni  them  shall  a- 
gree  on. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  the  said  trustees  or  a  majority  of  them  by  the  name  aforesaid,  shall 
be  fully  authorized  and  capable  in  law  to  grant,  bargain,  sell  and  convey  any  such  lands  and  tenements  or 
hereditaments  as  aforesaid,  when  such  conveyance  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  terms  of  the  donation,  and 
further  the  said  trustees  their  successors  or  a  majority  of  ihem  shall- be  able  and  capable  in  law  by  the 
name  aforesaid,  to  sue  acd  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered  ici  any  cotirt  of  law 
and  equity  in  this  state. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors  or  a  majority 'of  them  shall 
have  and  are  hereby  declared  to  have  full  power  to  make  or  ordain  such  laws  and  regulations  for  their  own 
government,  and  for  the  regulations  and  government  of  said  Academv  as  to  them  may  appear  necessary, 
and  shall  be  able  and  capable  to  do  all  things  whatever,  for  the  promotion  of  said  Academy  in  as  full  and 
ample  a  manner  as  any  body  politic  or  corporate  can  or  may  do  bv  law. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  upon  the  death  or  resignation,  inability  or  retusir.g  to  act  of  any  of 
the  trustees  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  remaining  trustees  or  a  majority  of  them  to  ?dect  others  to 
suopjy  their  place  and  where  so  appointed  shall  have  equal  powers  with  the  trustees  appointed  by  this  jjcf. 

±1 
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1816  '  CHAP.  X!  11. 

\^~r~Jl~ii  act  to  authorize  Michael  Boney  of  tyew-Etanpvpr  county  to  cut  a  canal  across  the  public  road  and  erect  a 
it,  I:  tjiereon  and  to  throw  a  dam  across  Rvckfish  ('reek,  and  fur  other  purposes. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembty  of  the  State  of  North- Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  ate- 
thority  of  the  name  That  fur--  ad  ait.  r  tht  p;-s-iig  of  this  act  Michael  Bonty  i  f  No  iv-Ha<ic>\  ei  ti  mi- 
ty,-hfi,  and  he  is'  tn  rcby  authiizod  to  hrou- adam  across  Rock  fish  Crt'k,  which  divides  the  counties  of 
New-Hanover  and  Dublin  above  he  bridge,  at  any  place  he  o,ay  judge  most  eligible,  and  that  he  b»  fur- 
thn  authoiized  to  cut  a  canal  from  said  Ro<  kfish  Creek  across  the  public  road  leading  from  Dupli'-  to 
Wiimingt  •>>,  and  erect  a  mill  th.-:eup'  n  on  his  the  said  Boney'sown  premises. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  as  a  condition  upon  which  this  priv  ilege 
is  htreb\  g-an-ed,  the  said  Michael  Boney  is  h-  rtby  required  to  enter  into  bond  in  the  sum  <•£  five  ••:  u- 
sa>'d  dollars  payable  to  the.  chairman  of  the  court  of  picas  and  quarter  stssior.s  of  the  county  of  N  v, 
H  ;.ovtr  with  good  and  siifficieht  secuiities  such  as  the  c  urt  shall  approve,  conditioned  thai  he  the  s;od 
Michael  Boney  shall  build  ind  constantly  keep  *  rfeuse  to  be  kept  in  goid  and  sufficient  order  a  stri-ite 
ar.d  substantia!*l)-idge  across  the  aforesaid  caral,  for  '"t  C'-r.v  -nient  and  safe  passage  of  all  travellers  u  on 
the  aforesaid  public  road,  ar.d  in  case  the  aforesaid  Ki  ckfi=h  Creek  shr  uld  be  rendered  navigable  above 
where  saic  dam  'nay  be,  then  and  in  that  case  the  said  Bene. ,  his  heirs  and  assigns  shall  be  bou.nd  to  con- 
struct and  erect  at  said  dam  a  lock,  sluice  or  other  works  which  shall  admit  the  passage  of  raits  and 
boms  up  and  aowa  the  said  creek. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case  the  said  Boney  shall  fail  to  comply  with  the  provisions  en- 
joined by  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  sue  said  Boney  upon  the  bond  aforesaid,  in 
the  i  ame  of  the  chairman,  and  recover  damages  accordingly. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  mease  the  said  Michael  Boney  should  fail  or  refc.se  to  enter  rota 
bond  as  by  this  act  required,  the  provisions  of  this  act  and  every  part  thereof  are  declared  to  be  Aiil  and 
void. 


CHAP.  XCIII. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  counly  court  of  Chowan  to  levy  an  additional  tan^far  the  support  of  the  peer  of  the  si 

county.' 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacftd  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  the  court  ot  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  for  the  county  of  Choi  an,  shall  at  the 
u-;ual  time  of  laying  the  county  tax  for  the  said  county,  lay  a  tax  in  addition'  to  the  poor  tax  now  levied  in 
the  said  county,  Uot  exceeding  six  cents  on  each  and  every  poll,  and  three  cents  on  every  hundred  dollars 
value  of  assessed  real  estate  within  the  said  county,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  thereof. 

II.  Be  it  further  enacted,  This  act  shall  be  in  force  for  three  years  from  and  after  the  passing  there- 
of and  no  longer. 

— - , * 

•   CHAP.  XCIV. 
An  act  to  authorize  the  court  of  Tlsasund  Quarter  Sessions  of  Edgecombe  county  to  lay  an  additional  tax  to  pay 

their  patrollers. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North -Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  Fhat  the  Count*  Court  of  Pleas  and  Quarter  Sessious  of  Edgecombe,  be,  and  thev 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  lay  a  tax  of  two  shillings  c.n  each  and  every  biack  poll  in  the  said 
county  in  addition  to  the  tax  already  laid,  for  the  purpose  of  payirg  their  patroliers  ;  and  the  said  tax  shall 
bt  collected  and  .acccounted  for  in  the  same  manner  as  other  county  taxes  in  the  said  county. 

CHAP.  XCV. 
An  act  to  authorize  the  Court  of  Fleas  and  Quarter  Sessions  oftlie  county  of  Camden  to  lay  an  additional  tax  for 

'  the  support  of  the  poor  of  said  county. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North- Carolina  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thorty  oj  the  same,  That  the  Justices  ol  the  Court  of  Pleas  ar.d  Quarter  Sessions  of  ihe  county  of  Cam- 
den, whenever  they  may  deem  it  expedient?  a  majority  of  the  acting  justices  being  present  to  lay  a  tax  on 
each  taxable  poll  in  said  county,  not  exceeding  ten  shillings,  and  on  the  teal  estate  of  said  coumy  not  ex- 
ceeding three  shillings  for  every  hundred  dollars  value,  as  in  their  discretion  may  be  required  for  the  sup- 
port ot  the  poor  of  said  county,  and  the  same  shall  be  collected  by  the  proper  c  fficer  and  applied  for  the 
purposes  mentioned  in  this  act,  and  the  collection  and  distribution  of  the  same  shall  take  piact  under  the 
same  rules,  regulations  and  restrictions  as  are  already  prescribed  by  law  for  the  like  purposes. 

CHAP.  XC VI. 

An  act  to  repeal  an  wet  passed  inthe  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen  to  alttr  the  time  of  holding  the 

county  court  of  Hyde. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  andit  is  hereby  enacted  by  ihe  au- 
thority of  che  same,  That  from    and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  county  courts  of  Hyde  shall  com- 
mence aud  be  held  on  the  last  Monday  of  February,  May,  Augtist  and  November  in  each  ar.d  every  year 
hereafter. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  acts,  and  clauses  cf  acts  coming  within 
the  meaning  and  puiview  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  aforesaid  court  that  shall  happen  after 
the  first  day  of  March  next  to  appoint  one  or  more  standard  keepers  for  said  county,  seven  justices  being 
present,  under  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as  by  law  established  and  th-.  purchase  of  weights  and 
measures,  steelyards,  &c.  be  paid  by  the  county  trustee   any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

CHAP.  XCVII. 

An  act  to  confirm  an  accurate  survey  of  the  town  of  Beaufort  inthe  county  of  Carteret  and  for  other  parposes. 

WHEREAS  disputes  have  arisen  concerning  the  true  lines  of  the  streets  and  lots  in  the  town  of  B.  au- 
fort  in  consequence  of  which  the  inhabitants  have  employed  Jonathan  Price  to  survey  and  make  an  accu- 
rate plati  of  said  town. 

BE  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  cf  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  lines  and  plan  of  the  town  of  Beauf  rt  as  surveyed  arid  established 
by  Jonathan  Price,  shall  hereafter  be  considered  in  ail  cases  as  the  true  lines  and  plan  of  said  town  of 
Seautort  in  the  county  of  Carteret,  any  law  to  the  contiary  notwithstanding- 
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II.  And  belt  further  enacted.  That one  c   py  of  the  planof  the  said  townot  Beaufort  ma-  -  bv  'he  said  jo     81° 
native.  P'    e.si.t.li  be  dep  si  ed  by  the  commissioners  of  said  tow  n  in  the  register's  office,  oi  Ca^  teretcouniy.  xv>' 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  town  of  Beaufort  are  hereby  authoriz- 
ed t.  i'el!  ,.  p.iblic  auction,  alter  advertising  at  least  one  month  all  the  lots  of  ground  laid  off  in  the  (own 
commons  except  those  reserved  for  public  buildings,  and  also  all  the  lots  of  ground  in  the  old  arid  new 
town,  as  formerly  surveyed,  and  which  have  not  been  entered,  paid  ior  and  deeded  to  the  purchasers 
agreeable  to  law,  and  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  make  anil  exe- 
cut"  deeds  o!  sale  in  f-e  simple  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  said  lots. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  thejots  Nt»  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  and  or.e  hundred  and 
t.hi r     -five,  shall  b,  u-SerVtd  as  public  property,  on  which  to  erect  a  court-house,  that  (&t  No.  one  hundred 

frlty-xme"  shall  br  reserved  as  public  property  on  which  to  erect  a  jail;  that  lot  No.  one  hundred  and 
twenu -eight,  one  hundred  and  thirty-six,  one  hundred  and  forty-lout  and  one  hundied  at-d  fifty-two  shall 
be  reserved  \\  like  manner,  lor  the  use  and  benefit  of  an  Academy  ;  and  that  lot  No.  one  hundred  and 
forty  thri -<  shall  be  reserved  for  such  public  building  as  the  coun\v  may  think  proper  to  erect., 

V.  And  belt  further  enacted,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  town  of  Beaufort  shall  pay  over  all  mo- 
nies by  thi  in  collected  from  the  sale  of  the  lots  above  named  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  Carte- 
ret to  be  disposed  of  as  a*  majority  of  said  court  may  think  propers  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstat  ding. 

CHAP    XCVIII. 

:tct  to  authorize-  the  court  of  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  of  the  county  of  Warren  to  levy  and  collect  a  tax  fa- 

the  purpose  of  erecting  a  Jail  in  said  county. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  Genera!  Assembly  of  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  t  he 
thoritii  of  the  same,  'I  oat  the  ci  urt  of  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  ot  the  ci  unty  o;  Warren,  shall  at  the 
next  Term  of  said  court  which  shall  be  holden  alter  the  first  day  of  February  next,  have  power  to  levy^  and 

bet  a  a:;  upjin  property  subject  to  Taxation  in  said  county,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  suitable  Jail  for 
said  county,  at  or  n  ar  the court-h<  use  thereof.  . 

IT.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  court  shall  appoint  five  discreet  persons  as  commissioners 
to  contract  and  sup  rintend  the  building  of  said  Jail,  no  one  of  whom  shall  in  any  manner  be  contractors 
or  undertakers  of  the  same.  ^.  ,  — 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  court  aforesaid,  after  the  said  Jail  shall  be  completed  accord- 
ing to  cot. tract,  may  allow  'he  commissioners  aforesaid  such  compensation  for  the  trouble  incurred  by 
them  in  and  about  the  trust  reposed  in  thtm,  out  of  the  county  funds  as  they  may  judge  right. 

^  CHAP.XCIX. 

An  act  to  repeat  an  act  passed  in  Lii?  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,   entitled  "  an  act  to  amend  an  act  passed  at  the 
last  sesjiori  of  the  Getieral  Assembly,  entitled  an  act  to  establish  the  mode  of  elections  in  the  county  "f  Jones  " 

BE  it  enartediy  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  alt- 
ih.oritri  of  the  same  That  the  above  recited  ac  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine, 
entitled  '  an  act  amend  an  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  entitled  an  act  to  es- 
jablish  the  mode  -  if  elections  in  the  county  of  Jones,"  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

II.   And  be  it  further  enacted    That  the  act  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight, 
encid-.-d  «st4  act  to  establish  the  mode  of  elections  in  the  county'of  Jones,"  shall  be  considered  as  the  stand-       « 
iiig  law   in  fu  tire    containing  the  rules,  regulations  and  restrictions  which  shall  hereafter  govern  the  eleo 
•iij.is  in  Jo.us  county,  any  law  Co  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

CHAP.  C. 
An  act  to  establish  a  seperate  election  at  the  bouse  of  J.ihn  Moodys  in  Haywood  county,  and  for  oilier  purposes. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  is- hereby  enacted  by  ths 
thority  of  the  same,  T".at  hi  future  a  sepetate  election  shall  be  opened  and  held  at  the  house  of  Johct 
Moodys  'or  Jonathan's  Creek  in  the  county  of  Haywood  on  the  same  day,  for  the  same  purpose  and  un- 
der the  say;    rules,  regula'ions  and  restrictions  as  govern  other  seperate  elections  in  said  county.    . 

II.  And  be  it '.further  enacted,  That  the  election  heretofore  held  on  Scott's  Creek  in  said  county  of 
Haywood,  shall  hereafter  be  held  at  the  store  house  of  William  Foster  on  said  creek,  which  shall  take 
place  on  the  same  day  and  conducted  as  heretofore,  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 


CHAP  CI. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  court  of  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  of  G'v.nvHle  county  to  appoint  commissioners  to  dispose  of  a  certain  lot 

of  ground  in  the  town  of  Oxford  and  for  other  purposes. 
BE  it  cnactfd by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  the  court  of  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  of  Granville  county  (eleven  justices  of 
the  peace  being  present)  are  heieby  authorized  to  appoint  three  commissioners  who  shall  have  full  power 
and  authority  to  dispose  of  on  a  credit  of  twelve  months  that  lot  of  ground  reserved  in  the  town  of  -Ox- 
ford for  a  church  lot  and  to  execute  a  deed  or  deeds  of  conveyance  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  said 
lot,  which  deed  or  deeds  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  &c.  That  the  commissioners  aforesaid  are  hereby  authorised  and  em- 
p  wertd  to  purchase  or  procure  one  other  lot  in  cr  adjoining  said  town  ot  Oxford,  eligible  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  church  and  to  receive  on  behalf  of  the  county  of  Granville,  a  deed  or  deeds  of  conveyance 
from  the  person  or  persons  of  whom  such  purchase  was  made. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  commissioners  aforesaid  are  hereby  bound  to  pay  into  the 
hands  of  the  county  trustee  the  balance  if  any  there  be  of  money  arising  fron>  the  sale  and  purchase  of 
said  lots  which  money  shall  be  applied  to  county  uses. 


CHAP.  CII. 
An  act  to  incorporate  the  Piymouth  Mechanical' Society. 
WHEREAS  it  has  been  represented  to  this  General  Assembly  that  a  number  of  Mechanicks  of  the 
town  of  Plym  uth  have  associated  themselves  into  a -society  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  the  usefu 
arts,  and  for  the  support  of   superannuated  and  decay"  d  Mechanicks  and  their  Orphans,  and  whereas  it 
appears  that  the  business  of  said  society  cannot  be  so  .well  conducted  as  if  incorporated  by  act  of  Assembly, 
for  remedy  whereof. 

BE  it  etiacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  a:;° 

0 


46  latol  of  3^ottfj-<earoTtrs= 

H-M^t/iority  of  the  same,  That  the  individuals  who  aie  at  present  associated  under  the  aarne  of  the  fc4  Plymou  h 
,-nrwiViechanickal  Society,"  and  those  who  may  hereafter  become  memberss  of  the  said  association,  agreeable 
to,  the  rules  of  said  society,  be,  a«d  the  same  are  hereby  incorporated  into  a  body  politic  and  ccrporatt  by  the 
name  of  the  V  Plymouth  Mechanical  Society,"  and  as  such  shall  have  perpetual  succession,  may  sue  and  be 
sued?  plead  aod  be  impleaded,  be  capable  of  acquiring  aud  hcldi'i'g  real. and  petSonal  estate,  have  ability  to 
make  and  ordain  laws  and  regulations  for  their  own  governmrnt  and  elect  their  own  officers  and  generally 
to  do  receive  and  perform  all  such  matters  and  things  as  rightfully  belong  to  or  are  usually  incident  to  bo- 
dies corporate  or  politic  within  this  state. 

CHAP.  CHI. 

An  act  to  establish  and  regulate  a  toll-road  from  Skewaskey  landing  to  Oliver's  ferrv,  on  the  south  side  of  Roanoke  river,  and  the 

ferry  across  Roanoke  river,  at  or  near  where  the  old  ferry  is  kept,  and  to  grant  to  John  De'  ereauxend  Jeremiah  Sbde,  an  estate 

therein  for  the  term  of  ninety-nine  years.  „ 

WHERJiAS,  the  establishing  of  a  good  road  from  Skew.askey  landing  near  Williamston  in  the  county  of  Martin, 
along  the  south  shore  of  Roanoke  river  to  Oliver's  ferry,  including  a  ferry  at  or  near  'There,  the  old  ferry  is  now  kepi, 
will  be  of  great  public  utility  :  and  whereas,  it  will  cost  great  expense  and  labour  to  moke  and  keep  in  repair  the  said 
road,  and  in  older  to  encourage  and  support  a  work  so.bencficial  to  the  community  at  large, 

BE  if  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  is  Ktreby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  for  and  in  consideration  oi  the  great  labout  and  expense  which  the  said  John  Deveveux  and 
Jeremiah  Slade  may  be  at  in  making  the  said  road,  causswayhig  the  same,  making  bridges  and  otber'necess  iy  works 
for  completing  a  "id  keeping  the  said  road  in  good  repair,  the  said  ro?d,  causeways',  bridges  ami  other  w<  1  ks  nectss;  I  i 
ly  appendant  thereto,  with  ali  their  profits,  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  vested  in  the  s:dd  John  Devereatix  ar.»i 
Jeremiah  Slade,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  the  term  of  ninety-nine  years,  as  tenants  in  common  in  proportion  to  then 
respective  shares  therein,  and  the  same  shall  be  deemed  real  ■estate.  And  it  shall  arc!  muy  be  lawful  for  the  said  Jc  • 
Bevereaux  and  Jeremiah' Blade,  theii  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  to  set  up  a  gate  en  any  part  of  said 
road,  and  at  all  times  after  the  same  shall  be  completed  for  the  safe  passage  of  horses. and  carriages,  demand  utirl  it 
eeivcat  the  said  gate  or  gates,  the  following  tolls  or  rate's,  viz.  :  for  everv  person  fifteen  cents,  for  each  horse  fifteer 
cents,  for  every  wheel  of  a  carriage  of  pleasure  twelve  and  a  half  cents,  every  ether  carnage  twelve  and  a  half  cents, 
for  each  head  of  black  cattle  ten  cents,  for  each  head  of  hogs  or  sheep  two  and  a  hai'f*cents 

II.*  And  be  itjurther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  esse  of  refusal  to  pay  the  tolls  at  the  time  cf  offer 
ing  to  pass  the  toll-gate  to  be  erected  as  before  mentioned,  and  previous  topassing  the  Mine,  the  collector  or  toll-keep- 
er, or  the  proprietors  of  the  said  tails  may  lawfully  refuse  passage  to  any  person  or  peflons  so  refusing  payment  ;  and 
if  any  person  or  persons  shall  pass  without  paying  the  same  the  collector,  toll-keeper  or  the  proprietors  of  the  said 
road  may  recover  the  full  amount  of  the  tolls  above  mentioned, .with  costs,  btfore  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  ccurv.;- 
where  the  offender  may  be  taken. 

lit  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  consideration  of  the  tolls  hereby  granted,  the  said  John  Devereaux  and  Jere- 
miah Siade,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  for  and  during  theterrn  for  which the  said  .turnpike  is  hereby  granted,  after  th<: 
said  toll  gate  shall  be  set  up,  keep  the  said  road  in  good  repair  and  passable  order  for  carriages  and  horses,  and  in  case 
of  neglect,  any  person  or  persons  shall  be  entitled  to  recover  any  damage  which  thev  may  sustain  by  th£  said  read  bs 
ing  out  of  repair,  before  any  jurisdiction  having  cognizance  t'.ereof. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted.,  That  tho  said  toil-road,  bridges,  ferries,  and  the  work,  to  be  erected  thereon,  when 
completed,  forever  thereafter  be  deemed  and  taken  as  a  public  highway,  on  pay  cnf-m  of  (the  tolls  imp'  sed  hy  this  act 

V.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  have  no  effect  until  the  said  1~  ;n   ah  Slade   and*John  Devereaus 
or  either  of  them  shall  have  purchased  all  the  right,  title  and  interest  of  Thomas  Speflin  c*  i  is  hell's,',  in  a  ferry  wit 
the  said  SDellio  has  across  Roanoke  river,  and  to  which  the  above  road  leads. 


CHAP.  CIV, 


fAn  act  to  establish  an  Academy  in  the  county  of  Curtcret. 


BE  it.  enacted  btfthe  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  hereby  enacted  ly  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  T>hat  Henry  ML  Cooke,.Belchcr  Fuller,  Jeconias  Pigott,  David  Ward,  Elijah  Pigott,  Enquires,  be 
and»they  are  hereby  constituted  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  to  he  known  and  distinguished  by  the  natffe  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Carteret  Academy,  and  by  that  name  shall  have  perpctuai  succession  aid  a  common  sea!,  and  the  said 
Trustees  and  their  successors  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  take,  demand,,  receive  ana 
possess  all  monies,  goods  and  chattels,  that  shall  be  given  them  for  the.  use  of  the  said  Ac:.c'ciny:  and  apply  the  same  . 
.according  to  the  will  of  the  donor,  and  by  gift,  purchase  or  devise,  to  take,  have,  receive,  possess  and  retain  to  them 
and  their  successors  forever,  any  lands,  tenements,  rents  or  hereditaments  of  whatsoever  kind,  in  special  trust,  that  the 
same  or  the  profits  thereof  shall  be  applied  to  and  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  Academy. 

II.  And  be  it Jurther  enacted,  That  the  said  Trustees  and  their  successors,  or"a  majority  of  them,  by  the  name  a- 
foresaid,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  bargain,  sell,  grant,  demise,  alien  aod  convey  to  the  purchasers  any 
such  lands  and  tenements,  rents  or  hereditaments. aforesaid,  where  the  condition  of  the  grant  to  them  or  the  will  of  thu 
devisor  does  not  forbid  it. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Trustees  and  their  successors  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  be  able  and 
capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  ana-be  answered,  in  all  courts  of  record  whatsoever. 
and  they  shall  have  powe J  to  open  books  and  receive  subscriptions,  and  to  do  all  such  other  things  which  are  necessa- 
ry for  bodies  politic  and  corporate,  for  perfecting  the  said  Academy. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  on  the  death,  refusal  to  act,  resignation  or  removal, of  any  cf  the  Trustees  for 
the  time  being,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  remaining  Trustees  or  a  majority  of  them  to  appoint  one  or  mere 
Trustees  in  the  place  of  those  dead,  refusing  to  act,  resigned  or  removed,  and  the  Trustee  or  Trustees  so  appointed; 
shall  be  vested  with  the  same  trust,  power  and  authority,  as  the  original  Trustees  are  by  virtue  of  this  act, 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  Trustees  and  their  successors  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  have  power 
and  authority  to  appoint  a  president,  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  such  professors,  tutors  and  other  officoi-s,  as  to  them 
may  appear  necessary  and  proper,  wnom  they  reny  remove  for  misbehaviour,  inability  or  neglect  of  duly.  And  tViey 
3hall  have  further  power  to  make  all  such  bye-laws  and  reguMior.  s,  for  the  government  of  the  said  Academy,  and 
preservation  of  good  ordei  and  morals  therein,  as  are  usually  made  in  such  seminaries,  as  to  thcmiTur  appear  proper - 
frovided,  the  same  shall  not  be  contrary  to  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  this  state  cr  of  the  United  States; 


CHAP.  CV. 
An  act  to  amend  an  ac.tp  .ssedin  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  entitled  'an  act.  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  concert. 
ing  the  Turnpike  road3  in  Buncombe  county  passed  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen.' 
WHEREAS,  the  commissioners  heretofore  appointed  to  examine  and  inake  report  to  the  court  of  pleas  and  quar- 
ter sessions  cf  Buncombe  county,  of  the  slate  and  condition,  of  the  Turnpike  roads  in  said  county,  owned  by  Samuel 
Murray,  jun  George  B.  Green  and  Jarms  Kirkendaie,  have  foiled  or  neglected  to  act.  And  whereas,  by  an  act  pas- 
sed in  trie  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  entitled  san  act  concerning  the  Tur>  pike  road  in  Buncombe  couiify  :" 
and  by  the  third  section  thereof  his  provided  that  the  said  James  Kirkendaie  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one  half  ol  al? 
the  profits  arising  from  said  turnpike,  and  be  subject  to  keep  up  one  half  of  said  road,  as  agreed  on  by  said  proprietors, 
and  not  be  subject  to  indictment  for  any  other  part  of  said  said  road  than  his  own,  and  the  said  Samuel  Murray,  jur  .and 
George  B.  Green,  shall  each  be  subject  to  keep  his  part  of  slid  road,  a  deach  ft  em  shall  be  subject  to  fine  only  for  his 
cwii  pari.     And  ■whereas,  there  is  no  mode  pointed  out  whereby  the  said  turnpike  road  can  be  allotcd  off  to  the  said? 


fiatog  of  j^ortifj-Cajoiina.  *? 
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proprietors,  according  to  their  respective  interest,  so  that  it  can  be  known  against  whom  to  prefer  an  indictment  when  lo"£ 
the  same  becomes  necessary.    For  remedy  whereof, 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina  pandit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  William  Murray;  Samuel  King,  sen.  William  Capps,  Elijah  Williamson  and  Thomas  Jus- 
tice, be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  under  the  penalties  herein  prescribed, 
within  twenty  days  after  the  court  of  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  which  shall  be  held  for  said  county,  on  the  first  Monday 
after  the  fourth  Monday  of  March  next,  and  after  they  shall  be  notified  of  this  their  appointment,  to  view  and  examine 
the  road  aforesaid,  and  divide  it  off  into  three  portions,  one  of  which  portions  shall  be  one  half  thereof,  which  they 
shall  assign  to  the  said  James  Kiikendale,  and  the  other  two  portions  shall  contain  one  fourth  of  the  whole,  one  of 
which  they  shall  assign  to  the  said  Samuel  Murray  and  the  other  to  the  said  George  B.  Greer,  and  make  return  theie- 
of  to  the  next  succeeding  term  of  the  court  of  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  of  Buncombe  county,  under  their  hands  and 
seals,  which  return  when  so  made  shall  by  the  clerk  of  said  court  be  duly  recorded. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  commissioners  above  named,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  at  least  twenty  days 
before  the  sitting  of  each  county  and  superior  court,  held  for  the  couniy  of  Buncombe,  view  and  examine  said  road, 
ind  make  report  to  said  county  and  superior  court  at  each  term  thereof,  of  the  state  and  condition  ot  each  portion  of 
said  road,  which  said  report  shall  be  in  writing,  and  be  returned  by  said  commissioners  or  one  of  them  on  oath,  which 
oath  shall  be  taken  in  open  court,  and  the  clerk  of  said  court  is  hereby  required,  when  said  commissioners  report  any 
part  of  said  road  to  be  out  of  order  or  repair,  to  bind  over  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  making,  the  return,  to 
attend  and  give  evidence.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  officer  prosecuting  on  behalf  of  the  state  to  prefer  a  bill  of 
indictment  against  the  owner,  proprietor  or  tenant  of  the  portion  of  the  road  so  reported  to  be  out  of  erdeSj  and  the 
said  owner,  proprietor  or  tenant  upon  conviction,  shall  be  fined  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  pay  the  costs  of  suit. 

III.  And  be  it Jurther  enacted,  That  the  said  commissioners  shall  notify  the  court  of  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  cf 
Buncombe  county,  next  to  be  held,  on  the  first  Monday  after  the  fourth  Monday  of  March  next,  of  their  acceptance  oc 
refusal  of  this  appointment.  Arid  if  either  of  said  commissioners  shall  after  acceptance,  refuse  or  neglect  to  perform, 
the  duties  poi  ited  out  by  this  act,  he  or  they  so  refusing  or  neglecting,  shall  for  each  and  every  failure  be  subject  taa 
fine  of  five  pounds,  recoverable  by  warrant  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  said  county,  to  the  sole  use  end  benefit 
of  the  person  suing  for  the  same,  and  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  entitled  each  to  ten  shillings  for  every  day  they 
shall  be  necessarily  employed  in  viewing  and  examining  said  road,  to  b;  paid  by  the  proprietors  thereof  oreither  oft 
them,  and  recoverable  by  warrant  in  case  of  non  payment- 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  of  the  death,  removal  or  refusal  to  act  of  any  of  the  said  commissioners,, 
that  then  and  in  that  case  the  court  of  pleas  and  quartci  sessions  of  said  county,  seven  justices  at  least  being  present; 
may  and  snail  appoint  some  person  or  persons  in  the  room  and  stead  oi  those  dying,  reiusing  to  act  cr  removing  away^ 
who  shall  possess  the  same  powers,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  penalties,  and  entitled  to  the  same  emoluments  as- 
those  herein  appointed. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  commissioners  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  have  full  power  and  authori- 
ty from  time  to  time  to  alter  said  road,  Provided,  that  the  old  road  shall  not  be  stopped  up  until  the  permission  of  the 
superior  court  ot  said  county,  has  first  been  obtained  for  the  same. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  commissioners  shall  have  power  whenever  it  shall  be  desired  by  a  ma-         k 
jority  of  the  proprietors  of  said  turnpike  road,  to  remove  the  toll  gates  thereof  to  such  place  or  places,  as  they  may 
deem  proper,  and  bind  the  keeper  of  said  toll-gate  in  such  obligations  as  they  may  think  necessary,  to  faithfully  ac- 
count for  all  monies  that  he  may  collect  en  account  of  said  turnpike  road. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  upon  the  failure  of  said  commissioners  or  a  majority  of  them  to  make  their 
repoit  to  court  as  directed  by  this  act,  that  then  and  in  th:>.t  case  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  any  individual  to  go  forward 
and  enter  a  complaint  against  the  owner,  owners  or  tenants  of  said  turnpike  road,  when  cut  of  repair,  and  the  prosecut* 

ing  officer  on  behalf  of  the  state,  shall  make  cut  a  bill  of  indictment  against  them  as  in  other  cases.  \ 

VIII-  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  acts  and  clauses  of  acts  coming  within  the  mean-  i 

ing  and  purview  of  this  act,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

CHAP.  CVI. 

An  act  to  establish  a  Turnpike  Road  in  the  county  of  Burke. 

WHEREAS,  it  is  represented  to  this  General  Assembly,  that  a  1  urnpike  Road  near  the  Yellow  Mountain  would 
enable  several  hundred  families  in  Burke  county  to  procure  their  salt  cheaper  by  fifiy  miles  less  land  carriage  ;  and  it 
is  also  represented,  that  the  legislature  ol  the  state  of  Teni.essee  have  already  passed  an  act  to  establish  a  Turnpike 
Road  to  pass  near  the  Yellow  Mountain. 

BE  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  of  JVorth-Carohna,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  same,  That  W.  W.  Erwin,  John  M'Gimpsey,  James  \iurphey,  John  M.  Greenlee,  and  D.niti  Brown,  Es- 
quires,  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  trustees,  and  they  or  a  majority  of  tnem  are  hereby  invested  will:  full  power 
and  authority  to  lay  off,  designate  and  mark,  (or  cause  the  same  to  be  dci-e,)  a  road  for  a  turnpike  from  t  e  Ndrtb 
Oove  in  tae  county  of  Bu-ke,  over  the  Apalachiari  ridge  of  mountains,,lhat  way  which  they  or  a  majority  of  them  shall 
judge  the  most  advantageous  fur  loaded  wagons,  in  such  manner  as  to  unite  with  the  present  Yellow  Mountain  Road; 
thence  up  Tod  river,  to  a  point  opposite,  the  mouth  of  Plumb  Tree  creek,  and  thence  to  the  dividing  line  between  this 
state  and  the  state  of  Tennessee  near  the  Yell'  w  VSountain,  designating  and  marking  the  said  read  in  every  part  there-  ■« 
of,  that  way  which  they  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  judge  most  advantageous  for  loaded  wagons,  and  best  adapted  to 
constitute  part  of  a  market  road  from  the  North  Cove  aforesaid,  as  far  as  the  said  dividing  state  line  towards  King's  and 
Preston's  Salt  Works  near  Abington. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Trustees  shall  have,  and  they  or  a  majority  of  them  are  hereby  declared 
>o  have,  and  be  invested  with  power  and  authority  to  make  a  contract  with  an  undertaker,  to  open  and  clear  out  the 
said  road  for  a  turnpike,  in  such  manner  that  a  good  team  of  four  horses  shall  be  able  to  draw  a  loaded  wagon  over  the 
said  road  with  a  load  therein  of  twenty  hundred  weight ;  and  when  the  above  facts  shall  be  verifie  i  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  justices  of  the  county  court  of  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  for  said  county  of  Burke,  not  less  than  five  justices  being 
present,  the  said  coun  shall  cause  the  contract  of  the  said  trustees  and  undertaker  to  be  recorded,  and  shall  thereupon 
make  an  order,  that  the  said  undertaker  and  his  assigns  for  the  term  of  not  exceeding  twenty-five  years,  shall  be  au- 
thorised todemand  and  receive  the  following  tolls,  to-wit  all  four  wheeled  carriages  one  hundred  cents  ;  all  two  wheel' 
ed  carriages  fifty  cents  ;  for  a  man  and  horse  twelve  and  a  half  cents  ;  all  lead  horses  and  droves  of  horses,  jacks  and 
mules  three  cents  each  ;  for  droves  of  cattle  one  and  a  half  cents  each  ;  and  for  droves  of  hogs  and  sheep  one  and  a 
half  cents  each.  ,, 

HI  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  undertaker  and  his  assigns  from  the  time  the  said  road  shall  be  so  received 
by  the  said  justices  of  ihe  county  court  aforesaid  as  a  turnpike  road,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  invested  with  the  right 
of  property  of  the  said  road  for  the  term  mentioned  in  the  contract,  and  all  dug-ways,  bridges  and  cause- ways,  by  him 
or  them  made  for  the  use  of  said  road  ;  and  every  person  who  shall  wilfully  obstruct  the  s-Ad  road  by  cutting  down  into 
the  same  any  tree  or  trees,  or  shall  wilfully  break  down  or  destroy  any  bridge,  wharf  or  cause-way,  or  throw  any  rocks 
or  oiher  obsructions  into  the  same,  shall  forfeit  ar:d  pay  the  undertaker  or  his  assigns  as  owner  of  the  said  turnpike  road, 
the  penal  sum  of  forty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  before  any  jurisdiction  having  cognizance  thereof;  and  the  offender 
shall  be  further  liable1  to  an  action  in  the  name  of  the  said  undertaker  or  his  assigns  as  owner  of  the  said  turnpike  for 
the  injary  done  to  the  same. 

IV.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  present  public  road  called  the  Yellow  Mountain  Road  shall  continue  a  public 
road,  and  the  hands  living  near  the  same,  now  liable  to  be  called  to  work  thereon,  shall  con  nue  liable  to  work  thereon 
sintil  ths  'urnpike  before  msntioced,  shal5  be  comnleted  and  received  by  the  justices  oi  said  court,  and  the  undertaker 
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L.aiBauthoiised  to  receive  tolls  ;  and  thereafter  the  said  hands  shall  be  exempted  from  working  on  =11  such  parts  thereof  as 
-'•v^-the  said  trustees  shall  have  designated  as  parts  of  the  said  turnpike,-  which  shall  be  kept  in  repair  by  tiie  undertaker  and 
his  assigns,  during  the  continuance  of  the  contract. 

V.  Beit  junker  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  where  the  said  trustees- shall  designate  the  said  road  in  such  manner  aste 
injure  the  owners  of  la.id,  the  persons  so  injured  trwy  apply  to  the  justices  of-said  county  court,  who,  on  complaint  made 
.jo  them,  shall  order  the  difmages  to  beassessed  by  a  jury,  and  cause  the  amount-io  be  paid  to  the  party  injured,  cut  of 
•the  county  tax. 
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passage  of  Fish,' between  the  first  dayot  February  and  the.  first  day  of  May  inclusive,  in  every  year,  at  Currituck  In  - 
or  any  qf  the  channels  within  thiee  miles  thereof,  at  New  Inlet  or  any  of  the  channels  within   three  miles  thereof. 


.  CHAP.  CVII. 

A  rt  actto  prohibit  fthstructions  to  the  passage  of  Fish  through  Currituck  and  New'Inlets  and  the  Narrows  of  Currimck  Sound. 

BE  it  enacted  bi/  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Norih-CaroHna>  and  it  is  hereby  enactedby  the  au* 
thority  of  the  same,  That  in  future  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  haulany  seine  or  set  any  net,  weir  or  other  obstructions   tc 
the; 
Jet  or ; 
and  at  the  narrows  of  Currituck  Sound  or  in  any  of  the  channels. 

II.  Andie  it  further  enacted,  Thatif  any  person  shall  directly  or  indirectly  offend  against  the  provisions  contained  in 
the  foregoing  section,  he  shall  upon  conviction,  or  indictment  before  any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction,  be  fined 
in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  each  and  every  time  he  shall  so  haul.a  seine  or  set  a  net;  and  if  it  bea  weir  or  o- 
ther  obstructions,  he  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  as  for  a  common  nuisance :  one  half  of  the  penalty 
hereby  imposed  to  be  given  to  him,  her  or  them  that  will  first  inform  of  the  offence,  and  the  other  half  to  the  poor  ol 
the  county  in  which  the  conviction  may  be  bad. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  slave  convicted  of  offending  against  the  provisions  of  this  act,  unless  he  ap- 
pears to  have  acted  under  the  express  direction  of  his  ovmeiyshall  be  sentenced  to  leceive  thirty-nine  lasl.es  on  his  bare 
back. 

IV. .  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be- the  duty  of  the  superior  and  county  coutt  of  Currituck,  to  give  this 
.act  in  charge  to  the  grand  jury  :  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  any  persons,  inhabit- 
ants of  the  counties  of  Curtituck  and  Hyde  from  fishing  as  heretofore. 


CHAP.  CVIil. 

An  act  to  regulate  the  Coopering  of  Naval  Stores  and  Inspection  of  Staves,  Heading  and  Shingles,  in  I  he  Port  of  Wilmington. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assetnbly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enactedby  the  au-, 
ihorifi  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  thepassir-e  ot  this  act,  it  shall  not  be  lawlui  for  any  slave  to  act  as  Cooper  o^ 
naval  stores,  and  Inspector  of  staves,  heading  and  shingles  without  his,  her  or  their  master  or  mistress  shall  enter  uto 
bond  and  security,  conditioned  with  the  faithful  performance  of  said  cooper  and  inspector  slave,  and  any  person  injured 
by  the  inspection  of  said  cooper,  may  seek  redress  by  a  suit  upon  said  bond. 

If.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  court  of  pleas  atid  quarter  sessions  of  New-Hanover  caur.ty  shall,  at  their 
first  term  after  the  first  day  of  May  next,  appoint  one  or  more  discreet  persons,  being  judges  of  said  articles,  to  act  as. 
commissioner  upon  all  disputes  which  may  arise  between  the  vender  and  inspector  or  purchaser,  when  appeals  n:ay 
be.taken  to  him,  Jur  which  said  commissioner  shall  receive  ail  the  fees  allowed  for  inspecting  said  articles  instead  of 
the  inspector,  frcm  which  an  appeal  is  taken. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  free  person  presuming  to  act  as  inspector  or  cooper  of  naval  stores  t%  afore- 
said, without  giving  bond  and  security  agreeable  to  law,  shall  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  ten  pounds,  recover- 
able  before  any  jurisdiction  having  cognizance  thereof,  one  halt  to  the  use  of  the  informer  and  the  other  to  the  use  of 
the  county  aforesaid  ;  and  it  is  hereby  declared  .that  all  owners  of  slaves  violating  this  act,  are  responsible  for  the  pe- 
nalty hereby  prescribed. 

CHAP.  CIX. 

An  act  to  appoint  Commissioners  for  the -town  of  Jamestown  in  the  co»nty  of  Guilford,  and  to  incorporate  the  same. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  audit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  all* 
.thority  oj  the  same,  That  Richard  Mendenhall,  Eleven  Charles,  Richard  H-,y  worth,  Solomon  Haywonh,  and  John  Tol- 
bert  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners  for  the  town  of  Jamestown  in  the  county  of  Guilford,  and  they 
are  hereby  declared  to  possess  full  power  and  authority  to  -dopt  such  rules  and  regulations,  and  pass  such  bve~!aws  as 
may  appear  to  them  necess»ry  for  the  good  order,  regulation  and  government  of  said  town)  Provided,  the  same  is 
not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  and  constitution  of  this  state  or  of  the  United  State*,  and  th-.y  aie  hereby  declared  to  pos-> 
sess  the  same  power  and  authority  as  is. usually  exercised  by  the  commissioners  of  all  other  incorporated  towns  in  thtS 
state,  in  the  advancement  and  promotion  of  the  some. 


CHAP.  CX. 

An  act  to  authorise  vthe  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  Pasquotank  county  to  raise  the  poor  tax,  and  for  other  purposes*. 

WHEREAS,  the  poor  in  the  county  of  Pasquotank  are  numerous  and  badiy  pnevided  for,  and  the  certificates  grant- 
ed for  their  maintenance,  are  depreciated  much  below  their  nominal  value,  for  remedy  whereof, 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  uU- 
thority  of  the  same,  That  the  justices  of  the  court  of  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  of  Pasquotank  county,  at  any  time  here- 
after, when  a  majority  of  the  acting  justices  of  said  county  are  in  session,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  Ly  a 
poll  tax  on  all  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  said  county,  not  exceeding  ten  shillings  on  the  poll,  and  a  tax  on  the  real 
property  in  said  county  not  exceeding  five  shillings  on  each  hundred  dollars  value  of  real  property,  for  the  purpos*  df 
paying  off  the  certificates  heretofore  granted  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  and  the  better  supporting  the  poor  here- 
after, and  the  same  power  and  authority  to  exercise  from  time  to  time  hereafter,  when  a  majority  of  the  acting  justices 
shall  be  present :  Provided,  That  there  shall  be  no.mcie  taxes  laid  in  any  one  year,  than  shall  in  the  whole  amount 
to  ten  shillings  on  the  poll  as  aforesaid,  and  five  shillings  on  each  hundred  dollars  value  as  aforesaid,  and  the  said  jus- 
tices in  session  as  aforesaid,  a  majority  being  present,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  lay  a  tax  for  the  purpose 
of  building  a  work-house  or  poor-house  or  both,  at  their  discretion,  in  the  county  of  Pasquotank  for  the  reception,  ac- 
commodation and  employment  of  the  poor  of  said  county  ;  and,  that  they  shall  appoint  commissioners  for  the  purpose 
of  having  the  same  built,  who  shall  draw  a  plan  of  said  houses  and.advertise  in  thi  ee  public  places,  the  letting  out  of  the 
building  of  said  houses  to  the  lowest  bidder,  at  least  twenty  days  before  the  letting  out  of  the  same ;  and  the  undertaker 
or  undertakers  of  said  buildingSishall  enter  into  bo»d  with  good  security,  for  the  performance  of  said  undertaking  pay- 
able to  the  commissioners  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  said  county,  and  the  said  justices  in  session,  a  majority  being  pre- 
sent, shall  at  any  court  hereafter,  have  full  power  and  authority,  to.  make  all  necessary  rules,  regulations,  restriction*, 
provisions  and  limitations  for  the  proper  management  of  the  poor  of  said,  county,  and  the  reception,  accommodation  and 
employment  of  the  same,  and  the  purchase  of  necessary  implements  and  materials  necessary  to  effect  the  object  of  this 
act,  and  to.  employ  superintendants  for  the  poor,,  and  grant  them,  suitable  salaries  for  their  services  :  Provided  never- 
theless,  That  no;  tax  shall  be  laid  for  said  purpose,  which  shall  cause  thepoor  tax  laid  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  exceed  in 
thewhole,  ten  shillings  on  each  taxable  poll,  and  five  shillings  .on  each  hundred  dollars  value  on  real  estate,  in  any  one' 
year. 

II.  Be  it  enacted,  That  thesheriff  of  Pasquotank  county,  shall  collect  and  account  forthe  tax  laid  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
jh  the  same  manner  as  for  the  poor  tax  heretofore  laid  in  said  county  ;  and.  in  case  of  failure  thereof,  shall  be  liable 
to  the  same  process  and  judgment  that  he  now  is  by  law,  for  the  collection  of  the  poor  tax. 

III.  Be  it  enacted,  That  all  act*  and  clauses  of  acts,  coming  within  the  purview  and  meaning  of  this  act,  are  hereby 
repealed  and  made  void.. 


Hatcg  of  Itorrtj-tfaroTfoa.  ■*& 

CH'AP.  CXI  1S16 

An  act  to  authorise  certain  persons  therein  named  to  collect  the  arrears  of  taxes  due  them.  >y-»-" 

BE  it  enacted  by  the'General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  -North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  Samuel  Hy man,  late  sheriff  of  Martin  county,  be  and  he  is  are  hereby  authorised  to  collect 
the  arreats  of  taxes  due  to  him  in  said  county,  for  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen  and  eighteen  hundred  and 
fourteen.  That  Isaac  Baxtcn,  late  sheriff  of  Curi  ituck  county,  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to.  collect  the  arrears  6( 
taxes  due  him  in  said  county,  for  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and4hi«een  and  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen.  That 
Gabriel  Holmes,  late  sheriff  of  New-Hanover  county,  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  collect  the  arrears  of  taxes  c'ue 
him  in  said  county,  for  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  eighteen  hundred  and  thir- 
teen and  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen.  That  Lewis  Bryan,  late  sheriff  of  Lenoir  county,  be  and  he  fa  hereby  authorised 
to  collect  the  arrears  of  taxes  due  him  in  said  county,  for  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  eighteen  hundred  arid 
twelve,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  arid  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen.  That  Joshua  Williamson,  late  she;' iff  of 
Columbus  county,  he  authorised  to  collect  the  an  ears  of  taxes  due  him  in  said  county,  for  the  years  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirteen  and  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen.  That  Daniel  Glisson,  late  she/iff  of  Duplin  county,  be  authorised  to 
collect  the  arrears  of  taxes  clue  him  in  said  county,  for  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  eighteen  "hundred  ;>nd 
twelve,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen  and  eighteen  hundred  andfifieen.  Tl.it  Daniel 
M'Dowell,  late  sheriff  of  Haywood  count}',  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  collect  the  arrears  of  taxes  due  him  in 
said  county,  for  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  nine,  eighteen  hundred;  andten,  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  eighteeh 
hundred  and  twelve,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen  and  eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 
Tnat  William  Pierce,  late  a  collector  of  taxes  in  district  No.  three,  of  Martin  county,  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised 
to  collect  the  arrears  of  taxes  due  him  in  said  district,  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eight ;  and  tha^  Alexander 
Ilnwland,  late  sheriff  of  Robeson  county,  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  collect  the  arrears  of  taxes  due  him  in  said 
county,  for  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen  anffc 
eigiteen  hundred  and  fifteen.  Jesse  Alexander,  late  sheriff  of  Tyrrell  county,  be  authorised  to  collect  the  arrears  oi 
taxes  due  him  for  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen  and  eighteen  bundle;!  anil 
fifteen.  Also  James  Dunning-,  late  sheiiff  of  Guilford  county  to  collect  the  arrears  of  taxes  for  eighteen  hundred  anr! 
thirteen,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen  and  eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen.  And  Samuel  Cox,  is  hereby  authorised  to 
collect  the  taxes  due  him  as  sheiiff  of  Ashe  county,  for  eighteen  hundred  and  nine,eignteen  hundred  and  ten,  eighteen.! 
hundred  and  eleven,  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen  and  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen.. 
Which  said  collections  respectively,  shall  be  made  under  the  same  rules,  regulations  and  lestrictions,  as  all  other 
collections  of  public  taxes  in  this  state  :  Provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  authorise* 
the  said  sheriffs  or  any  of  them  to  collect  any  of  said  taxes  from  executors  or  administrators,  or  from  persons  removed 
from  the  county,  or  from  those  who  will  voluntarily  swear  before  some  justice  of  the  peace,  that  the  taxes  so  claimed 
h?.ve  been  paid.  And  Provided  also,  trat  this  act  shall  continue  in  force  for  one  year  and  no  longer:  Provided,  that 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  bs  construed  to  pievent  said  sheriffs  from  collecting  arrears  of  taxes  from  thoseexe- 
culors  or  administrators,  who  may  voluntarily  pay  the  same  believing  them  to  be  due. 

CHAP.  CXII. 

An  act  to  authorize  Isaac  Barber  of  Perquimons  county  to  make  a  road,  cut  a  canal  to  drain  the  same  and  for  other  purposes. 

WHEREAS  it  is  represented  to  this  General  Assembly  that  a  roadleadiug  from  Nixon's  Float  Bridge        * 
in  Perquimons  county,  nearly  a  south  course  so  as  to  intersect  the  road  begua  by  Josiah  Collins  in  Chow- 
an county,  would  shorten  the  distance  very  considerably,  and  thereby  recder  a  great  convenience  to  the 
carriage  of  the  mail  and  to  persons  travelling  from  Edentcn  to  Elizabeth  City,  and  Isaac  Barber,  Esquire* 
of  Perquimons  county  being  desirous  to  make  said  road,  &c. 

BE  a  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  couoty  courts  of  Perquimons  and  Chowan  and  the 
said  courts  are  hereby  required  upon  application  that  they  each  appoint  a  jury  of  twelve  men  who  shall  be 
possessed  of  a  freehold  in  the  county  appointing  the  same,  and  it  shall  be  fowiul  for  the  said  Jurors  when 
appointed  to  go  on  the  premises  and  lay  off  said  road  in  such  direction  as  to  them  shall  appear  mosteX^ 
pedient,  which  Jurors  are  also  required  to  adjudge  the  damages  if  to  them  any  appear  that  will  be  suJtaio 
edby  the  o*/ner  orowners  of  any  tract  or  tracts  of  land  in  conseqatice  of  saidroad  and  canal  passing  through 
the  same,  and  make  return  thereof  each  jury  to  the  court  appointing  the  same,  and  Usha'l  be  the  duty  of 
the  person  or  persons  making  said  road  to  pay  such  damages  before  said  road  shall  pass  through  such 
tract  or  tracts  of  land,  but  shall  not  be  liable  until  said  canal  shall  enter  the  premises. 

II.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Isaac  Barber  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  enter  upon, 
the  premises  after  sa:d  read  shall  be  'aid  off  an  aforesaid,  with  full  privilege  to  cut  a  canal  not  to  exceed 
twelve  feet  iu  width  for  the  purpose  of  drah  ing  said  road,  and  that  he  shall  also  have  authority  to  open 
the  way  for  said  road  on  the  caurf  not  to  exce  d  forty  feet  in  width,  with  the  privilege  cf  cutting  timber 
most  convenient  for  the  making  and  repairing  said  road. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  s hail  be  lawful  for  the  said  Isaac  Barber  to  erect  a  turnpike  gate 
across  said  r»ad,  and  to  a«k,  demand  and  receive  from  all  persons  passing  said  gate,  the  following  toll  (to 
wit.)  for  each  four  wheeled  carriage,  forty  cents;  for  each  horse  and  chair  including  the  rider  or  riders, 
twenty  cents  ;  for  each  man  and  horse,  ten  cents;  for  carts  of  every  description,  fifteen  cents;  for  each 
foot  passenger,  five  certs ;  for  each  horse,  mule  or  Jack,  five  cents ;  for  each  head  of  cattle,  five  cegts; 
•and  for  each  head  of  hogs  or  sheep,  two  cents. 

IV.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  jury  at  the  time  of  laying  out  said  road  shall  select  some  conve- 
nient and  proper  place  to  erect  the  gate  across  said  road,  and  lay  off  one  acre  of  land  adjoining  the  place 
so  selected  and  at  the  same  time  adjudge  the  value  thereof,  which  the  said  Isaac  Barber  shall  pay,  aird  on 
the  payment  ther-eof  the  rights  of  said  lands  shall  be  vested  in  him  and  his  heirs  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
a  house  and  toll  gale,  &c. 


V.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sole  right,  use  and  benefit  of  said  canal  and  road  and  the  acreo; 
land  condemned  as  aforesaid,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  vested  in  the  said  Isaac  Bar 
her,  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  aud  during  the  term  of  ninety-nine  years  from  and  after  the  passing  this 
act :  Provided  nevertheless.  That  in  case  the  said  Isaac  Barber  cr  his  heirs  shall  not  complete  the  saWI  road 
in  seven  years  from  and  after  the  passing  this  act,  then  to  be  void  aod  of  no  effect. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  an  act  entitled  "  an  act  to  authorize  Samuel  Nixon  of  Perq*wiSi»na 
county  to  make  a  road  and  cut  a  canal  to  drain  the  same,  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eieht  hundred 
and  thirteen,    be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

CHAP.  CXIIL 

w         _  An  act  to  make  valid  and  confirm  certain  orders  of  the  county  court  of  Stokes. 

WHEREAS   doubts  have  arisen  whether  the  county  court  of  Stokes  had  authority  under  the  existing 
laws  to  order  the  b-udmg  a  court  house  in  said  county  and  to  lay  a  tax  to  defrav  the  expenses  tner«6fc  to" 
•  remove  which  doubts  therefore,  '  '  " 


VW' 


5Q  liato.iS  of  j&ortSKaroIine. 

i*  10  £.£  *r  enccffd  fo/  rAe  General  Assembly  of  the  Statt  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  at: 
"^thority  of  the  same,  That  the  several  orders  and  resolutions  entered  into  by  the  Justices  of  the  county  court 
of  Stokes  at  the  last  June  term  respectiug  the  building  a  court  house  and  laying  a  tax  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses thereof,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  made  valid  and  confirmed  to  the  full  extent  of  the  same  as 
fully  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  the  same  had  been  .made  by  virtue  of  a  special  act  of  Assembly  'fo* 
'hat  purpose,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

CHAP.  CXIV. 

An  act  to  establish  and  incorporate  a  town  hy  the  name  of  Lenoxville  in  the  county  of  Carteret. 

WHEREAS  James  McJftnlay  of  the  town  of  Newbern  is  desirous  that  a  town  should  be  laid  out  and 
incorporated  on  his  lands  lyirig  on  the  waters  of  North  River  and  Taylors  Creek  at  the  point  of  land  called 
Chadwick's  point  in  the  county  i?f  Carteret,  and  whereas  the  said  James  McKinlay  hath  caused  a  true  and  per- 
fect plan  of , the  said  town  to  Unmade  oa  parchment,  and  as  the  establishment  of  such  town  will  be  of 
great  benefit  to  the  inhabitants  and  lo.the  commerce  of  said  county, 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  AsscriWy  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted -by  the  au 
thority  of  the  same,  That  the  plan  of  thfcf  aid  town  made  as  aforesaid  shall  be  established  and  confirmed 
as  a  true  plan  of  the  said  town,  and  a  copy  thereof  shall  be  deposited  with  the  Register  of  the  count} 
aforesaid,  subject  to  the  inspection  of  any  person  desirous  of  inspecting  the  same,  and  the  said  town  is 
hereby  incorporated  into  a  township  by  the  name  of  Lenoxville,  and  said  Jame3  McJCinlay  and  Henry  M~ 
Cooke  and  Jechonias  Pigott  of  the  county  of  Carteret  shall  be  commissioners  of  the  said  town,  and  said 
commissioners  shall  have  the  same  powers  as  the  commissioners  of  Newbern. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  several  laws  now  in  force  respecting  the  town  c£  Newbern  so  far 
-:s  the  same  are  applicable  to  the  town  now  established  and  are  not  repealed,  inconsistent  with  one  another 
or  otherwise  provided  for,  shall  be  in  full  force  and  virtue  in  the  said  town  of  Lenoxville, 

CHAP.  CXV. 

An  act  appointing  commissioners  to  run  out  and  nurlc  the  dividing  Una  between  the  counties  of  Buncombe  and  Rurherford  from 

the'Sujrp.r  Loaf  Mountain  totiie  Burke  line. 

BEit  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  andit  is  hereby  enacted  bi/  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  John  Patten  and  John  Miller,  Esquires  of  the  county  of  Buncombe,  and  Fran- 
cis Alexander  and  John  Carson  of  the  county  of  Rutherford,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  commis- 
sioners with  power  to  employ  such  chain  carriers  and  attendants  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  enable  them 
;o  run,  ascertain  and  mark  theboundary  line  between  said  counties  of  Buncombe  and  Rutherford  agreeable 
-to  the  acts  of  Assembly  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,  and  the  line  after  being  so  run  and  marked 
shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  dividing  line  between  said  counties  of  Buncombe  and 
Rutherford,,  and  the  said  commissioners  shall  within  three  months  after  running  out  said  line,  make  out 
two  fair  plats  thereof,  and  return  one  to  the  county  court  of  Buncombe  and  one  to  the  county  court  of 
.  Rutherford,  which  plats  so  returned  shall  be  recorded  in  each  court. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  commissioners  and  chain  carriers  for  their  trouble  in  superin- 
tending and  markingsaid  diviclingline,  shall  be  entitled  to  such  pay  as  their  county  court  respectively  shall 
allow  them  to  be  paid  out  of  the  countv  tax :  Provided  always,  That  the  ascertaining  the  dividing  line  and 
.boundary  aforesaid  shall  not  effect  any  title  or  titles  to  the  lands  in  eithu'  of  the  counties. 

CHAP.  CXVI. 

An  act  to  establish  Moore's  Academy  on  ten  mile  creek  in  the  county  of  Sampson  and  to  incorpora'e  the  trustees  thereof. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  Lewis  Moore,  James  Frederick,  David  Kornegay,  Fiarcis  Shines,  Thorn  a  K. 
Terrence,  Jonathan  W.  Mosely,  James  Faison  and  their  successors,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declare  d  to 
i  be  abody  politic  and  corporate  to  be  kn own  and  disti  guished  by  the  name  of  "the  Presided,  and  Trus- 
tees of  Moore's  Academy,"  and  by  that  namejshall  have  perpetual  succession,  and  sha'l  be  able  and  cnpable  io 
'aw  to  have,  receive  and  possess  any  quantity  of  land  and  tenements,  goods,  chattels  and  monies,  ihat  may 
be  given  to  them,  and  apply  the  same  accordi  ig  to  the  wilt  of  the  donor,  and  dispose  of  the  same  whet 
not  forbidden  by  the  terms  ot  said  gift,  they  may  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  any  court 
within  this  state  shall  have  power  to. appoint  other  or  more  trustees  and  to  fill  the  place  of  such  as  may 
die,  remove,  resign  or  be  incapable  of  acting,  establish  such  la^vs  and  regulations  for  the  government  ol 
said  institution  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  order  and  good  morals,  elect  a  professor  or 
professors,  tutors  and  other  officers,  and  to  do  and  perform  all  such  acts  and  things  as  are  incident  to  and 
usually  exercised  by  bodies  politic  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  contemplated. 

CHAP.  CXVll. 

An  act  to  secure  to  Sarah  Chiles  of  the.  county  of  Anson  wife  of  Thomas  Chiles  such  estate  as  she  may  hereafter  acquire. 
,  "WHEREAS  Sarah  Chiles  wife  of  Thomas  Chiles, hath  petitioned  this  General  Assembly  to  secure  to 
her  such  estate  as    he  may  hereafter  acquire,  and  it  appears  that  due  notice  has  been  given  to  the  said  Tho- 
mas  Chiles  and  that  he  hath  given  his  consent  thereto, 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  all  the  estate  both  real  and  personal  which  Sarah  Chiles  wile  of  Thomas  Chilee 
of  the  county  of  Anson,  may  hereafter  acquire,  either  by  gift,  grant,  descent  or  purchase,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  secured  to  the  said  Sarah  Chiles  free  and  cleai  from  the  claim  of  her  hus'and  Thomas  Chiles^ 
II.  And  be  it  further  enacted*  That  the  said  Sarah  Chiles  is  hereby  barted  from  any  claim  on  the  said: 
Thomas  Chiles  for  alimony  or  any  right  of  D'  wer  or  distributive  shure  of  his  estate 

CHAP.  CXVI1I. 

An  act  for  opening  a  Tuinpike  Uoad  at  Mill's  Gap. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  George  Jones,  Richard  Allen,  Alexander  Catuth,  and  David  Jackson  of  Rutherford  county. 
and  William  Spann,  Asa  Edney,  and  Thomas  Case  of  Buncombe  county  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  commis- 
sioners to  let  out  the  opening  of  a  Turnpike  Road  at  or  near  Mill's  Gap,  in  the  counties  of  Rutherford  and  Buncombe, 
to  any  person  or  persons  who  will  undertake  the  same  on  terms  ihe  most  advantageous  to  the  public,  and  in  ca6e  of 
{he  death,  lefusal  or  disability  to  serve,  of  any  of  the  aforenamed  commissioners,  tne  other  commissioners  or  the  coun- 
ty courts  of  Rutherford  or  Buncombe,  shall  appoint  a  commissioner  to  serve  in  thek  place.  The  stid  commissioners 
v  or  any  five  of  them,  shall  meet  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient,  and  view  and  Jay  off  the  ground  over  which  they  may 
think  it  most  eligible  to  Jay  off  said  turnpike  road,  and  shall  appoint  a  day  not  less  than  a  month  theieafter,  on  which 
they  will  let  out  the  opening  of  the  said  road,  and  the  person  who  will  do  it  on  the  lowest  terms  shall  ha?s  the  prefcr= 
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ence,  and  advertisements  of  the  lime  and  place  of  ietti-g  out  the  said  mud  shall  be  set  up.'t  three  or  more  public  pla-l8t& 
ces  in  each  county  aforesaid,  for  three  weeks  before  the  so  letting  out  said  road.  And  it  is  further  provided,  that  the^vv 
toll  for  passing  over  said  road  shall  not  exceed  the  following  rates,  to-wit.  for  every  wagon  or  four  wheeled  carriage 
seventy  five  cents  ;  for  every  two  wheel  carriage  thirty  cents  j  and  for  every  man  and  horse  ten  cents  ;  for  every  horse 
four  cents  ;  for  every  head  of  cattle  three  tents  ;  and  for  every  head  of  sheep  or  hogs  two  cents  :  when  the  person  cr 
persons  who  may  contract  for  the  opening  of  said  roud  shall  have  finished  the  same,  he  or  they  shall  give  notice  there- 
of to  the  commissioners,  who  shall  meet  and  view  the  said  read,  and  if  they  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  be  of  opinion 
thai  the  said  road  is  opened  and  cut  agreeable  to  the  contract  so  made,  then  they  shall1  give  a  certificate  of  the  same  to 
'he  said  contractor  or  contractors,  which  shall  authorise  him  or  them  to  erect  a  gate  or  gates  on  the  said  road,  to  exact 
the  stipulated  rates  of  toll  for  passing  over  said  road  :  Provided,  that  the  said  gate  or  gates  are  placed  tastward  of  where 
the  road  leading  over  the  mountain  at  Cooper's  Gap  intersects  the  Mill's  Gap  road  or  otherwise  so  place  them  that 
no  persons  or  property  crossing  the  mountain  at  Coopers'  Gap,  shall  be  liable  to  pay  toil  on  the  Mill's.  Gap 
road.  If  at  any  time,  the  contractor  or  contractors  for  opening  said  turnpike  road,  shall  not  keep  the  same  in 
good  and  sufficient  repair,  the  commissioners  or  any  three  ol  them  shall  view  the  said  road,  and  are  hereby  empowered 
to  suspend  the  payment  of  any  toil  whatsoever,  by  any  person  passing  said  road,  until  the  same  is  worked  on  and  put 
in  good  order,  and  the  person  or  persons  who  have  contracted  for  the  opening  the  said  road,  shall  be  liable  to  the  same' 
proceedings  to  be  had  against  them  in*  the  courts  of  Rutherford  and  Buncombe  counties,  as  other  overseers  of  roads  in 
said  counties.  And  if  at  any  time,  the  contractor  or  contractors  for  opening  said  road,  s'.ould  for  the  space  of  three 
met  ths,  neglect  ci  refuse  du'y  to  repair  said  road,  then  and  in  that  case  it  shall  be  t!;e  duty  of  the  said  commissioners 
ov  at. y  five  of  them,  to  view  the  said  road,  and  if  such  fact  is  ascertained  to  them,  to  declare  that  all  right,  and  interest 
accruing  to  said  contractor  or  contractors  in  said  road,  has  ceased  and  become  of  none  effect.  The  said  turnpike  road 
shall  not  exte.id  Farther  than  one  mile  from  the  foot  of  the  mountain  on  the  east  side,  nor  farther  than  one  mile  west  of 
Point  Look  Out  in  Buncombe  county  ;  and  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  shall  have  power  to  alter  and  remove  the  road 
within  bounds  above  specified,  and  to  stop  up  the  old  road  without  making  any  application  to  the  court  of  Rutherford  or 
Buncombe  counties  for  that  purpose.  Should  any  person,  after  the  above  road  is  turned  by  the  commissioners  afore- 
said, break  round  or  over  the  turnpike  gate  or  gates,  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the  payment  of  toli  or  injure  said  gate 
or  gates,  or  in  any  wise  obstruct  or  stop  up  said  road,  such  person  or  persons  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  for  every  such 
offence  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  to  be  recoveied  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  Rutherford  or  Buncombe  counties,  to 
the  use  of  any  person  suing  for  the  same.  Should  any  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  this  act  become  interested 
or  a  party  in  contracting  for  said  road,  he  or  they  shall  not  thereafter  act  as  a  commissioner,  but  another  shall  be  ap- 
pointee to  3ct  in  his  place  jn  the  manner  before  specified  in  this  act.  The  commissioners  aforesaid  shall  not  make 
any  contract  for  a  turnpike  road  to  be  in  force  for  a  longer  term  than  fifteen  years. 


CHAP.  CX1X. 

An  act  to  establish  and  Gcr.firm  the  judgment  oPthe  Superior  Court  of  'aw  of  Richmond  county,  divorcing  Matthew  Cole  and  his 

wife  Elizabeth  from  the  bonds  of  niurimony. 
WHEREAS,  it  appears  from  a  transcript  legally  autbenticated-that  Matthew  Cole'of  the  county  of  Richmond,  fifed 
his  petition  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  Superior  Ccurt  of  Law  for  said  county,  containing  allegations  and  charges  against 
his  wife  Eliz  beth  fcr  committing  the  crime  of  adultery  and  praying  a  divorce  from  the  bonds  of  matrimony,  and  at 
the  last  September  term  of  said  court  the  petition  came  on  to  be  heard  and  the  allegations  were  substantiated  by  evi- 
dence and  found  true  by  a  lawful  jury  impannelled  for  that  purpose:  whereupon  it  was  ordered,  sentenced  and  de- 
creed by  the  suid  court  that  the  petitioner,  Matthew  C<i)e,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth,  the  defendant,  be  divorced  from  the) 

-therefore, 
ereby  enacted  by  the  au* 
i  judgment  and  decree  of  the  superior  courf  of  law  for  the  county  of  Richmond!? 
divorcing  Matthew  Cole  of  the  county  of  Richmond,  from  his  wife  Elizabeth  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  established 
and  coafi;  rned. 


CHAP.  CXX. 

An  act  directing-  the  officers  of  the  ninth  regiment  of  cavalry,  which  is  attached  to  the  fifteenth  brigade,  to  hold  their  courts  martial 
at  Morganton,  so  far  as  respects  the  officers  of  the  troops  of  Burke  county.  — ■ 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  the  officers  of  the  ninth  regiment  of  cavalry  which  is  attached  to  the  Site  enth  brigade  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  authorised,  empowered  and  directed  to  hold  cheir  courts  martial  at  Morganton,  so  far  as  respects  the 
officers  of  the  troops  of  Burke  county  ;  Provicfrd,  That  a  majority  of  the  said  officers  be  always  present  previous  to  their 
proceeding  to  business,  and  the  said  courts  martial  shall  be  held  at  the  said  place,  at  the  same  time,  and  under  the  same 
rules,  regulations  and  restrictions  as  have  been  heretofore  prescribed  by  law  in  similar  cases. 

CHAP.  CXXI. 

An  act  to  establish  and  lay  off  a  Town  on  the  lands  of  John  Marine,  in  Richmond  county. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  of  JVorth- Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  That  John  Marine;-  Charles  Marine,  and  George  Wright,  sen.  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  com- 
missioners  to  lay  off  a  town  on  the  lands  of  John  Marine  in  Richmond  county,  to  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
Rochdale,  and  that  the  aforesaid  commissioners  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  lay  off 
such,  quantity  of  land  belonging  to  the  said  John  iVarine  .as  may  appear  to  them  advisable,  into  acre  or  half  acre  lots, 
with  convenient  streets  and  alleys,  and  the  said  lots  when  so  laid  off,  shall  be  for  the  sole  benefit  and  free  disposal  of  the 
said  John  Marine. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  the  said  commissioners  ^hall  have  completed  the  business  hereby  assign- 
ed to  them,  they  shall  make  a  return  of  a  fair  platt  and  representation  thereof,  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  Richmond 
county,  which  shall  be  by  him  recorded  in  the  books  of  his  office,  pretisely  designating  the  lots,  streets  and  alleys  of 
tfie  said  town,  to  which  all  persons  hereafter  concerned  may  have  reference. 

CHAP.  CXXU. 

An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  town  of  Germanton,  in  the  county  of  Stokes. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au* 
ihonty  of  the  same,  That  Andrew  Bowman,  Jeremiah  Gibson  and  William  G.  Haynes,  be  and  they  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed commissioners  for  the  town  of  Germanton  in  the  county  of  Stokes,  who  shall  continue  in  office  until  the  first 
Saturday  in  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen.  And  on  the  first  Saturday  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  on  the  first  Saturday  in  January  in  each  and  every  year  thereafter,  an  elec- 
tion for  three  commissioners  for  the  said  town,  shall  be  opened  and  held  by  such  person  as  the  commissioners  herein 
appointed  may  direct,  or  by  the  sheriffof  said  county,  at  the  court-house  in  said  town,  and  the  -commisioners  so  elect- 
ed shall  continue  in  office  until  the  next  annual  election. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  commissioner  unless  hs  shall  be 
possessed  of  a  freehold,  and  be  actually  resident  within  the  said  town  :  And  all  free  males  who  are  or  may  be  possess- 
ed of  a  freehold  in  the  said  town,  or  who  may  have  resided  therein  for  the  term  of  one  year  immediately  preceding 
the  day  of  election  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  commissioners  as  aforesaid. 

Ill, -And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  of  the  commissioners  hereby  appointed  or  who  may  hereafter  b?  elected  ac 
oordingto  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  refuse  to  act,  such  person  so  refusing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  dollars 
to  be  recovered  in  the  name  of  the*emaining  commissioners,  to  the  use  of  said  town,  before  any  justice  of  tiie  peaca  m 
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181 6 Stokes  county.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  person  holding  such  election  within  ten  days  thereafter,  to  notify  those 
•<  who  are  elected  thereof,  and  at  the  same  time  to  appoint  a  day  for  them  to  convene,  which  day  shall  be  within  one 
month  after  such  notification. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  commissioners  hereby  appointed  and  such  as  may  hereafter  be  elected  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  respectively  to  make  and  enforce  such  rules, 
regulations  and  bye-lav*s  for  the  good  order  and  government  of  the  said  town,  as  to  them  or  a  majority  of  them  may 
appear  necessary  and  expedient,  i  ot  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  this  state  or  the  United  States  :  And  the  said  com- 
missioners or  a  majority  of  them  are  hereby  authorised  and  empowered  tc  lay  and  cause  to  be  collected  a  tax  on  polk 
and  town  property  in  the  said  town,  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  carrying  into  execution  such  regulations  and 
bye-laws,  as  they  may  adopt : — Provided,  that  such  tax  shall  not  exceed  in  any -one  year  the  tax  laid  by  the  county 
court  of  Stokes,  on  the  same  species  of  taxables. 

V.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  in  case  any  vacancy  may  happen  by  death,  removal  01  refusal  to  act  of  any  of 
the  commissioners  aforesaid,  the  remaining  commissioner  or  commissioners,  shall  appoint  a  day  ot  election  to  supply 
such  vacancy,  and  such  commissioner  so  elected,  shall  possess  the  same-powers  and  authorities  as  if  he  or  they  bad 

-  been  elected  at  the  usual  time. 


CHAP.CXXIII. 

An  act  to  restore/to  the  rights  of  citizenship  certain  persons  therein  mentioned. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State-of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  t/ie  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  Mickell  Watson  of  the  county  of  Wayne  and  Nathaniel  Green  of  the  county  of  Gates,  George 
Blegeof  Rowan,  be  and  they  are  hereby  restored  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizens,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  man- 
ner as  if  they  had  never  been  convicted  of  any  crime  :  Provided,  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed 
1  to  authorise  the  said  Nathaniel  Green,  Michael  Watson,  George  Blege,  or  either  them  to  serve  on  any  jury  in  this  state. 


CHAP.  CXXIV. 

An  act  to  establish  and  confirm  the  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Law  of  Randolph  county,  divorcing  Folly  Shaw  and  her  hus- 
band Haley  Shaw  from  the  bonds  of  matrimony 

WHEREAS,  it  appears  trom  a  transcript  of  a  record  legally  authenticated  that  Polly  Shaw  of  the  county  ot  Ran- 
dolph, filed  her  petition  jn  the  Clerk's  office  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Law  for  said  county,  containing  allegations  and 
charges  against  her  husband  Haley  Shaw,  for  committing  the  crime  of  adultery,  and  praying  a  divorce  from  the  bonds 
of  matrimony.  And  at  the  last  September  term  of  the  said  Superior  Court  of  Law  of  RaHdolph  county,  the  petition 
came  on  to  be  heard  and  the  allegations  were  substantiated  by  evidence,  and  found  true  by  a  lawful  jury  impanneled 
for  that  purpose.-  Whereupon,  it  was  ordered  and  adjudged  and  decreed  that  the  petitioner,  Polly  Shaw,  bedivprced 
and  sepatated  from  the  bonds  of  matrimony  and  nuptial  ties  heretofore  contracted  and  entered  into  with  the  deiti  dam 
Haley  Shaw,  which  judgment,  order  and  decree  remains  to  be  established  and  confirmed  by  an  act  of  tnis  General  As- 
sembly. 

BE  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  ena.ted 
by  the  aathority  of  the  same,  That  the  order,  decree  and  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  oi  Law  of  Randolph  coui'ly, 
divorcing  Polly  Shaw  from  her  husband  Haley  Shaw,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  established  and  confirmed  accordingly. 

CHAP.  CXXV. 

An  act  to  establish  an  Academy  in  the  county  of  Guilford. 
f  BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted 'by  the  au- 
thority oj  the  same,  That  John  Lanclreth,  Robert  Woodburn,  William  Doak,  the  reverend*  John  Coe,  ti.e  levferend 
James  Hanner  and  John  Woodburn,  be  and  they  are  hereby  constituted  a  body  politic  and  corporate  by  t!.e  name  of 
the  tiustees  of  the  Union  Academy  in  the  county  of  Guilford,  and  the  said  trustees  are  hereby  vested  with  all  such 
powers  and  authorities  as  are  usual  for  trustees  thus  incorporated,  to  use  and  exercise.  And  by  the  name  aforesaid 
shall  have  perpetual  succession,  may  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  any  court  in  this  state,  and  shall  have 
power  and  authority  to  receive  and  apply  to  the  use  of  said  Academy  any  donation  either  from  the  public  or  individuals. 

CHAP,  exxvr. 

An  act  concerning  the  Warrenton  Academy. 

WHEREAS,  owing  to  the  dispersed  situation  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Warrenton  Academy,  it  often  be- 
comes difficult  to  procure  the  number  required  by  law  to  constitute  a  Board,  by  which  the  interest  of  said 
institution  suffers. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au* 
thority' of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  any  four  of  the  said  trustees  shall  consti- 
tute a  board,  and  may  when  convened,  pass  all  such  laws,  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  said 
Academy,  which  the  number  heretofore  required  by  law  might  or  could  have  done,  any  law  to  the  con* 
trary  notwithstanding. 

CHAP.  CXXVH. 

An  act  to  authorise  the  commissioTiers  of  the  town  oi'  Edenton  to  levy  /  tax  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  Fire  Engine, 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same.  That  the  commissioners  of  the  town  of  Edenton,  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorised 
to  procure  a  Fire  Engine  with  the  necessary  apparatus  for  the  use  of  the  said  town,  and  to  borrow  as 
much  money  as  may  be  required  to  pay  for  the  same. 

II.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  foregoing  provisions  into  effect 
in  addition  to  the  taxes  which  they  are  at  present  authorised  to  levy,  they  be  and  are  hereby  author-, 
ised  to  levy  annually  for  three  years,  a  further  tax  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  ten  shillings  on  each  hundred 
pounds  value  of  taxable  property  in  the  Said  town,  and  a  poll  tax  not  exceeding  ten  shillings  on  all  per- 
sons liable  to  pay  a  public  poll  tax  within  the  said  town,  which  additional  taxes  shall  be  assessed,  levied 
and  collected,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  taxes  heretofore  levied  in  the  said  town,  and  the  nett  proceeds  of 
which  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  authorised  to  pledge  for  the  payment  of  any  debt  they  may  con- 
tract under  the  provisions  of  this  act; 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  houses  which  are  or  may  be  built  on  the  leased  or  rented 
ground  in  the  said  town  shall  be  subject  to  the  aforesaid  additional  tax  of  ten  shillings  on  the  hundred 
pounds  value,  and  the  said  commissioners- are  hereby  authorised  to  value  and  tax  them  accordingly. 

CHAP.CXXVIII. 

An  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  county  court  of  Iredell. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  isherebj  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  the  justices  of  the  county  court  of  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  of  Iredell  county 
at  the  close  of  the  next  term  of  the  said  court,  shall  adjourn  the  same  to  the  fourth  Monday  of  Jane  next, 
and  all  suits,  pleas,  issues  and  pleadings  which  may  remain  on  the  dockets  of  the  said  court,  at  the  end 
thereof  shall  stand  continued  to  the  said  fourth,  Monday  of  June  next. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  the  said  court  of  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  of  Iredell  sh^U  from 
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and  after  the  next  term  thereof,  be  held  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  March,  June,  September  and  Decern  l»tG 
ber,  in  each  and  every  year,  and  all  writs,  subpoenas,  recognizances  and  other  proceedings  returnable  to""*^ 
said  court,  shall  be  returned  acco  rdingto  the  provisions  of  this  act,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

CHAP.CXXIX. 

An  act  to  removes  sept-rate  election  in  the  county  ot  Stokes.  i 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  andit  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  the  seperate  election  heretofore  established  and  held  at  the  house  of  Johu 
Hatchings  it.  the  county  of  Stokes,  be  removed  to  such  other  place  as  the  commissioners  hereafter  nam- 
ed  shall  appoint,  and  shall  be  there  held  at  the  times  and  for  the  purposes  and  under  the  same  rules,  regula- 
tions and  restrictions  which  the  said  e'ection  has  hen 'of'  re  bcrU  fold  at  the  said  John  Hu  chings. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Thomas  Carr,  Rody  Flynt  and  Charles  Angel, 
be,  and  they  arc  hereby  appointed  commissioners  with  full  power  and  authority  to  fix  on  some  other  suit- 
able and  convenient  place  for  holding  the  said  seperate  election  hereby  removed,  and  when  so  fixed  on 
the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  required  to  make  report  of  their  proceedings  to  the  county  court  of 
Stokes,  to  be  held  on  the  second  Monday  of  June  next. 

CHAP   CXXX. 

An  act  making  allowance  to  witnesses  attending  Cumberland  Superior  and  County  Courts. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Jlssembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  aw 
thority  of  the  same,  That  all  witnesses  who  may  hereafter  attend  the  superior  or   County  courts  of  Cum- 
berland i  i  any  suit,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  ten  shillings  for  each  days  attendance,  and  four  pence  per 
mile  for  travelling  to  and  from  court. 

CHAP.  CXXXI. 

An  act  to  emancipate  Hannah  Howe,  Balaam  Howe,  John  Howe  and  Sally  Howe  children  of  Balaam  and  Lucy  Howe  of  the  county 

of  Brunswick- 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  Hannah  Howe  J'>hn  Howe,  Balaam  Howe  and  Sally  Howe  children  of  Ba- 
laam Howe  and  Lucy  his  wife,  of  the  county  of  Brunswick,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  emancipated  arid  set 
tree,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  free  persons  of  color  within  this  state  in  as 
full  and  ample  manner  as  if.  they  had  been  born  free. 

CHAP.CXXXII. 

An  act  to  appoint  commissioners  for  the  town  and  port  of  Swansborough. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  William  Mitchell,  William  P.  Ferrand,  Bazei  R.  Smith,  John  S.  Jones  and 
Richard  Stefens,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners  oi  the  town  and  port  of  Swansbo- 
rough, with  all  the  powers  and  authority  which  are  already  given  by  law  to  other  commissioners  of  any 
town  and  port  within  th's  state. 

CHAP.  C XXXIII. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  chapter  eighty-nineth,  entitled  *  an  act  to  establish 
i wo  separate  Elections  in  the  county  of  Chatham  and  to  alter  the  mode  of  ho.lding  Elections  in  said  county. ' 

WHEREAS,  under  existing  circumstances,  doubts  are  entertained  as  to  a  true  construction  of  the  a- 
b'jve  recited  act  and  difficulties  often  present  themselves  owing  to  the  impropriety  of  not  closing  the 
polls  at  the  court-house  of  the  county  aforesaid  on  the  day  of  election  before  sun  set,  thereby  subjecting  the 
inspectors  and  others  to  great  trouble  and  inconvenience,  when  at  the  several  seperate  elections  cf  said 
-  cc?untv,  the  polls  are  closed  at  the  hour  of  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  day  oc  which,  the  election 
is  held,  to  accord  in  proceedings  at  the  court-house  with  the  course  pursued  at  the  seperate  tlections  and  to 
remove  al!  doubt3  and  to  remedy  every  inconvenience. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North- Car olinay and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  the  election  directed  to  be  held  by  the  before  recited  act,  as  well  that  at  the  court- 
house as  those  at  the  places  of  seperate  election  shall  be  opened  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  fore  noon,  and  ck  sed 
at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  on  the  day  directed  for  holding  the  same  by  said  act,  any  law  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

CHAP.  CXXXIV. 

An  act.  to  authorize  the  county  court  of  Duplin  to  appoint  commissioners  to  lay-off  a  town  on  the  public  lands  in  said  county. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  the  county  court  of  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  for  the  county  of  Duplin,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  appoint  commissioners  as  soon  as  they  may  deem  it  expe- 
dient for  the  purpose  of  laying  off  a  town,  on  the  public  lands  in  said  county,  which  town  when  so  laid  off 
agreeably  to  the  directions  of  a  majority  of  said  commissioners  shall  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
Kenansville,  and  the  said  commissioners  shall  lay  off  the  said  lots  of  such  size  as  the  said  court  may  di- 
rect with  suitable  streets  or  allies,  and  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  directed  to  return  a  fair  plattand 
full  representation  of  the  said  town,  particularly  designating  the  lots  agreeable  to  their  number,  and  also 
the  streets  and  allies  appertaining  thereto,  to  the  clerks'  office  of  said  county,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  clerk  to  record  the  same  in  the  books  of  his  office,  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  person  at  any  time 
concerned,  and  thereupon  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  directed  to  make  sale  of  the  said  lots  at  auc- 
tion tc  the  highest  bidder,  after  giving  public  notice  thereof,  and  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the 
same  shall  be  by  the  commissioners  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  public  buildings  of  said  county,  who 
shall  apply  the  same  to  the  defraying  the  expenses  of  building  the  new  court-house  in  said  county,  and  the 
commissioners  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  adequate  compensation  for  their  services  to  be  fixed  upon  and 
allowed  by  the  court  of  said  county  ;  said  commissioners  shall  reserve  so  many  lots  contiguous  to  one  ano- 
ther as  shall  make  one  acre  of  ground  for  the  public  uses  of  said  county. 

CHAP.  CXXXV. 

An  act  to  increase  the  penalty  on  those  residing  in  the  town  of  Salem  in  the  county  of  Stokes  who  fail  to  attend  and  work  on  the 

•   public  roads  and  highways. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  each  and  every  person  residing  within 
the  lim.ts  of  the  town  of  Salem,  in  the  county  of  Stokes,  who  by  the  present  existing  laws  is  bound  to. 
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S816work  on  public  roads  aud  highways,  and  who  shall  neglect  to  do  the  came,  after  beirg  duly  summcoe'd, 
'^^shall  be  and  is  hereby  liable  to  the  penalty  of  ten  shillings  to  be  recovered  in  the  sarv:  maimer  and  under 
•    the  same  rules,  regulations  and  restrictions  and  applied  to  the  same  purposes  as  is  by  law  dhecte-J,  ar.ylavv 
.to  the  contrary  notwithstanding'. 


CHAP.CXXXVl. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  passed  in  one  thousand'  eight  hundred  and  ten,  chspt-et  fifty-seven,  entitled  "  an  act  to  appoint  cammis 

sionersfor  the  townnf  Bath,  he. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carclina,  audit  hi  here!?:/,  enacted  by*th?  at:  ■ 
thority  of  the  same,  That  the  acting  commissioners  for  the  town  of  Bath  in  the  county  of  Beaufort,  -hall 
in  future  be,  and  they- are  hereby  anthorized  and  empowered  to  fill  all  vacancies  which  have  or  may*hap- 
pen  in  the  office  of  commissioner  for  said  town,  whether  by  death,  resignation  or  refusal  to  act. 

CHAP.  CXXXV1L 

An  act  to  authorize  James  Moore  of  the  county  of  Martin  to  erect  gates  op.  the  road  leading  from-  Moore's  Ferry  to  Moore's  Store  in 

said  county. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the1  State  of  North  Carolina,  andit  is  lieieby  enacted  by  the  ait* 
thority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  James  Moore  of  the  county1  of  M<*rtiu  to  erect 
two  gates  on  the  road  leading  from  Moore's  Ferry  on  Roanoke  river. to  Moore's  Store,  on  the  road  leading 
from  Plymouth  to  Williamston. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Moore  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  of  all  persons  crossing 
his  ferry  and  passing  said  gates,  the  rate  of  toll  or  ferriage  as  now  settled  by  the  county  court  of  Martin. 


CHAP.  CXXXVIII. 

An  act  directing  the  manner  in  which  patroles  shall  in  future  tr-  appointed  in  the  county  of  _Rii:hm  ond. 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  jN'orth  Carolina,  and  it  hereby  enacted  by  the 
authority  of  the  samt,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  captain  o: 
commanding  officer  of  each  militia  company  in  the  county  of  Richmond,  at  each  company  muster,  to  ap- 
point as  patroles  such  number  of  fit  persons  as  he  may  think  proper,  not  exceeding  ten  for'  each  compa- 
ny, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  perform  and  do  all  the  duties  already  enjoined  by  law  on  patroles  until  the  suc- 
ceeding company  muster,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwitstanding. 

CHAP.  CXXXIX. 

&n  act  naming  the  town  laid  off  in  Montgomery  county  pursuant  1.0  an  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

authorizing  the  removal  of  the  public  buildings  of  saStcounty.' 
BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  Thatthe  town  laid   .if  in  ^he  county  of  -Montgomery  in  conformity  to  the  before  re- 
Vited. act,  shall  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  be  kn^wn  by  the  name  of  Laurenceville. 


CHAP.CXL. 

An  act  tOiauthori-se  the  commissioners  of  the  town  of  Madison  in  th-oou:'.ty  of  Rockingham,  to  purchase  the  land  on  which  the  said 
town  is  situated,  to  make  sale  of  the  lots  and  to  make  title*  to  the  same. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North-Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  town  of  Madison  in  Rockingham  count)  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  vested  with  full  power  and  authority  to  purchase  the  tand  on  which  the  said  town  is  situated, 
t._  make  sale  of  the  lots?  and  to  make  titles  to  the  purchasers  :  and  to  effect  these  objects  they  are  hereby  de- 
clared to  possess  power  and  authority  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  appear  tothem  the  most  advisable 
and  conducive  to  thepromotion'of  the  said  town. 
read  three  times  and  ratified  in  &eneral  assembly,  >        JNO.  BRANCH,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

the  28th  day  of  December,  a.  d.  1816.  £     ■    JA.  IREDELL,  Speaker  of  the  H.  Common*; 

-    A  true  Copy,        "WILLIAM  HILL,  Secretary  of  State. 
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To  amend  the  act  for  appointing  auctioneers,  -        { 

CoucerningCatawoa  river  navigation, 

Do.  navigation  of  Stewart's  creek, 

Respecting  re  uls  hading  to  meeting  houses, 

To  amend  ;h'  p  ..ctssioning- laws, 

Concerning  field  officers  of  militia, 

To  enable  guardians  to  recover  compound  interest, 

To  extend  the  time  for  making  returns  of  surveys, 

To  amend  the  law  respecting  Feme  Coverts, 

To  amend  the  act  concerning  Divorce  and  Alimony, 

Reap  ;cting  the  navigation  of  Roanoke, 

°o-  .  do.        Yadkin,  .    .  ■   . 

For  opening  a  communication  between  Yadkin  8c  Cape-Fear, 
For  removing  logs,  &c.  in  Tar  river, 
Compensation  to  sheriff  for  attending  supreme  court, 
To  build  a  bridge  across  the  Yadkin, 


PRIVATE  ACTS. 

ACADEMIES. 
Respecting  the  Academy  in  Smithville, 
To  establish  an  Academy  in  A'iUiamston,  ; 

J?°-  do.     at  Pleasant  Grove  in  Perquimons, 

~°"  do.    a*  Greensborough,  in  Guilford, 

±J°-  do.     at  Mattamuskeet,  . 

_     °"     ,.  .  do.    in  the  county  of  Carteret, 

To  establish  Moore's  Academy  in  Sampson, 
To  establish  an  Academy  in  the  county  of  Guilford, 
Concerning  the  Warrenton  Academy,  .  . 

COURTS. 
To  alter  the  time  of  holding  Rutherford  court, 
Repealing  the  act  of  1809,  respecting  Wayne  court, 
Relative  to  the  county  court  of  Stokes  and  Surry, 
Altering  the  time  of  holding  Hyde  court, 
Regulating  pay  of  witnesses  in  Duplin  court, 
To  make  valid  certain  orders  of  Stokes  court, 
Altering  county  court  of  Iredell, 

ELECTIONS. 
To  establish  a  separate  election  in  Rowan, 
Respecting  separate  elections  in  Robeson, 

Do  do  do  in  Pitt, 

To  alter  the  time  of  holding  elections  in  Surry, 
Altering  places  of  separate  elections  in  Craven, 
Respecting  elections  in  Jones,  .     . 

Do  do        Haywood, 

Removing  a  separate  election  in  Stokes, 
Respecting  separate  elections  in  Chatham, 

GATES  AND  ROADS.      . 
To  authorise  John  Miller  of  Buncombe  to  erect  a  gate, 

Do    Wm.  Tatum  and  T.  Gray,  to  erect  gates,  : 

vesting  the  profits  of  a  road  in  B.  Howorth, 
Authorising  Jacob  Fields  to  make  a  road, 
Toll  road  and  ferry  on  Roanoke, 


i  Concerning  turnpike  roads  in  Suucorribe, 
3  j  Establishing  a  turnpike  road  in  Burke,  • 

6  5  Isaac  Barber  of  Perquimons  authorised  to  cut  a  road, 
ib  J   for  opening  a  turnpike  road  at  Mill's  gap, 

7  i  To  authorise  James  Moore  to  erect  gates,  • 
lb  \                                              NAVIGATION, 
ib  >  To  incorporate  the  North  river  c^nal  company, 

8  |  Concerning  Dismal  Swamp  canal  company, 
ib  <   Respecting  Lumber  river  navigation,  . 
ib  J  Repealing  the  laws  respecting  Hedgecock  creek, 
ib  5  Do              do     Rose 'Say  turnpike  company, 

9  J  To  improve  the  navigation  of  N-  East  river, 
ib  \  Authorising  M.  Boney  to  cut  a  canal, 

10  \  POUR, 
ib  J  Respecting  wardens  of  the  poor  in  Craven, 
ib.  I   Authorising  an  additional  poor  lax  in  Chowan, 

11  j       Do  do  do        Camden, 

12  i  To  raise  poor  tax  in  Pasquotank, 
ib  |  TOWNS. 

13  i  For  the  government  of  Elizabeth  City, 
ib  \  T°  incorporate  Oxford  in  Granville, 

14  5  Laying  off  more  lots  in  Lincolnton, 
ib  \   Better  regulation  of  Raleigh,  -  , 
16  \  To  incorporate  Greensborough  in  Guilford, 
\f£  Establishing  a  town  in  Surry, 

18  J  Respecting  the  town  of  Hamilton, 

19  j   Concerning  the  town  of  Fayelteville, 
ib  \  To  confirm  a  survey  of  Beaufort, 
ib  5   Appointing  commissioners  for  Jamestown, 
ib   i  To  incorporate  Lenoxville  in  Carteret, 
ib  <  To  establish  a  town1  in  Richmond  county, 
ib   j   For  the  better  regulation  of  Germanton, 

20  5   For  purchasing  a  Fire  Engine  in  Eiienton, 
ib   J  To  appoint  commissioners  for  Swansborough,       ' 
;b   \  For  laying  off  a  towh  in  Duplin, 
2\   S  Respecting  the' town  of  Bath, 

23  |  Naming  a  town  in  Montgomery,  ... 

2<  *  Respecting  the  town  of  Madison. 
26  |  VARIOUS. 

ib  |  Concerning  registration  of  deeds,  fcc.  in  Buncombe,  35 

\   Authorising  Halifax  court  to  lay  a  tax,  \  35 

Respecting  the  passage  of  vessels  through  gates  of  bridges,    37 
Establishing  battalion  musters  in  Carteret,  -  ib 

ib 
ib 
3D 
lb 
ib 
39 
ib 
41,' 
ib 
ib 


I 


|  Incorporating  the  Raleigh  Library  Company, 

"™  i  Surry  county  court  authorised  to  build  a  rse.w  jail, 

?j;  S  Declaring  the  duty  of  the.  Colonel  of  Craven, 

2     5  To  prevent  obstructions  to  fish  in  Trent, 

*j9  i  To  confirm  the  divorce  of  Hannah  Howe, 

'/£  |  Respecting  pilotage  of  Beaufort  bar,  &c. 

^  5  Respecting  court-house  in  Nash, 

'"  j  Respecting  the  reviews  of  Anson  militia, 

i       Do        Fish  traps  on  Pee  Dee, 

1  Restoring  certain  persons  to  citizenship, 

5  Fees  Of  the  harbour  master  of  Wilmington  regulated, 

|  Records  in  Bladen  to  be  transcribed, 

>  Dividing  the  Wilkes  regiment  of  militia, 

|  Restoring  Isham  Sheppard  to  citizenship, 

Tz  I  Authorising  Wilkes  court  to  build  a  jail, 

io   I  ^°  secure  property  to  certain  persons, 

"  j  Respecting  patrollers  in  Edgecombe, 

J  Do  Jail  in  Warren, 

|  Do  lot  of  ground  in  Oxford, 

|  To  incorporate  the  Plymouth  Mechanical  Society,         ,  . 

j  Respecting  fish  at  Currituck  inlet,  &c- 

J  To  regulate  coopering  naval  stores  at  Wilmington, 

5  Certain  persons  authorised  to  collect  taxes, 

-  t  Dividing  line  between  Buncombe  and  Rutherford  to  be  run, 

.-*  ;  For  the  benefit  of  Sarah  Chiles  of  Anson, 

i,  J  To  confirm  the  divorce  of  Matthew  Cole, 

.j*  J  Respecting  holding  court  martial  in  Burke, 

10  |  To  restqre  certain  persons  to  citizenship,  * 

5  To  confirm  the  divorce  of  Polly  Shaw, 

•?J>  |  Allowance  to  witnesses  in  Cumberland,  » 

'jj  <  To  emancipate  certain  persons, 

•**  |  Requiring  the  people  of  Salem  to  work  on  roads, 

jsg  I  Respecting  patroles  in  Richmond, 
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